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DEDICATION 



TO THE 




W Nation. 



1 DEDICATE to You a colleftion of Let- 
ters, written by one of Yourfelvcs for the 
common benefit of us all. They would ne- 
ver have grown to this iize, withour your 
continued encouragement and applaufe. To 
me they originally owe nothing, but a healthy, 
(anguine conftitution. Under Your care they 
have thriven. To You they are indebted for 
whatever ftrength and beauty they poflefs. 
When Kings and Minifters are forgotten, 
when the force and direction of perfonal fa* 
tire is no longer underftood, and when mea- 
fures are only felt in their remoteft confe- 

V/\¥ T Jk niiences- 
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quences, this book will, I believe, be found to 
contain principles, worthy to be tranfmitted to 
pofterity. When You leave the unimpaired, 
hereditary freehold to Your children. You do 
but half Your duty. Both liberty and proper- 
ty are precariousv unlefs the pofliflbrs ba^e 
fenfeand fpirit enough to defend them— -This 
is not the language of vanity. If I am a vain 
man, my gratification, lies within a narrow 
circle. I am the fole'depofitary of my own 
fecret, and it fliall perilh with me. 

If an honeft, andj I may truly, afitrmv a 
laborious zeal for the public fervice has given 
mc any weight in Your efteem, let me ^xhont 
and conjuxe You never to fuffer an. invafion 
of Your political conftitution, however minute 
the iiiftance may appear, to pals by,^ without a 
determined, pex&vering reilflaace. One pre-* 
cedent creates another. — They fooa accumu- 
late,^ and conftitute law. Whatyefterday wa^ . 
fad, to-day^ is doctrine. Exaniples are fup- 
pofed to juftify the moft daogerous meafures, 
and where they do not fuit exa£Uy, die jdefed; 
is. fupplied by analogy..— Bf aiTured tthat the 
lawsy whteh psottOt us 4n our civil rights^ 
grow out of the <:onftitution^ and that they. 

muft 
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muft fall or £om& "with it. This is not th« 
caufe 4)f fiSiSUcn, or of iparty, of any individual^ 
hut the corruBon iiitpr eft of every maw in Bri^ 
tain. AlihQugh the Kingihould continue to 
iupport hispiefcntfyilem oPgovernmeot, the 
period is not very diftanjt, at which You will 
have tlveoteans of ri?dnefs m your own power. 
It may be nearer perhaps than any of us ex- 
peft, and I would warn You to be prepared 
for it. The King may poflibly be advifed to 
diffolve the,pre.fent parliament a year or two 
before it expires of eourfe, and precipitate a 
new eleSion^in hopes of talcing the nation by 
furprize. If fuch a meafure be in agitation^ 
this very caution may defeat or prevent it. 

I CANRTOT doubt that You will unani- 
moufly affcrt the freedom of eleAion, and vin- 
dicate, ypur exclufive right to choofe your re- 
prefentatives. But other queftions have been 
flarted, on which your determination fhould 
be equally clear ^nd unanimous. Let it be 
impreffed upon your minds, let it be inftilled 
into your children, that the liberty of the 
preff is the Paliadium of all the civil, politi- 
cal, and religious rights of an Englifliman,. 
and that the rigot of juries to return a general 

verdi<9t. 
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verdiA, in all cafes whatfoever, is an eflential 
part of our conftitution, not to be controuled * 
or limited by th€ judges, nor in any ihape 
queftionable by the legiflature. The power of 
Kings, Lords, and Commons is not an :irbi- 
trary power.* They are the truftees, not the 
owners of the eftate. The fee-fimple is in US. 

They 

♦ This poutive denial, of an arbitrary power be- 
ing veiled in the legiflature, is not in fail a new doc- 
trine. When the Earl of Lindfey, in the year 1675., 
brought a bill into the houfc of lords, To prevent tbe 
dangers^ which might arije from perfons difaffe£ted to 
government y by which an oath and penalty was to be 
iuipofed upon the members of both houCes, it was 
affirmed, in a proteft figned by twenty-three lay- 
peers, (my lords the bifhops were not accuftomed to 
protell) " That the privilege of fitting and voting in 
** parliament was an honour they had by birth, and 
** a right fo inherent in them, and infe parable from 
** them, that nothing could take it away, but what, by 
" the law of the land, mull withal take away their 
*' lives, and corrupt their blood." — Thcfc noble 
peers, (whofe names are a reproach to their pofteri- 
ty) have, in this inftancc,folemnly denied the power 
of parliament to alter the conftitution. Under a par- 
ticular propofition, they have alferted a general 
truth, in which every man in England is concerned. 
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They cannot alienate, they cannot waffc. 
When vsre fay that the legifl'atare is /w/r^w^, 
we mean that it is the higheft power known to 
the conftitutioni — that it is the higheft in 
comparifon with the other fubordinate powers 
eftablifhed by the laws. In this fenfe, the 
word fupreme is relative, not abfolute. The 
power of the legiflature is limited^ not only by 
the general rules of natural juftice, and the 
welfare of the community^ but by the farms 
and principles of our particular conftitutibn. 
If this dodrine be not true, we muft admit, 
that Kings, Lords, and Commons have no rule 
to dire<ft their refolutions, but merely thefr 
own ^yill and pleafure. They might unite the 
legiflative and executive power in the fame . 
hands, and diflblve the cohftitution by ah a£t 
of parliament* But I am perfuaded You will 
not leave it to the choice of feven hundred per- 
fons,notorioufly corrupted by the crown, whe- 
ther feven millions of their equals fliall be 
freemen or flaves. The certainty of forfeit- 
ing their own rights, when they facrifice thofe 
of the nation, is no check to a brutal, degene- 
rate mind. "Without infifting upon the extra- 
vagant conceffion made to Harry the eighth, 

there 
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there are inftances, in the Jiiilory of x>ther 
countries, of a formal, deliberate furreaderof 
the public .liberty into tlie hands of .the fove- 
rcign. If Ejaglan J does not ftiare the fame 
fate, it i^becaufe we have better refources, than 
in the virtue of cither houfe of parlienicnt. 

I s A I p that the liberty of the prefe is the 
ptfllfidium of all yoirr rights, aiid that the right 
of the juries to return a general verdici: is part 
of your conftitution- To preferve the whole 
fyfteaii, You muft correft your legiflajtur-e. 
With rqgard to any influence of the conftitu- 
ent. over the conduilit of the reprefentative, 
tJbeare is little difference between a feat in par- 
liasnent for feven years and a feat for life. 
The profpeft of your refe^Ument is too remote ; 
and although the Jaft fciHon of a feptennial 
parliament be ufually employed in courting the 
favour of the people, cobfider that, at this 
rate, your reprefen tati vcs have fix years for of- 
fence, and but on'e for atonement. A death- 
bed repentance feldom reaches to reflitution. 
If you refleft that in the changes of admini- 
ftration, which have marked and difgraced the- 
prefcnt reign, although your vvarmeft patriots 
have in theix turn been invjeflLsd with the law- 
ful 
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fnl and unhvCrful authority of the crown, and 
though 'cfther reliefs or improvements haye 
been held forth .to the people, yet that no one 
man in office has ever promoted or encouraged 
a bill for Ihortening. the duration of parlia* 
ments,, but that, (whoever was minifter) the 
oppoiition to this meafure, ever fince the fep- 
tennial a£l pailed,has been conflant and luii- 
form on the part of government, — You can- 
not but conclude, without the poflibility of a 
tdoubt, that long parliaments are the fouiada- 
tion of the undue iniluencc of the crown. 
This influence anfwers every purpofe of arbi- 
trary power to* the crown, with an expcnce 
and oppreffion to the people, which would be 
unneceflary in an arbitrary government. The 
beft of our minifters find it the eafieft and moft 
compendious mode of conducing the Kinj;*s 
afFairs ; and all minifters have a general intereft 
'in adhering to a fyftem, which of itfelf is fuf- 
ficient to fupport them in office, without any 
afliftance from perfonal .virtue, popularity, la- 
'bour, abilities, or experience. It promifes 
every gratification to avarice and ambition, and 
fccures impunity,— —Thefe ^re truths un- 
^ucftionable* — If they make no impr6ffion, it 

is 
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is becaufe they are too vulgar and notorious^ 
But the inattention or indiiFerence of the na- 
tion has continued too long. You are roufed 
atlaft toafenfe of your danger. — The remedy 
will foon be in your power. If Junius \i\esy 
You (hall often be reminded of it. If, when 
the opportunity prefents itfelf, You pegleftto 
do your duty to yourfelves and to pofterity,-^ 
to God and to your country, I (hall have one 
confolation left, in common with the mean- 
eft and bafeft of manlcind.-^Civil liberty may 
ftilllaftthelifcof 

JUNIUS. 
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TO THB FIRST EDITION) 

j\t the requeft of feveisl patriotic and literary 
. GentlesiCDy this volume of the Letters of Junius 
is printed* Much care has been taken to render 
it corie^. The type^ the iize, and manner of 
priotingy will dottbtlefs pieafe the reader, and 
preierve thefe siuch-efteemed writings from the 
fate of news-paper exiftence> and fugitive com* 
pilations.'* 

ADVERTISEMENT tO THE SECOND EDITION. 
THE IMPROVEMENTS ARE, 

I. Infertions of the Letters figned Pocftikaflos^ 
Juoia, Frances, and Modeftus, being all the 
Letters which were anfwered or replied to by 
Junius, that were omitted in the firil edition. 

II. The dates to each letter. 

III. The blanks properly filled up, 

IV. A copious table of contents. 

Befides thefe additions, the whole has been 
revifcd and correAed by one of the firft men, in 
point of politkal and literary knowledge^ in the 
kingdom. 

A 
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t 
TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

This edition has been carefully read with the 
former, and again compared with the Public 
Advertifers, in order to render thefe elegant 
written papers ftill more correal, and to obtain 
the fame opinion in favour of this edition of the 
Letters of Junius (from the prefs of Dry den; 
Leach and George Bigg) as hath been (hewn by 
the PubUc to the two preceding editions* 
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ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTEH OF THE PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR, January i\i 1769, 

-I- HE fabmiilion of a free people to tKf executive 
.authority of government, is no more than a com- 
pliance with laws, which they themfelves have 
enaded. While the aational honour is firmly 
.maiatained abroad, and while juflice is impar- 
tially admiaiftered at horne^ the obedience of the 
fubje6l will be voluntary, chearful, and I might 
almoft i^y unlimited. A generous natioA is grate- 
ful even for the prefervation of itsHghts, and wil^ 
liflgly extends the refpedl due to the office of a 
.good prince into an aflbdion for his perfon. 
Loyalty, im the heart and ufiderftanding of an 
•Englifliman, is a rational attachment to the 
guardian of ^he laws. Prejudices and paffioa 
have fometimes carried it to a crimllial length ; 
and^ whatever foreigners may imi^inei we know 
Vox. L £ that 



2 LETTERS. 

that Englifhtnen have erred as much in a miilaken 
zeal for particular perfons and families, as they 
ever did in defence of what they thought moft 
dear and interefting to themfelves. 

It naturally fills us with refentment, to fee fuch 
a temper infulted and abufed. In reading the 
hiilory of a free people, whofe rights have been 
invaded, we are interefled in their caufe. Our 
own feelings tell us how long they ought to have 
fubmitted, and at what moment it would have 
been treachery to themfelves not to have refilled. 
How much warmer will be our refentment, if ex- 
perience fhould bring the fatal example home to 
ourfeives I 

The fituationof this country is alarming enough 
to rouze the attention of every man, who pre* 
. tends to a concern for the public welfare. .Ap- 
pearances juftify fufpicion, and, when the fafety 
of a nation is at Rake, fufpicion is a jull ground 
of enquiry. Let us enter into it with candour 
and decency. Refpedl is due to the ftation of mi- 
iiif1;er« ; and, if a refolution muft at lafl be taken, 
there is none fo likely to be fupported with firm - 
nefs, as that which has been adopted with mode- 
ration. ' 

The ruin or proiperity of a ftate depends fo 
much upon the adminiftration of its government, 
that to be acquainted wkh the merit of a ix»niftry, 

we 



LETTERS. 3 

we need only obferve the condition of the people, 
if we fee them obedient to the laws, profperous 
in their indaftry, united at home, and refpefted 
abroad, we may reafonably perfume that their 
affairs are conducted by men of experieAce, abi- 
lities and virtue. If, on the contrary, we fee an 
univerfal fpirit of diftruft and diflatisfaftion, a 
-rapid decay of trade, diffenlions in all parts of 
the empire, and a total lofs of refpe6l in the eyes 
of foreign powers, w€ may pronounce, without 
.heiitation, that th« government of that country 
is weak, diftradled, and corrupt. The multitude, 
in all countries, are patient to a certain point. 
Ill ufage may rouze their indignation, and hurry 
them into exccffes, but the orignial fault is in 
-government. Perhaps there never was an inftance 
-of a change, in the circumftances and temper of 
a whole nation, fo fudden and extraordinary as 
'that which the mifcondudl of minifters has, within 
thefe very few years, produced in Great Britain. 
When. our gracious Sovereign afcended the throne, 
-wewefe a flourilhing and contented people. If 
the perfonal virtues of a king could ts^ve infurcd 
the happinefs of his fubjedh, the fcenfe could not 
have altered fo entirely as it has done. The idea 
• of uniting all parties, of trying all charafters, 
.^and . diftributing the offices of ftate by rotation, 
was gracious and benevolent to an extreme, though 
B z it 
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it has not yet produced the many falutary effedli 
which were intended by it. To fay nothing of 
the wifdom of fuch plan» it ui^doubtedly aroib 
from an unbounded goodnefs^ of hearty in which 
folly had no (hare. It was not a capricious par- 
tiality to new faces;—— it was not a natural tura. 
for low intrigue ; nor was it the treacherous amufe- 
ment of double and triple negociations. No, ^ir» 
it arofe from a continued anxiety in the pureft of 
aU poffible hearts, for the general welfare. Un- 
fortunately for us, the event has not been anfwer- 
able to the defign. After a rapid fucceiTion of 
changes, we are reduced to that date, which hardly 
any change can mend. Yet there is no extremity 
of diflrefs^ which of itfelf ought to reduce a great 
nation to defpair. It is not the diforder but the ' 
phyfician;'-— it is not acafual concurrence of ca- 
lamitons circumflances, it is the pernicious hand 
of government, which sdone can make a whole 
people defperatc. 

Without much political fagacity, or any extra- 
ordinary depth of obfervation, we heed only mark 
how the principal departments of the ftate are 
beftowed, andiook no farther for the true caafi: 
of every mifchief that befals us. 

The finances of a nation, finking under its 
sdebts and expence^, are committed co * a young 

■• Thc.Puke of Grafton. 

Aoblcmaa 
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nobleman already, ruined by play. Introdactd to 
a£l under tbe auQ>ices of brd Chathaniy and left 
at tbe head of affairs by that nobleman's retreat^ 
he became mintfler by accident; bnt defevting 
the principles and profeffions, which gave him a 
Hioment's popalarity, we iee himi from every 
faohourable engagement to the public, an apoftate 
by defign. As for bnitnefs^ the workt yet knows 
nothing of his talents or reibliidon ; unlefs a way- 
ward, wavering inconiiflency be a mark of genius^ 
and caprice a demonfbation of ^ir it. It may ber 
hid perhap&9 that it is his grace's province, as 
furely it is his paffion, rather to dillribvte than ta 
£nre the public money, and that while lord North 
is Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Firft Lord of 
Treafiiry may be as thoughtlefs and as extravagant 
as he pleafes. I hope however he will not rely too 
much on the fertility of lord North's genius for 
£aance. , His lordihip is yet to give ua the fir^ 
proof of his abilities: it may be candid to fuppofe 
t]^ he has hitherto voluntarily concealed his ta- 
lents; intending perhaps to aHoniib the world 
when we leaA exped it, with a knowledge of 
trade, a choice of expedients, and a depth of re- 
fconrces, equal to the neceflities, and far beyond 
the hopes of his country. He mud now exert the 
whole power of his capacity, if he would wifii us 
to forget, that, iince he has been in office, no 
B 3 plan 
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plan has been formed, no fyfteoi adhered to, nor 
any one important meafure adopted for the relief 
of public credit. If his plan for the fervice of 
the current year be not irrcvodably fixed on, let 
me warn him to think ferioufly of confequences, 
before he ventures to increafe the public debt. 
Outraged and opprefTed as we are, tiiis nation will 
not bear, after a fix years peace, to fee new mil- 
lions borrowed, without any eventual diminution 
of debt, or redudlion of intereft. The attempt 
might rouze a fpirit of refentment,' which might 
reach beyond the facrifice of a minifter. As to 
the debt upon the Civil Lift, the people of Eng- 
land expe^i that it will not be paid whithout k ftrifV 
enquiry how it was incurred. If it muft be paid 
by parliament, let me advife the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to think of fome better expedient than 
a lottery. To fupport an expenfive war, or in 
circumftances of abfolute neceffity, a lottery may 
perhaps be allowable ; but, befides that is at alL 
times the very worft way of raifing money upon the 
people, I think it ill becomes the royal dignity, 
to have the debts of a court provided for, like 
the repairs of a country bridge,* or a decayed hof- 
pital. The management of the king's affairs in 
the Houfe of Commons cannot be more difgraced 
than it has been. A leading minifter repeatedly 
called down for abfolute ignorance ;— -ridiculous 

motions 
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jfiotions ridiculoofly withdrawn; — deliberate plans 
difconcerted, and a week's preparation of graceful 
oratory loil in a moment, give us fome, though 
not adequate idea of lord North's parliamentary 
abilities and influence. Yet before he had the 
misfortune of being Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
he was neither an object of deriiion to his ene- 
mies, nor of melancholy pity to his friends. 

A feries of inconfiftent meafures had alineated 
the Colonies from their duty as fubjedls, and from 
their natural afFeftion to their common country. 
When Mr. Grenville was placed at the head of 
the Treafury, he felt the impolTibility of Great 
Britain's fupporting fuch an eftablifhment as her 
former fuccefTe^ had made indifputable, and at 
the fame time of giving any fenfible relief to fo- 
reign trade, and to the weight of the public debt. 
He thought it equitable that thofe parts of the 
empire, which had benefited moft by the expen- 
ces of the war, fhould contribute fbmething to 
the expences of the peace, and he had no doubt 
of the conftitutional right veiled in parliament to 
raife the contribution. But, unforrunately for this 
country, Mt. Grenville was at any rate to be dif- 
tre^ed becaufe^ he was minider, and Mr. Pitt 
and lord Camden were to be patrons of America, 
becaufe they were, in oppolltion. Their declara- 
tion gave fpirit and argument to the Colonies, and 
B 4 while 
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while perhaps they meant ho more than the rum 
ofaminifter, they in effed divided one half of 
the empire from the other. 

Under one adminHbration the ftamp a£l is made*, 
under the fecond it is repealed, under the third, 
in fpite of all experience, a new mode of taxing- 
the Colonies is invented, and a quefiion revived^^ 
which ought to have been buried in oblivion. In* 
thefe circumftances a new office is eAablifhed for 
the bufinefs of the Plantations, and the earl of 
Hillfborough called forth, at a moil critical feafon». 
to govern America. The choice at lead annoon*- 
ced to us a man of fuperior capacity and know- 
ledge. Whether he be fo or not, let his dif- 
patches as far as they have appeared, let his mea- 
fares, as far as they have operated, determine for 
him. . In the former we have feen ftrong afTertions 
without proof, declamation without argument, 
and violent cenfores without dignity or modera- 
tion ; but neither corrednefs in the compofition, 
nor judgment in the deiign. As for his meafures, 
let it be remembered, that he was called upon to^ 
conciliate and unite ; and that, when he entered 
into office, the moft refraftory of the Colonies 
were ftill difpofed to proceed by the confiitutipnal 
methods of petition and remonftrance. Since that 
period they have been driven into excefTes little 
ihort of rebellion. Petitiond have been hindered 

from 
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ftom reaching the throne; and thexontinaance 
of one of the principal alTemblies pu't upon an 
arbitrary conditioDy which, confidering the tem- 
per they were i|i, it was iznpoHible they fhould 
comply with, and which would have availed no- 
thing as to the general queftion* if it had been 
complied with. $o violent, and 1 believe I may 
call it fo uncoDftitfitional an exertion of the pre- 
rogative, to fa-y nothing of the weak, injudicious 
terms in which it was conveyed, gives us as hum- 
ble an opinion of his lordHiip's capacity, as it 
does of his temper and moderation. While we 
are at peace with other nations, our military force 
may perhaps be fpared to fupport the earl of 
Hillfborough's meafures in America. Whenever 
that force ihall be neceflarily withdrawn or dirni'^ 
ntfhed, the difmiffion of fach a minifter will nei« 
% ther confole us for his imprudence, nor remove 
the iettled refentment of a people, who, com- 
plaining of an adt of the legifkture, are out- 
raged by an unwarrantable ftretch of prerogative, 
and, fuppoiting their claims by an argument, are 
infulted with declamation. 

Drawing lots would be a prudent and reafonable 
method of appointing the ofhcers of date, com- 
pared to a late dipofititon of the Secretary's office. 
Lord Rochford was acquainted with the affairs 
and temper of the fouthern courts : Lord Wey- 
mouth 
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mouth was equally qualified for either departments 
By what unaccountable capriec has it happened, 
that the latter, who pretends to no experience 
whatfoever, is removed to the moft important of 
the two departments, and the former by preference 
placed in an office, where his experience can be 
of no ufe to him ? Lord Weymouth had diftin- 
guiihed himfef in his UrGi employment by a fpi- 
rited, if not judicious conduft. He had anima- 
ted the civil magiftrate beyond the tone of civil 
authority, and had direfted the operations of the 
army to more than military execution. Recovered 
from the errors of his youth, from the diftraftion 
of play, and the bewitching fmiles of Burgundy,^ 
behold him exerting the whole flrength of his 
clear, unclouded faculties, in the fervice of the 
crown. It was not the heat of midnight exceffes, 
nor ignorance of the laws, nor the furious fpirit 
of the houfe of Bedford : No, Sir, when this re- 
fpeftable miniller interppfed his authority between 
the magiftrate and the people, and iigned the 
mandate, on which, foraught he knew, the lives 
of thoufands depended, he did it from thedelibe- 
* rale motion of his heai^t, fupported from the bcft 
of his judgment. 

• It has lately been a fafhion to pay a compli- 
ment to the bravery and generofity of the Com- 
mander in Chief, at the expence of his under- 

* landing. 
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ffanding. They who love him make no queftion ^ 
of his courage, while his friends dwell chiefly on 
the facility of his difpofition. Admitting him to 
be as brave as a total abfence of all feeling and 
refledtion can make him, let us fee what fort of 
merit he derives from the remainder of his cha- 
radler. If it be generofity to accumulate in his 
own peribn and family a number of lucrative em- 
ployments ; to provide, at the public cxpence, 
for every creature that bears the name of Manners ; 
and, negleding the merit and fervices of ihe reft 
of the army, to heap promotions upon his favou- 
rites and dependants, the prefent Commander in 
Chief is the moft generous man alive. Nature has 
been fparing of her gifts to this noble lord ; but 
where birth and fortune are united, we exped the 
noble pride and independance of a man of fpirit, 
not the iSrvile, humiliating compMince of a 
courtier. As to the goodnefs of his heart, if a 
proof of it be taken from the facility of never re- 
fufing, what conclufion fliall we draw from the 
indecency of never performing ? and if the dif- 
cipline of the army be in any degree preferved, 
what thanks are due to a roan, whofe cares, noto- 
rioufly confined to filling up vacancies, have de- 
graded the officeiof Commander in Chief into a 
broker of commiflions ? 

With 
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. With refpedlto the navy* i (hall only fay, thar 
this country is fo highly indebted to Sir Edward 
Hawke, that no expence fhould be fpared to fe- 
cui'e hiiQ an honourable and affluent retreat. 

The pure and impartial adminiilration of j ufUce 
is perhaps the firmeil bond to fecure a chearful 
fubmiifion of the people, and to engage their af-^ 
fedions to government* It is not fufhcient th^ 
queflions of private right and wrong are jufily de* 
ci.ded, nor that judges are iliperior to the vilenefs 
of pecuniary corruption. JeFeries himfelf, wheiv- 
the court had no intereft, was an upright judge. 
A court'of juftice may be fubjeft to another fort 
of bias, more important and pernicious^ as it 
reaches beyond the intereft of individuals, and 
affedts the whole community. A judge, under 
the influence of government, may be honeit 
enough in the deciiion of private caufes, yet a^ 
traitor to the public. When a vi£lim is marked 
out by the roiniflry, this judge will offer himfelf 
to perform the facrifice. He will not fcruple to 
proflitute his dignity, and betray the fanftity of 
his office, whenever an arbitrary point is to be 
carried for government, or the'-refentment of ar 
court to be gratified* 

Thefe principles and proceedings, odious and 
contemptible as they are, in e^edt are no lefs in-^ 
j udicious. A wife and generous people are roufed 

by 



1 E T T E R a. If 

^y every appearance of oppreffiw, uaconflita- 
4tiooal meaforesy whether thofe meaTures an fap- 
^ported openly by the power of govemment^ or 
xnaiked under the forms of a court of juftice. 
Prndence and ielf-pre&rvation will oblige the 
.moft moderate diipoiitions to make common caufe, 
reven with a man whofe condu^ they cenfare, if 
<they fee him perfecuted in a way which the real 
Ipirit of the laws will not jufUfy. The fads on 
which thefe marks are foonded^ are too. notorious 
.to require an application. 

This, Sir» is the detail. In one view beholil 

.a nation overwhelmed with debt ; her revenues 

wafled; her trade declining; the affections of 

cher.Coloiue«^Uenated; the duty of the magif> 

trate transferred to the foldiery; a gallant army, - 

which never-ibnght unwiiliagly bnt againft their 

.fellow-fttbjedsy mouldering away for want of the 

dire^on of a man of conunon abilities and fpi- 

srit ; andy in the laft inftance, the adminiflratioa 

of jnftice become odious and fufpedted to libe 

whole body of the people. This deplorable fcene 

.mimits but of one addition^— ? that we are governed 

by counfelsy from which a rea(bnable man can 

cxped no remedy but poifon, no relief but death* 

Ify by the immediate interpoiition . of Provi- 

trdence, it were poffible for us to efcape a crifis ib 

rf nil of textor aad defpair, po^erity wilUiot believe 

the 
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the hillory of the prefent times. They will either 
conclude that our diftrefles were' imaginary, or 
that we had the good fortune to be governed by 
men of acknowledged integrity and wifdom : 
they will not* believe it poffible that their an- 
ceflors could have furvived, or recovered from fo 
defperate a condition, while a duke of Grafton 
was Prime Minifter, a lord North Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, a Weymouth and a Hilllborough 
Secretaries of State, a Granby Commander in 
Chief, and a Mansfield Chief criminal Judge of 
«the kingdom. 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER II. 

«A LETTER OF SIR WILLIAM DRAPER TO THfi 
PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC* ADVERTISER. 

SIR, January 26, 1769. 

1 HE kingdom fwarms with fuch numbers of 
felonious robbers of private jcharadler and virtue, 
that no honeft or good man is fafe; cfpecially 
as thefe cowardly bafe afTaffihs ftab in the dark, 
'Whithout having the courage to fign their real 
names to their malevolent and wicked prjoduc- 
tions. A writer, who figns himfelf Junius, in 
the Public Advertiier of the zifl infbnt, opens 

the 
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the deplorable iituation of his country in a vtry 
affe^ng manner ; with a pompous parade of his 
candour and decency, he teUs us, that we fee 
dilTentions in all parts of the enipire, an univer- 
fal fpirit of diftruft and dilTatisfadlion, and a to- 
tal lofs of refpeft towards us in the eyes of fo- 
reign powers. But this writer, with all his boafted 
candour, has not told us the real caufe of the evils 
he fo pathetically enumerates. 1 (hall take the 
liberty to explain the caafefor him. Junius, and 
fuch writers as himfelf, occafion all the mifchief 
complained of, by falfely and malicioufly tradu- 
<:ing the befl characters in the kingdom. For 
when our deluded people at home, and foreigners 
abroad, read the poifonous and inflammatory li- 
bels that are daily publiflied with impunity, to 
vilify thofe who are any way diftinguiftied by 
their good qualities and eminent virtues : when 
they find no notice taken of, or reply given to 
thefe ilanderous tongues and pens, their conclu- 
fion is, that both the miniiler and the nation have 
•been fairly defcribed ; and they aft accordingly. 
I think it therefore the duty of every good citizen 
to (land forth, and endeavour to undeceive the 
public, when the vilel^ arts are made ufe of to 
.defame and blacken the brighteft charafters 
amongft us. An eminent author affirms it to be 
iilmod as criminal to hear a worthy man traduced, 

without 
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Whithout attempting his jollification, as to be the 
author of the calumny againfl -him. For my own 
part/ I think it is a fort of mifprifion of treaibn 
.againft fociety. No man therefore who knows 
lord Granby, can pofllbly hear fo good and 
^eat-a chara£ler moil vilely abufed* without a 
warm and juft indignation againfl this Junius, 
this high-priefl of Envy, Malice, and all uncha- 
ritablenefs, who has endeavoured to facriiice our 
beloved Commander in Chief at the altars of his 
horrid deities. Nor is the injury done to his lord- 
rihip alone» but to the whole nation, which may 
too foon feel the contempt, and confequently the 
attacks of oi^r late enemies, if they can be indu- 
ced to believe that the perfon, on whom the fafety 
of thefe kingdoms fo much depends, is unequal 
to his high Nation, and de&itute of thofe qualities 
which form a good general. One would have 
thought that bis lordihip's fervices in the caufe of 
his country^ from the battle of Culloden to his 
moft glorious conduiion of the late war, might 
Jiave entitled him to common refpe^ and decency 
at leail ; but this uncandid indecent writer, has 
gone fo far as to turn one of the moft amiable men 
of the age into a flupid, unfeeling, and fenfeleis 
being ; poiTefTed indeed of a peribnal courage, but 
void of thofe eiTential qualities which diftinguifh 
the commander from the common foldien 

A very 
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A very long unintcrrapted, impartial, I will 
add, a moil diiinterefted friendfliip with lord 
Granby gives me tho right to affirm, that ail 
Junius 's aflertions are falfe and fcandalous. Lord 
Granby's courage, though of the brighteil and 
moil ardent Kind, is among the lowed of his nu- 
merous good qualities ; he was formed to excel 
in war by Nature's liberality to his mind as well 
as perfon. Educated and inftrufled by his mod 
noble father, and a moft fpirited as well as ex* 
cellent fcholar, the prefent biihop of Bangor* h« 
was trained to the niceft fenfe of honour, and to 
the trued and nobled fort of pride, that of never 
doing or fuffering a mean a^ion. A fincere love 
and atuchment to his king and country, and ta 
their glory, firft impelled him to the field, where 
he never gained aught but honour. He im- 
paired, through his bounty, his own fortune ; for 
his bounty, which this writer would in vain de- 
preciate, is founded upon the. nobleft of the hu- 
man affe&ions, it flows from a heart melting to 
goodnefs from the moft refined humanity. Can a 
man, who is defcribed as unfeeling, and void of 
reflexion, be conftanlty employed in feeking pro- 
per objeds on whom to exercife thofe glorioua 
virtues of compaffion and generofity ? The dif- 
treffed officer, the foldier, the widow, the orphan, 
and a long lift befides* know that vanity Jias jno 

Vol. L C ihar^ 
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Ihare in his frequent donations ; he gives, becaufe 
he feels their diilrelTes. Nor has he ever been 
rapacious with one hand to be bountiful with the 
other; yet this uncandid Junius, would iniinuate 
that the dignity of the Comroander in Chief h 
'depraved into the bafe office of a commifiion bro- 
ker ; that is, lord Gran by bargains for the fa)e 
of commifilons ; for it muil have this meaning, 
if it has any at all. But where is the man living 
who can juflly charge his lordfhip with fuch mean 
praftices ? Why does not Junius produce him? 
Junius knows that he has no other means of 
wounding this hero, than- from fome miffile 
weapon, fhot from an obfcure corner: He feeks, 
SLS all*fuch defamraory writers do. 



'fpargere 'voces 



In Vulgum ambiguAS' 



to raife fufpicion in the minds of the people. But 
1 hope that my countrymen will be no longer im- 
pofed upon by artful and defigning men, or by 
wretches, who, bankrupts in bufinefs, in fame, 
^nd in fortune, mean nothing more than to in- 
volve this country in the fame common ruin with 
themfelves. Hence it is, that they are conftantly 
4uming their dark and too often fatal weapons 
agttiift thoie who ftand forth as the bulwarks of 
^ur aadoaal fafety. Lord Granby was too con- 

fpicttous 
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4pIcaoos a mark not to be their objedl. He^a 
next attacked for being unfaithful to his proinifti 
and engagements : Where are Junius's proofs ? 
Although I could give fome inilances, where«ji 
breach of promife would be virtue, efpccially in 
the cafe of thofe who will pervert the open.un* 
fufpedting moments of convivial mirth, into Hy^ 
infidious applications for preferment, or party 
fyftems, and would endeavour to fuppriib a good 
man, who cannot bear to iee any one leave him 
diflatisfied, into unguarded promifes. Lord 
Granby's attention to his own family and rela- 
.tions is called feliifli. Had he not attended 
to them, when fair and juft opportunities pre- 
fented themfelves, I (hould have thought him un- 
feeling, and void of refle£tion indeed. How are 
any man's friends or relations to be provided for, 
but from the influence aud protedion of the pa- 
tron ? It is unfair to fuppofe that lord Granby/s 
friends have not as much merit as the friends of 
any other great man: If he is generous .at th« 
public expence, as Junius invidiou fly calls it, the 
public is at no more expence for his lordfliip's 
friends, than it would be if any other ietof mgn 
poflieflTed thofe offices. The charge is ridiculous ! 
The laft charge againft lord Granby is of. a 
moft ferious and alarming nature indeed. Junius 
aflerts, that the army is ^mouldeiing^Away fi>r 
C 2 want 
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'want of the direftion of a man of common abi* 
lities and fpirit. The prefent condition of the 
army gives the dire£teft lie to his affertions. It 
vas never upon a more refpedable footing with 
regard to difcipline, and all the efTentials that 
-can form good foldiers. I^ord Ligonier delivered 
.a firm and .noble palladium of oar fafeties into 
'lord Granby 's hands, who has kept it in the fame 
*good order in which he received it. The llrid^eft 
<care liasl^een taken to fill up the vacant commif- 
-'iions, with fuch gentlemen as have the glory of 
their anceflors to fupport, as well as their own, 
and are doubly bound to the caufe of their king 
and country, from motives of private property, as- 
well as public fpirit. The Adjutant- general, who 
Jias the immediate care of the troops after lord 
Oranby, is an ofticer who would do great honour 
to any fervice in Europe, for his correal arrange* 
ments, good fenfe and difcernment upon all occa- 
iions, and for a pundtuality and precifion which 
-give the mod entire fatisfaftion to all who are 
^obliged to confult him. The Reviewing-gene* 
rals, who infpe£l the army twice a year, have 
.been felledkd with the greateft care, and have 
^nfwered the important trufl repofed in them in 
the mod laudable manner. Their reports of the 
<ondition of the army are much more to be cre- 
<dited than thofe of Junius* whom I do advife, to 

^tone 



LETTERS. «i 

atone for his (hamefal afperfiojisy by aiking^ par- 
don of lord Granby and the whole kingdom, 
whom he has offended by his abominable fcandals.- 
In (hort, to tarn Junius's own battery • againft 
him, I mufl aflTert, in his own words, <« That he 
has given ftrong* aiTertions without proof, decla- 
mation without argument, and violent cenfares 
without dignity or moderation.'^ 

WILLIAM: DRAPER. 

TO SIR WILLIAItf- DRAPER, KNICHT OF THBr. 
BAXH. 

SIR, Fehruary^ '] f i^Ggt' 

Your defence of lord Granby does honour to the 
goodnefs of your heart. You feel, as you ought 
to do, for the reputation of your friend, and yoa 
exprefs yourfelf in the warmeft language of the* 
paifions. In any other caufe, I doubt not, you. 
would have cantioufly weighed the confequcnces^ 
of committing your name to the licentious dif— 
courf^s and malignant opinions of the world. 
But here, I prefume, you thought it would be a 
breach of friendfhip to lofe one moment in 
confulting your undei Handing ; as if an appeal 
to the public were no more than a military 
C 3 c(ui^' 
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cffu^ de main^ where a brave man has no rules to 
follow, but the dictates of his courage. Touched 
with your generofity, 1 freely forgive the exceffes 
into which it has led you ; and, far from refent- 
ing thofe terms of reproach, which, confidering* 
that you are an advocate for decorum, you have 
heaped upon me rather too liberally, I place them 
to the account of an honcft unreficding indigna- 
tion, in which your cooler judgment and natural 
politenefs hid no concern, I approve of the 
fpirit, with which you have given your name to 
the public ; and, if it were a proof of any thing 
but fpirit, I ihould have thought my felf bound to 
follow your example. I (hould have hoped that 
even my name might carry fome authority with it, 
if I had not feen how very little weight or con- 
fideration a printed paper receives even from the 
refpedlable ilgnature of Sir William Draper. 

You begin with a general afTertion, that writers, 
fuch as I am, are the real caufe of all the public 
evils we complain of. And do you really think, 
Sir William, that the licentious pen of a political 
writer is able to produce fuch important efFedls ? 
A little calm refledlion might have ihewn you, 
that national calamities do not rife from the de- 
fcription, but from the real character and condudt 
ofminifters. To have fupported your afTertion, 
you fhould have proved that the prefent miniftry 

are 
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jtre tittqueftionably the ^ ^W brigbteft charaflers 
of th& kingdom ; and that, if the afFedions of 
the Colonies have deen alienated, if Cor(ica has 
been fhamefully abandoned, if contmerce Ian- 
gailhesy if public credit is threatened with a new 
debt, and your own Manilla Ranfom moft difho- 
noarably given up, it has all been owing to the 
malice of political writers, who will not fuffer 
the befl and brighteft charaders (meaning I ftill 
the prefent miniflfy) to take a fingle right flep 
for the honour or interefl of the nation. But it 
feems you were a little tender of coming to par- 
ticulars. Your confcience infinuated to you, that 
it would be prudent to leave the chara£lers of 
Grafton, North, Hillfborough, Weymouth, and 
Mansfield, to fliift for themfelvcs ; and truly. Sir 
William, the part you ha*ve undertaken is at lead 
as much as you are equal to. 

Without difputing lord Granby's courage, we 
are yet to learn in what articles of military know' 
ledge Nature has been fo very liberal to his mind, 
li you have ferved with him, you ought to have 
pointed out fome inilances of able difpofition and 
well-concerted enterprize, which might fairly be 
attributed to his capacity as a general. It is you 
Sir William, who make your friend appear auk- 
ward and ridiculous, by giving him a laced fuit 
C 4 of 
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of tawdry qualifications which Nature never in- 
tended him to wear. 

You fay he has acquired nothing hut honour in 
the field. Is the Ordnance nothing? Are the 
Blues nothing ? Is the command of the army* 
with all the patronage annexed to it, nothing f 
Where he got thefe nothings I know not ; but yoo 
at leaft ought to have told us where he deferved 
them. 

As to his bounty, compaflion, kc. it would 
have been but little to the purpofe, though you 
had proved all that you have aiTerted. I meddle 
with nothing but his charadler as Commander in 
Chief; and though J acquit him of the bafenefs of 
felling commiilionsy I dill aiTert that his military 
cares have never extended beyond the difpofal of 
vacancies; and I am j unified by the complaints 
of the whcle army, when I fay that, in this dif- 
tribution, he confults nothing but parliamentary 
interefts, or the gratification of his immediate 
dependants. As to his fervile fubmiflion to the 
reigning miniftry, let me afk, whether he did not 
de{ert the caufe of the whole army, when he fuf- 
fered Sir Jeffery Amheril to be facrificed, and what 
ihare he had in recalling that ofiicer to the fervice. 
Did he not betray the juft intereft of the army> 
in permitting lord Percy to have a regiment ? 
and dees he i\zi at this moment give up all cha- 
mber 
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nCtet and dignity as a gentleman, in receding 
from his own repeated declarationa in favour of 
Mr- WiJkes. 

In the two next articles I think we are agreed. 
Yon candidly admit, that he often makes fuch 
promifes as it is a virtue in him to violate, and 
that no man is more aifiduous to provide for his 
relations at the public expence. I did not urge 
the lafl as an abfolute vice in his difpofition, but 
to prove that a careUfs difinterefled fpirit is no part 
of his charaAcr ; and as to the other, I deiire it 
may be remembered, that / never defcended to the 
indecency of inquiring into his con*vi'vial hours* 
It is you. Sir William Draper, who have taken 
pains to prefent your friend in the chara£ler of 
a drunken landlord, who deals out his promifes 
as liberally as his liquor, and will fuiFer no man 
to leave his table either forrowful or fober. None 
.but an intimate friend, who mud frequently have 
feen him in thefe unhappy, difgraceful moments, 
could have defcribed him fo well. 

The laft charge, of the negledl of the army, is 
indeed the moll material of all. I am forry to 
tell you, Sir William, that, in this article, you 
firft fadt is falfe, and as there is nothing more 
painful to me than to give a diredl coi\tradi£tion 
to a gentleman of your appearance, I could wifh 
that, in your future publications, you would pay 
; a greater 
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a greater attention to the truth of yoar premiies»> 
before you fuffer your genius to hurry you to a 
conclufion. Lord Ligonier did mt deliver the 
army (which you, in clafiicai laugaage» are 
pleafcd to call a palladium) into lord Granby's 
hands. It was taken from him, much agaixift 
his inclination, fome two or three years be- 
fore lord Gran by was Commander in Chief. As* 
to the ftate of the army, I fhould be glad to knotv 
where you have received ypur intelligence. Was it 
in the rooms at Bath, or at your retreat at Clifton ?- 
The reports of Reviewing- generals comprehend 
only a few regiments in England, which, as they 
are immediately under the royal infpeftion, are: 
perhaps in fome tolerable order. But do you-, 
know any thing of the troops in the Weft- Indies, 
the Mediterranean, and North America, to fay 
nothing of a whole army abfolutdy ruined in 
Ireland? Inquire a little into fa£ls. Sir William,, 
before you publilh your next panegyric upon? 
lord Gynby, and believe me you will find there 
is a 'fault at head quarters, which even the ac- 
knowledged care and abilities of the Adjutant- 
general cannot correal. 

Permit me now. Sir William, to addrefs myfelf 
perfonally to you, by way of thanks for the ho-- 
nour of your correfpondence. You are by no 
means undei'erving of notice j- and it may be of 

confequence 
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confeqoence even to lord Granby to have it deter- * 
mined, whether or no the man, who has praifed 
him fo laviihly, be himfelf deferving of praife. 
When you returned to Europe, you zealoufly un- 
dertook the caufe of that gallant army, by whofe 
bravery at Manilla your own fortunes had been 
eflablifhed. You complained, you threatened, 
you even appealed to the public in print. By 
what accident did it happen, that in the midft of 
all this buftle, and all thefe clamours forjuftice to 
your injured troops, the name of the Manilla 
Ranfom was fuddenly buried in a profound, and 
£nce that time, an uninterrupted filence? Did 
the miniilry fuggeft any motives to you, flrong 
enough to tempt a man of honour to defert and 
betray the caufe of his fellow-fold iers ? Was it 
that blufhing ribband, which is now the perpe- 
tual ornament of your perfon ? or was it that 
regiment, which you afterwards (a thing unpre- 
cedented among foldiers) fold to colonel Gif- 
borne ? or was it that government, the full pay 
of which you are contented to hold, with the 
half-pay of an Irifli colonel ? And do you now, 
after a retreat not very like tha't of Scipio, pre- 
fume to intrude yourfelf, unthought of, uncalled 
for, upon the patience of the public? Are your 
flatteries of the Commander in Chief direfted to 
another regiment, which you may again difpofe 

of 
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of on the fame honourable terms ? Wc know your 
prudence, Sir William, and I fhould be forryto' 
flop your pexfcrmcnt, 

JUNIUS.. 

LETTER IV. 

A LETTER OP SIR WILLIAM- DRAPER TO- 
J.VNl.US. 

S I R', Eibruary i6, 1769, 

1 RECEiVED^Junius's favour laft night; he is de- 
termined to keep his advantage by the help of his^ 
mafk ; it is an excellent protection, it has faved> 
many a man from an untimely end. But when- 
ever he will be honeil enough to lay it afide, avow- 
himfelf, and produce the face whichrhas fo long 
lurked behind it, the world will be able to judge 
of his motives for writing fuch infamous invec- 
tives. His real name will difcover his freedom 
and independency, or his fervility to a faflion. 
Difappointed ambition, refentment for defeated 
hopes, and defire of revenge, aflume but too 
often the appearance of public fpirit ; but be his 
defigns wicked or charitable, Junius fhould learn 
that it is poflible to condemn meafures, without a 
barbarous and criminal outrage again ft mtvu J a « 

I iui 
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nius delights to mangle carcafes with a hatchet; 
his language and indrument have a great con- 
nexion with Clare-market, and, to do hixh julHce, 
he handles his weapon moll admirably. One 
would imagine he had been taught to throw it 
by the Savages of America. It is therefore high 
time for jne to flep in once more to fhield my 
friend from this mercilefs weapon, although I 
may be wounded in the attempt. But I muft firft 
.aik Junius, by what forced analogy and conflruc- 
tion, the moments of convivial mirth are made to 
.fignify indecency, a violation of engagements, a 
drunken landlord, and a defire that every one in 
company fhould be drunk iikewife ? He mud have 
xulled all the flowers of St. Giles's and Bil- 
linfgate, to have produced fuch a j)iece of oratory* 
Here the hatchet defcends with ten-fold ven- 
.geance ; but, alas ! it hurts no one but its maHer ! 
For Junius muft not think to put words into my 
mouth, that feem too foul even for his own. 

My fiiend^s political engagements I know not^ 
.fo cannot pretend to explain them, or aiTert their 
.coniiftency. I know .not whether Junius be con- 
.£derable enough to belong to any party ; if he 
flionld be fo, can he affirm that he has always 
adhered to one fet of men. and meafures? Is he 
.fure that he has never Tided with thofe whom he 
fwas firft hired to abufe? Has he never abufed 

thofe 
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thofe he was hired to piaife ?.To fay the truth, 
rood men^s politics fit much too loofely about 
them. But as my friend's military character was 
the chief object that engaged me in this contro- 
verfy to that I fhall return. 

Junius afks what inftanccs my friend has given 
of his military (kill and capacity as a general? 
"When and where he gained his honour? When 
he deferved his emoluments? The united voice of 
the army which ferve'd under him, the glorious 
teftimony of prince Ferdinand, and of vanqifhed 
enemies, all Germany will tell him. Junius re- 
peats the complaints of the army againft parlia- 
mentary influence. I love the army too well, not 
to wi(h that fuch influence were lefs. Let Junius 
point, out the time when it has not prevailed. It 
was of the leaft force in the time of that great 
man, the late duke of Cumberland, who, as a 
Prince of the BJood, was able as well as willing 
to ftem a torrent which would have overborne any 
private fubjeft. In time of war this influence is 
fmall. In peace, when difcontent and faftion 
have the fureft means to operate, efpecially in 
this country, and when, from a fcarcity of public 
fpirit, the wheelsof government are rarely moved, 
but by the power and force of obligations, its 
weight is always too great. Yet if this influence 
at prefent has done no greater harm than the pla- 

' cing' 



LETTERS. 31 

sclag ^earl Percy at the he^d of a regiment, I do 
not think that either the rights or beil interefts of 
the army are facri£ced aod betrayed ; or the na- 
tioniindojae. Let me aik Junius, if he knows 
any one npbleman in thi army, who has had a 
regiment by feniority? I feel myfelf happy in 
feeing young noblemen of illuftrious name and 
great property come among us. They are an ad- 
ditional fecurity to the kingdom from foreign or 
domeftic flavery. Junius meeds not be told, that 
fhould the time ever come, when this nation is to 
be defended only by thofe, who have nothing 
more to lofe than their arms and their pay, its 
danger .will be great indeed. A happy mixture 
of men of quality with foldiers of fortune, is al- 
ways to be wiihed for. But the main point is dill 
to be contended for, I mean the difcipline and 
condition of the army, and I ftill mufl nuintain, 
though i:ontradi^ed by Junius, that it was never 
upon a more refpedable footing, as to all the ef- 
fentials that can form good foldiers, than it is. at 
prefent. Junius is forced to. allow that our army 
at home may be in fome tolerable order ; yet how 
kindly does he invite our late enemies to the in* 
vaiion of Ireland, by affiiring them that the army 
in that kingdem is totally ruined ! (The cobnels 
of that army are much obliged to him.) I have 
too great an opinion of the military talents of the 

Lord 
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Lord Lieutenant, and of tbeir diligence and 
capacity, to believe it. If from fome ftrange, 
unaccountable fatality, the people of that king- 
dom cannot be induced to confult their own (ecu- 
rity, by fuch an effe^ual augoientation, as may 
enable the troops there to ad with power and 
energy, is the Commander in Chief here to 
blame ? Or is he to blame, becaufe the troops in 
the Mediterranean, in the Weft-Indies, in Ame- 
rica, labour under great difficulties from that fear- 
city of men, which is but too vifible all over 
thefe kingdoms ! Many of our forces are in cli^ 
mates unfavourable to Britiih conftitutions, their 
lofsis in proportion. Britain muft recruit all thefe 
regiments from her own emaciated bofom, or» 
more precarioufly, by Catholicks from Ireland. 
We are likewife fubjed to the fatal drains to the 
Eaft Indies, to Senegal, and the allarming emi- 
grations of our people to other countries : Such 
depopulation can only be repaired by a long 
.peace, or by fome fcniible bill of naturalization. 

I muft now take the liberty to talk to Juuius on 
my own account. He is pleafed to tell me that 
he addreifes himfelf to me fer/onalfy. 1 ihall be . 
£lad to fee him. It is his impirfinality that I com- 
plain of, and his invifible attacks ; for his dagger ■ 
in the air is only to be regarded, becaufe one can*- 

XkOt 
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irot fee the hand which holds it; but had it not 
wounded other people niore deeply than myfelf* I 
Ihould not have obtruded nyfeif at all on the pa« 
tience of the public. 

' Mark how a plain tale fhall put him down>^ 
and trans fufe the blulb of my ribband into hla 
own cheeks. Junius tells me, tfaftt at my return^ 
I zealoufly undertook the caufe of the gallant 
army, by whofe bravery at Manilla my own for- 
tunes were eftabliflied^ that I complained, that 
I even appealed to the public in print. I did fo ; I 
glory in having done (b, as I had an undoubted 
right to vindicate my own chara^er, attacked by a 
Spanifli memorial, and to afTert the rights of my 
brave companion^. I glory likewife, that I have 
never taken up my pen, but to vindicate the in- 
jured. Junius aiks by what accident did it hap* 
pen, that in the midft of all this buflle, and all 
theie clamours forjufticeto the injured troops, the 
Manilla ranfom was fuddenly buried in a profound, 
and, fince that time, an uninterrupted filence ^ I 
will explain the caufe to the public. The feveral 
niniSers who have been employed fince that time, 
have been very defirous to do us juflicefrom two 
moft laudable motives, a flrong inclination to 
aflift injured bravery, and to acquire a well de- 
ferved popularity to themfelves. Their elTortt 
have been in vain. Some were ingenuous enough 

VoLi L . D t# 
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to own, that they could n6t think ofinvolvkig 
this diftrefled nation in another war for our pri^ 
vatc concerns. In fhort, our rights for the pre- 
fcnt, are facrificed to national convenience; and 
I mnft confefs, that although I may loofe five-and- 
twenty thotffend pounds by their acquiefcence to 
this breach of faith in the Spaniards, I think they 
are in the right to temporizfe, confidering the cri- 
tical fitaation of this country, convulfcd iti every 
part by poifon irifafed by anonymous, wicked, 
arid incendiary writers. Lord Shelburne will do 
me thejuftice to own, that in September laft, I 
waited upon him with a joint memorial from the 
admiral. Sir S. Cornifti and myfelf, in behalf of 
our injured companions. His lOrdQiip was as 
'frank upon the occafion as other Secretaries had 
:b«5n before him. He did not deceive us, by giv- 
ing any immediate hopes of relief. 

Junius would bafely infinuate, that my filence 
niay have been purchafed by my governmfent, by 
my hlujhing ribband, by my regiment, by the fale of 
that regiment, and by half-pay as an Iriih colond. 

His Majefty was pleafed to give me my govern- 
mcnt, for my fervices at Madras. 1- had my firft 

regiment in 1757- ^P^ ^^ ^^"™ ^^^ ^^' 
nilla, his Majefty, by lord Egremont, informed 
me that I fhould have the iirft vacant red ribband, 
AS a reward for my fervices in an enierprize, 
i^hich I had planned as well as executed. The 

duke 
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duke of Bedford and Mr. GrenvjIIeconfirm(;dthoie 
afTarances many months before the Spaniards had 
protefted the ranfom bills. To accommodate 
lord Cliye, then going upon a moft important 
fervice to Bengal, I waved my claim to the va* 
cancy which then happened. As there was np 
other vacancies until the duke of Grafton and lord 
Rockingham were joint miniilers» I was then ho* 
Donred with the order, and it is furely no fmall 
honour to me, that in fuch a fu^cefCon of minx* 
flers, they were all pleafed to think that I had de« 
feryed it; in my favour they were all united* 
Upon the redudlion of the 79th regiment, whick 
had ferved fo glorioufly in the Eafl-Indies, hit 
Majefty, unfolicited by me, gave me the 1 6 th of 
foot as an equivalent. My motives for retiring 
afterwards are foreign to the purpofe ; let it fuf- 
fice, that his MajeAy was plea&d to approve of 
I them i they are fuch as no man can think Inde* 
cent, who knows the (hbclcs that repeated viciiC* 
tudes of. heat and cold, of dangerous ai^d iickly 
climates, will give the bell conilicutions in a 
pretty long courfe of fervice. I reiigned my 
regiment to colonel Giiborne, a very good o£iccr> 
for his half pay, and i20ol.*Iri(h annuity; ib that 

* This fum ftoald be tool, as sfftcnrards correfled 
by §ir \Villi31p Draper, in the Public Advextifer d 
^ February 2», 1769- 
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according to Junius, I have been bribed to fay 
nothing more of the Manilla ranfoofi, and facri- 
ficc thofe brave men by the ftiange avarice of ac- 
cepting three hundred and eighty pounds per 
annum^ and giving up eight hundred ! If this be 
bribery, is it not the bribery of thefe times ? As 
to my flattery, thofe who know me will judge of 
it. By the afperity of Junius's iUle, I cannot 
indeed call him a flatterer, unlefs it be as a 
cynick or a maftlfi^; if he wags his tail, he will HiM 
growl, and long to bite. The public will now 
judge of the credit that ought to be given to 
Junius's writings, from the falfities that he has 
.infinuated with refpeft to myfelf. 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 
LETTER V. 

TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER RMIGHT OP THB 
BATH. 

SIR, Fihruaryj 21, 1769* 

I Should juflly be fufpefled of afling upon mo- 
tives of more than common enmi^ to lord 
Granby, if I continued to give you frefl) materials 
or occafloa for writing in his defence. Individu- 
als who hate, and the public whodefpife, have 
read your letters, SirWillara, with infinitely 
more fatisfa£Uon than mine. Unfortunately for 

him. 
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hlnkf his reputation, like that unhappy country to 
which you refer me for his laft military atchieve- 
mentSy has fuifered more by his friends than his 
enemies. In mercy to him» let us drop the fub- 
jed. For my own part, I willingly leave it to 
the public.ta determine whether your vindication 
of your friend has been as able and judicious, a»> 
it was certainly well intended -, and you, I think, 
may be fatisfied with the warm acknowledgments 
he ab-eady owes yoU for making him the principal 
figure in a piece, in which, but for your amicable 
afTiflance, he might have pafTcd without particular 
notice or diilinflion. 

In juftice to your friends, let your future la- 
bours be confined to the care of your own reputa- 
tion. Your declaration,- that you are happy in 
feeing young noblemen ccme among us, is liable to 
two objeftions. With refpeft to lord Percy, it 
means nothing, for he was already in the army. 
He was aid de camp to the king, and had the 
rank of colonel. A regiment therefore could not 
make him a more military man, though it made 
him richer, and probably at the expenceof fome 
brave, deferving, friendlefs ofiicer. — The other- 
concerns yourfelf. After felling the companions « 
of your vidory in . one inHance, and after felling 
your, profeffion in the other, by what authority do • 
}0u prefume to call yourfelf a foldier? The plain* 
D 3 evidence: 
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evidence of fa£b is fuperior to all declarations* 
Before you were appointed to the i6th regiment, 
your complaints were a diftrefs to government;—^ 
from that moment you were iilent. The ccnclu- 
iion is inevitable. You infinuate to us that your 
ill ftate of health obliged you to quit the fervice. 
The retirement neceflary to repair a broken con- 
ilitution, woqld have been as good a reafon for not 
accepting, as for religning the command of a 
regiment. There is certainly an error of the 
prefs, or an afFefted obfcurity in this paragraph, 
where you fpeak of your bargain with colonel 
Gifborne. Indead of attempting to anfwer what 
I really 'do not underftand, permit me to explain 
to the public what you really know. In exchange 
for your regiment, you 'Excepted of a colonel's 
half-pay (at lead 22ol. a year) and ^n annuity of 
20cl. for your own and lady Draper's life jointly. 
——And is this the looAng bargain, which you 
would reprefent to us, as if you had given up an 
income of 800I. a year for 3SCI ? Was it decent, 
was it honourable, in a man who pretends to 
love the army, and calls himfelf a foldier, to 
make a traffic of the royal favour, and to turn the 
highefl hoi^our of an a£live profeffion, into a fordid 
provifion for himfelf and his family ? It were un- 
worthy of me to prefs you farther. The con- 
tempt with which the whole ^army heard of the 

manner 
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manner of yoar retreat^ aiTujies me that as your 
condiPft was not ju&ified by precedent, it will 
sever be thought an example for imitation. 

The laft and mod important queflion remains* 
When you receive your half-pay, do you or do 
you not, take a folemn oath, or 'ilgn a declara- 
tion upon honour to the following effc6i ? TJbai 
you do not aSiually hold any place of profit 9 civil or 
military^ undtr his Majefty, The charge which 
this queftlon plainly conveys againfl you, is of ,fo 
ihocking a complexion, that I fincerely wifh you 
may be able to anfwer it well, not merely for the 
colour of your reputation, but for your own in- 
ward peace of mind. • 

JUNIUS. 

P. S. I.had determined to leave the Commgp- 
der in Chief inthe quiet enjoyment of bis/riend 
and his bottle; but Titus deferves an anfwer, and. 
ihall have a- compleat one. 

LETTER VL 

' a' LETTER OF. SIR WILLIAM pRAPER TO' 
JUNIUS. 

S I R, February t 25, I769«. 

I HAVE a very ihort anfwer for Junius's important 

queftion : I do not either take an oath, or declare- 

upon honour, that I have no place of profit, ci^vil or 

D 4 militaif^ 
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militaryy when I receive the half pay as an Infii 
colonel. My mod gracious Sovereign gives it 
me as a penfion ; he was pleafed to think I de- 
ferved \V The annuity 6f 20cl. Iri(h, and the 
equivalent for the half-pay together, produces no 
V more than 3 Sol. pe^ annum, clear of fees and 
, perquifites of office. 1 receive 1671. from my go- 
vernment of Yarmouth. Total 5471./^ annum. 
My confcience is much ateafe in tfaefe particulars; 
my friends need not blu(h for me. 

Junius makes much and frequent ufe of inter- 
rogations: they are arms that may be eaiily 
turned againfi himfelf. I could, by malicious 
interrogation, difturb the peace of the moft vir- 
tuous man in the kingdom ? I could take the de- 
calouge, and fay to one man» Did you never 
ileal } To the next, Did you never commit mur- 
der ? and to Junius himfelf, who is putting my 
life and condud to the rack, Did you never bear 
yal/e <wi/ffe/s SLgzixiH thy neighiour ? Junius mud 
eaiily fee, that unlefs he affirms to the contrary 
, ill hit real name, fome people who may be as ig- 
norant of him as I am, will be apt to fufpedl him 
of having deviated a little from the truth : there- 
fore let Junius afk no more queftibns. You bite 
againft a file : ceafe viper. , 

WILLIAM DRAPER 
LET- 
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LETTER VIL 

TO SIK WILLIAM DRAPER KNIGHT OF THB 
BATH. 

SIR, March 3, 1769. 

• x\n academical education has given you an un-> 
' limited command over the moil beautiful figures 
of fpeech. Mafks, hatchets, racks, and vipers, 
dance through your letters in all the mazes of me« 
taphorical confufion. Thefe are the gloomy com- 
panions of a difturbed imagination; the melan- 
choly madnefs of poetry, without the infpiration. 
I will not contend' with you in point of compofi- 
tion. You are a fcholar, Sir William, and, if £ 
am truly informed, you write Latin with almoft 
as much purity a^ Engliih. Suffer me then, for 
I am a plain unlettered man, to continue that 
flile of interrogation, which fuits my capacity, 
and to which, coniidering the readinefs of your 
anfwcrs, you ought to have no objed' Jn. fiven. 
Mr. Bingley promifes to anfwer, if put to the 
torture. 

Do you then really think that, if I were to 

a(k a moft virtuous man whether he ever committed 

- theft, or murder, it would difturb his peace of 

mind f Such a queition might perhaps difcompofe 

the 
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the gravity of his mufcles, but T believe it would 
little afFeft the tranquillity of his confcience. Ex- 
amine your own breaft, Sir William, and yoir 
will difcover, that reproaches and enquiries have 
no power to aiiii£t either the man of unble- 
miflied integrity or the abandoned profligate. It 
is the middle compound character which alone is 
vulnerable: the mah, who, without firoinefs 
tnough to avoid a di^onotirable adion, has feel- 
ing enough to be aihamed of it. 

J thank 7011 for your hint of the decalogue, and 
(hall take an (^ponunity of applying it to fome 
of your moil virtuous friends in both houfes pf 
. parliament. 

You feem to have dropped the aiFair of your re^ 
giment ; £d let it reft. When you are appointed to- 
another, J dare fay you will not fell, it either for 
a gvo(s fum, or for any annuity upon lives. 

I am truly glad (for realy. Sir William, I am ^ 
not your enemy, nor did, I begin this conteft with 
you) that you have been able (o clear yo«rXeJf x)f 
a crime, though at the expence of the higheft in- 
idifcretion. You fay that your half-pay was given 
you by way of peniion. I will not dwell upon 
the Angularity of uniting in your owa perfon two 
forts . of proviiion, which in their own nature, and 
in all military and parliamentary views, are in- 
compatible; but I call upon you to juftify that 

declaration^ 
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declaration, wherein yoa cbE^ge your SovereigB 
with having done an a£t in yoar favour notori- 
oufly againft law. The half-pay » both in Ireland 
and England, is appropriated by parliament; 
and if it be given to perfbns, who, l&e you, arc 
legally incapable of holding it, it is a breach of 
law. It would have been more decent in you, to 
have called this difhonourable tranfadlion by its 
trae name ; a job to accommodate two perfons, by 
particular interefl and management at the caflle. 
What fenfe muft government have had of your 
fervices, when the rewards they have given you 
are only a dilgrace to. you ! 

And now Sir William, I (hall take my leave 
of you for ever. Motives very diiFerent from any 
appreheniion of your refentment, make it impof- 
fible you fhould ever know me. In truth, you 
have fome reafon to hold yourfelf indebted to me. 
From the leflbns I have given, you may colledl a 
profitable inftruftidn for your future life* They 
will either teach you fo to regulate your conduft, 
as to be able to f^t the moil malicious inquiries at 
defiance; or, if that be a loCt hope, they will 
teach you prudence enough not to attaA the 
public attention upon a charader, which will only 
pafs without cenfure, when it pafTes without ob- 
fervatian.9 

J U N I US. 
LET- 
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f LETTER VIIL 

TO HISGRACE THE DUKE OP GRAFTOW^ 

MY LORD,. Alar^h'1% i-jSc). 

-Before you were placed at the head of affairs, it 
had been a maxim of the Englifh government* 
not unwillingly admitted by tfi« people, that 
every ungracious or fevere exertion of the prero. 
gative fhould be placed' to the account of the 
mmifter ; but that whenever an aft of grace or 
benevolence was to be performed j the whole merit 
of it Ihould be attributed to the Sovereign him- 
felf. It was a wife doftrine, my Ibrd, and equally 
advantageous to the King and to his fubjeftsf. 
for while it preferved that fufpicious attention^, 
with which the people ought always to examine 
the condud of minifters, it tended at the fame 
time rather to increaib than diminiih that attach- 
ment to the perfon of their Sovereign. If there 
be not a fatallity attending every meafure you are 
concerned in, by what treachery, or by what ex- 
cefs of folly has it happened, that thoft ungraci- 
ous afts, which have diftinguifhed'your admihi^ 
ftration, and which I doubt not were in ti rely your 
own, ihould carry with them a ftrong appearance 
of perfonal intereft, and even of p.erfonal enmity 

' in 
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hi a quarter, where no fuch intereil or enmhy can 
"be fuppofed to exift, without the higheft injufli^ 
and the higheft diihonour? On the other hand^ 
by what judicious management have you contrived 
it, that -the only aft of -mercy, to which yoo 
ever advifed your Sovereign, far from addingto the 
^uftre of a charadler truly gracious and benevo* 
^lent, fliould 'be received with ^i^itverfal difappro- 
"bation and difguil ! I fhall consider it as a mini- 
flerial meafure, becaufe it is an odius one, and 
.-as your meafure, -my lord diike, becaufe you are 
the miniHer. 

As long as the trial <3f this chairman was de- 
|>ending, h wa^ natural enough that government 
thould give him every poflible encouragement and 
fupport. The honourable fervicc for which he 
i¥as hired, and the fpirit with which he performed 
Ity made a common caufe between your grace and 
iiim. Theminidery who by fecr^t corruption in- 
vades the freedom of eledlions, and the ruffian, 
^ho by open violence deftroys th^ freedom, arc 
embarked in the fame bottom. They have thq 
fame interefts, and mutually feel for each other. 
To dojuftice to' your grace's humanity, you felt 
ibr Mac <2uirk as ' you ought to do, and if you 
bad been contented to aiTift him indireftly, with- 
out a notorious denial of juftioe, or openly in- 
fulcing the fenfe of thc^ nation, yoa might have 

fatis- 
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fotisfied every duty of political frlendihfp, wkhout 
comihicting the honour of your Sovereign, or har 
bearding the reputation of his government. But 
when this unhappy man had been folemnly tried^ 
ONividled and condexzuied ; — when it appeared that 
he had been frequently employed in the fame fer- 
vices^ and that no excu£e for him could be drawn 
either from the innocence of his former life, or 
the iimplicity of his character, was it not hazard- 
ing too much, to interpofe theflrength of the pre- 
rogative between thjs felon and the juftice of his 
country? You ought to have known that an ex- 
ample of this ibrt was never fo neceflary as at pre- 
sent ; and certainly you muft have known that 
the lot could not have fallen upon a more guilty 
pbjed. ' What fyjftem of government is this ? 
You are perpetually complaining of the riotious 
difpofition of the lower clafs of people, yet when 
the laws have gi\^en you the means of making 
an example, in ev^ry fenfe unexceptionable, and 
by far the moil likely to awe the multitude, you 
pardon the offence, and are not aihamed to give 
the fan£tion of government to the riots you com« 
plain of, and even to future murders. Yon are 
.partial perhaps to the military mode of execution, 
.and had rather fee a fcore of thefe wretches butch- 
.ered by the gu^ds, than one of them fuffer death 
tby regular courfe of law* How does it happen. 
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any lord, that, in your hands, even the mercy of 
the prerogative is cruelty and opprefTion to the 
iubjeift. 

The meafure it feems was {o extraordinary, that 
you thought it necelTary to give fome reafons^ for 
it to the public. Let tKem be fairly examined. 

1. You {2^y that Meffrs, Bromfield and Starling 
fwere not examined at Mac ^irk^s trial, I will tell 
•your grace why they were not. They muft have 
been examined upon oath ; and it was forefeen, 
that their evidence would either not benefit, or 
might be prejudicial to the prifoner. Otherwife, 
is it conceivable that his counfel fhould negled to 
call in fuch material evidence ? 

2. You fay that Mr* Foote did not fee the deceafed 
until after his death, A furgeon, my lord, muft 
know very little of his profellion, if upon exa- 
mining a wound, or a contufion, he cannot deter- 
mine whether it was mortal or not. — While the 
party is alive, a furgeon will be cautious of pro- 
nouncing ; whereas by the death of the patient* 
he is enabled to confider both caufe and effeA in 
one view, and to fpeak with a certainty confirmed 
by experience. 

\ Yet we are to thank your grace for the efta- 
bliOiment of a new tribunal. Your inquifito pofl 
mortem^ is unknown to the laws of England, and 
does honour to your invention. The only mate- 
rial 
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rial objedion to it is, that if Mr. Foot's evidence 
was infufHcient, becaufe he did not examine the 
wound till after the death of the party, much leis 
can a negative opinion, given by gentlemen who 
never faw the body of Mr. Clarke, either , before 
cr after his deceafe, authorifeyou to fuperfede the 
verdidt of a jury, and the fentence of the law. 

Now my lord, let me a(k you. Has it nerer 
occurred to your grace, while you were withdraw- 
ing this defperate wretch from that jullice which 
the laws had awarded, and which the whole people 
of England demanded againd him, that there is 
another man, who is the favourite of his country, 
whofe pardon would have been accepted with gra- 
titude, whofe pardon would have healed all our 
divifions? Have you quite forgotten that this man 
Avas once your grace's friend ? Or is it to mur- 
derers only that you will extend the mercy of the 
ccrown ? 

Thefe are queftions you will not anfwer. Nor 
is it neceflary. The character of your private life, 
^nd the uniform tenour of your public conduct, is 
an anfwer to them dL 

JUNIUS. 
LET- 
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LETTER IX. 

TO HIS GRACE THB DUKE OF GRAFTOK. 

• MY LORD, April 10, 1777. 

I HAVE fo good an opinion of your Grace's dif- 
cernment, that when the author of the vindica- 
tion of your conduft aflures us, that we writers i 
from his own meie motion, without the lead au- 
thority from your Grace, I fhould be ready enough 
to believe him, but for one fatal mark, which 
either your perfonal or your political charafler is 
concerned. — ^Your firft attempt to fupport Sir 
William Prodlor ended in the ele£lion-of Mr; 
Wilkes; the fecond enfured fuccefs to Mr. Glynn.* 
The extraordinary ftep you took fo make Sir 
James Lowther Lord Paramount of Cumberland,* 
has ruined his intereft in that county for ever'. 
The Houfe Lift of Dircdlors was curfed with iiit 
concurrence of government; and even the mifer- 
able Dingley could not cfcape the misfortune of 
ydiir Grace's proteflion. With this uniform ex- 
perience before us, we are authorifed to fufpeft, 
that when a pretended vindication of your prin- 
ciples and condudl in reality contains the bitterell 
reHedions upon both^ it could not^have been writ- 
VoL. L - ' ' E ten 
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ten without your immediate diredion and affift- 
ance. The/ author indeed call; G^d towitnefs 
for him, with all the fincerity, and in the vtry 
tern^s qf sgi Irifh- evidence, /» ibekefi rfH^ ifV^^ 
ledge and belief. My Lord, you fhould not en- 
courage theft appeals to heaiffcm The pious 
Prince, from whom you are fuppofed to 4efcend» / 
made fuch frequent uf^ of them in his public de- 
clarations, that at laft the people all found it ne- 
cefiary to appeal to heaven in their turn* Your 
admini^ration ha$ driven us into circumftances of 
equal diftrcfs ; — beware at lead how you remind ^ 
t»s of the remedy* 

You have already much to aufsyer fon You 
haye provoked this unhappy gentleman to play the^ 
kxli once more in pubiicilife, in ifpite of his years 
and infirmide;, andcoihewus, that, as you your* . 
ielif are a fin^ular inftance of yoiith without fpirit^ . 
the man who defends you is a no lefs remarkable 
example of age without the benefit of experience. 
To follow fuch a writer minutely would, like his 
own periods, be a labour without end* The^ub^ 
jed too has been already difcuiTed, and is fuffipt* 
ently under(lood. 1 cannot help obierving, how- 
ever, that^ when the p^irdon of Niac Quirk was the 
principal charge agalnll ypu, it would have been 
but a decent complinVent to your Grace's under* 
ftanding, to have defended you upon your own 

prill- 
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prittcipliear. WHat^onsiHt'dafcd k miatt Hetlsmi' wkb 
teU» US' plainly^ cliflc> tke^ faas fet fdHhift Ihk 
king's jprectamamik iiv«w ifortfatf ttwe taiMWsMOii 
wbkk ihe paftbn Wm pismx»^ nn6 thStV^d^wilhi^ 
tlut thofe cbitcrrgkd^orc8,iv&t<i4i*firft '|Am*^d<^ 
cafionto certain xilottlyt^ in the t^y«it ^bi^^^'hAt 
fiot-bcenf laid 'befofe ^hi» Mbj«ftjiu' Ydu fee;^%«^ 
Loi^, tbareven 'ydorifVkffdB caniMX'defti^ y6lllr 
aai<jn», without «hkii|^iyodJ^t{>ritJf^te^ • h«l- 
jalbify a deliberate meafHirfixf j^ovemmdttfi wifti 
out cont^adi^ing the Biaiii>a(fertion'en< wbidi'^ it 
was fonndedv 

Th^ conviaion of M^Q'Qui^k'had redli^ltfSyOft 
to a* dileini#a,' in ^ki^h it was -baNly poCBfl^lbii- 
yon CO reconcile^'yoar {>6lilkiil infm^ With ^ottr 
dutyv Yoi!i were obii^^d eitb^r to abnitd^n tLit^^ 
tive ufefol p^^tt, or' topw&ft -a fel^' froUt 
public jufiide. With yofiy •afoa^ fplvit; -yoii j^^f 
ferred your inteieib to > every other coilii^isftiMf f 
and ivith yoor ufual judgaienty yoo^^iiHtf^d- ^Otf# 
detiemnnation upon fh6 only motires Wbidi ftdaki 
not have been given ca the public* 

I have frequently cenfured Mr» Wilke«^ cob> 
dQA> yet your ^advocate reproaches •mtwkblii^v^ 
ing detK^ied myfelf to the fervice of ^MMbiiwt 
Your Grace can beft inform us, for whi€h oPMfJ 
Wilkes's good Equalities you firfb holiOor^cdliidP 
wichyooF frienddiip, ;or how loB{;«it%a»'-btfffre' 
£ 2 you 
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yon difcovered thofe bad ones in him, at which, it 
feenis, your delicacy was offended. Remember, 
my Lord, that yoa continued your connexion witk 
J^r. Wilkes long after he had been coavided of 
ihofe crinies) which yoa have fince taken pains to 
^eprefent in the blacked colours of hlafphemy and 
treason. . How unlucky is it, that the £rft xnilance 
•you have given us of a fcrupulous regard <to ^ieco- 
rum \s united with the breach of a moral obliga- 
xion i por my. own part» my Lord, I am proud 
^p a^iriii, that, if I had been weak enougli.to form 
fuch a friendfhip, I would never hajye been bafe 
fnough to betray.it. But, let Mr* Wilkes's cha- 
ra^ler be what it may, this at leail is certain* 
that, circumilanced as he is with regard to the 
public, even his vices plead for him. The pjfeple 
.pf England have too mu.ch difcernment to {\xff^ 
your .Grace to Cake advantage of the fallings of a 
private charader, to eftabliih a precedent by whick 
the public liberty i,s afieded, and which you may 
hereafter, with equal eafe and fatisfadion, employ 
to the ruin of the beft men in the kingdom. — 
Content ypnrfelf, my lord, with the many advan* 
tages, which the unfullicd purity of yourown cka- 
X^L^ti has .given you over your unhappy deferted 
f;iend. Avail yourfelfof all the unforgiving piety 
qf the court you live in, and blefs God that yoa 
^j .are not. as. other men are i extortioners^, nnj-ull, 

*'ad«l-. 
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♦* adulterers, <v even as this publican." In a heart 
void of feeling, the laws of honour and good faith 
may be violated with impunity, and there you may 
fafely indulge your genius* But the laws of Eng-, 
land fhall not be violated, even by your holy zeal* 
to opprefs a finner; and though' you havefucceed- 
ed in making him the tool, you.ihall not make him 
the vidtim of your ambition. JUNIUS. 

A monody; OJl THE TEARS OF SEDITION ON 
THE DEATH OF JUNIUS. 

^ifs till Silure/uror ? 

A ND.are thefe periods fill'd with tuneful care, 
Thofe thoughts which gleam'd with Ciceronian 
ore. 

Are they my Junius ^ p^fsM like vulgar air, 
Droop'd is thy plume, to rife on Fame no more ? 

Thy plume! — it was the harp of fong in.profe: 
Oft has its numbers footh'd the felon's ear> 

Olt to its tufte my.Wilkite heroes rofe 

With couch'd tobacco-pipes in ads to Q)ear« 

Where now (hall ftormy Clodius and^is crew,. 

My dear affembly to the midnight hour, . 
Ah! where acquire a trumpeter? — fince you 

No more (hall rouze them with your claHic power. 
E 3 Accurs'd 
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AccqrsM Silurus ! bhtft^ be thy wing ! 

That grey Scotch wing which led. th* unerring 
.dart! 
Invirtuie*9 caiife cpald all. that^s fatire (ling 

A bofi)in, which corr.uption's poiferi fraught \ 

I|j)ppQbJe — then hear ixxc, fiends of hell, 
'^his dark event, this my £ery unfold; 
PoifonM was Junius ? No ; alas ! he fell 
'* MfdH arrows dipp'd in minifterial gold/' 

Then hear me, rioters, of m^ command. 
Condemn the villain to a traitor's doom : 
Leinon&bbefaithful knaves* Adorn g^yband ^ 
u diaf^fMa thia^chant^f iota his'tomb. 

Here fttnk- an iiTayift,' of dabtous namer 
'^ 'Whoie tiniel'd pageoB s^y cadence run. 
Friendlefs, with party— -noted, without fame, 
Virtiie^and vice di&IaimM him as a fon* 

POETIKASTOS. 
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L E T T E R X. 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRIKrBR OF THE PUBLIC 
ADVERFISER. 

SIR, April lit 1769. 

1 HE fnpnody oik the foppofed death of Janias* 
is pot t)ic lefs poAtical for being founded on a 
fi^Uon. In foQie. pares of it, there isapromife of 
.geniusy which deferies to be encouraged. My 
Jetter pf Monday willy I hope, convince the au- 
thor that I ajn noithjir a parrifan of Mr- Wilkes, 
nor yet bought oiF.by the miniflry. It is true I 
have r^fufed offex^ which a more prudent or a more 
iittereged man ^^ouldhave accepted. Whether ic 
.be iimplicity or virtue in me, I can only affirm that 
/ am itt earitfii becaufe lam convinced, »s far as 
my -itnd^rflanding is capable of judging, that, the 
jprefent miniilry are driving this country to de- 
firudtion; and you, I think. Sir, may be iatisfied 
that my rank and fortune place me above a com- 
ioon bribe* 

J'UNIUS. 
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LETTER XL 

TO MR. EDWARD WESTON. 

SIR, April 11^ i769« 

1 SAID yoa Were an old man without the benefit 
of experience. It feems you are alfo a volunteer 
with the flipend of twenty commiilions ; and at 
a period when all profpedls are at an end, you are 
ilill looking forward to rewards, which you can- 
not enjoy. No man is better acquainted with the 
. bounty of government than you are.. 
■ ton impudence i 

Temiraire 'vieillardi aura fa recompenfe. 
But 1 will not defcend to an altercation either 
with the impotence of your age, or the peevifti- 
nefs of your defeafes. Your pamphlet, ingenious 
as it is, has been fo little read, that the public 
cannot know how far you have a right to give me 
the lie, without the following citation of your 
own words. 

Page 6 — *,i. That he is pfrfuided that themo- 

* lives, which he (Mr. Weftoi ) his alledged, muft 

* appear fully ftfficient, with or without the opi- 

* nions of the fur^cons. 

« 2. That 
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* z . That thofe very motives mvsthavb been 

* the foundation, on which the Earl of Rochford 

* thought proper, &c. 

* 3. That he cannot but regret that the 

* Earl of Rochford feems to have thought proper 

* to lay the chirurgical reports before the King» 

* in preference to all the other fufficient mo- 

* tivcs,* &c. 

Let the public determine whither this be de- 
fending government on their principles or your 
own. 

The flyle and language you have adopted are, I 
confefs, not ill fuited to the elegance of your own 
manners, or to the dignity of the caufe you have 
undertaken. Every common dawber writes rafcal 
and villain under his piflures ; becaufe the pictures 
themfelves have neither character nor refemblance. 
fiut the works of a mailer require no index. His 
features and colouring are taken from nature.. 
The impreilion they make is immediate and uni- 
form ; nor is it poifible to miftake his charadlers, 
whether they reprefent the treachery of a minifter, 
or the abufed fimplicity of a King, 

JUNIUS. 
LET. 
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TO HIS GRACE THt DVkF Or GRA>TON^ 

^M Y LORD, JfHl t^i 1769. 

* 1 HE fyftcm ypi% fe6n^d to' liave adopted* when 
Lord Chatham unexpe£iedly left you. at the head 
of a&irsy, give us no promife of that uncommon 
exertion of vigour, which has iince iHpHxated your 
chataAer, 'and diilinguifhed your admin ift ration. 
Far from difcover^ng a fpirit bold enough to in- 
vade the iiril rights of the people, and the firft 
principles of the cQ;:)ftitution, you were fcrupu- 
,lous of exercifing €ven thofe powers, with which 
the executive branch of the legiflature is kgally 
invefted. We have not yet forgotten how long 
Mr. Wilkes was fuffered to appear at large, nor 
how long he was at liberty to canvafs for |he city 
and country, without; all the terrors of an outlawry 
hanging over him* Our gracious Sovei;eign has 
not yet forgotten the extraordinary care you took 
bf his dignity, and of the fafety of his per/on, 
when, at a crifis which courtiers ^fiedted to call 
alarming, you left the metropolis expofed for two 
nights together, to every fpecies of riot and diC- 
order. The fecurity of the royal refidence from 
infult was then fufficiently provided for in Mr. 

Conway's 
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Conway's finnnefs and Lord'Wejrmouth's'difcre- 
tion; white the Prime Miniftcr of Great Bl'kain, 
in a rural retirementy and in thef arms bf faded 
beauty, had loft all memory of his Sovereign; his 
country and himfelf. In^thefe inftancesyoa itiighc 
have ii&ed with' vigoar/ for you would hzv6 had 
the fetfflfon of the laws to fopport yon. The 
friends of government might have defended you 
without 'ihame, and mbderate men, who wiih 
well 'to* the peace and good order of fociety, 
might have been a pretence for applauding yonr 
condufl. But thefe it feems were not occafsons 
worthy t)f your Grace's interpofition. You re- 
ferved'the proofs of your intrepid fpirit for trials 
of greater hazard and importance ; and now, ^s 
if the nit>ft difgraceful 'relaxation of the executive 
authority had given you a daim of credit to in- 
dulge in excefles fttll more dangerous/ you feem 
determined to compenfate amply for your former 
negligence; and to balance the non- execution of 
die laws with the breach of a conftitution. FrOm 
one- extreme you fuddenly ftart id the other, with- 
out leaving, between ' the weaknefs and the fury 
of the p^fiions, one moment's interval for the 
iif mnefs of the nnderftanding. 

Thefe obfervations, general as they are, might 
ea&ly be extended into a faithful liiftory of your 
Grace's "^adminiftration^ ^nd perhaps may be the 

employ- 
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cxnplpyment of /acftAure kour. But the buiinefs of 
the prctjfent.mbm^n^^All^cot fufFer me to look, 
back to .A £sjcks of eycDts, which ceafe to be inte- 
refting or i^>por«ant^ becaufe they are fucceeded 
by a zneafure ib Angularly daring,, that it excites, 
all our attention, and cngrofTes all our refentment. 
Your patronage of Mr. Luttrell has been crown- 
ed with fuccefs. With this precedent before you^ 
with the principles on which it was eUablifhed, and 
with a future houfe of commons, perhaps lefs virn 
tuous than the prefent, every county in England^ 
under the aufpices of the treafury, may be repre- 
fented as compleatly as the county of Middlefex* 
Poflerity will be indebted to your Grace for not- 
con ten ting, yourfelf with a temporary expedient»- 
but entailing upon them the immediate bleflings 
of your adminiilration. Boroughs were already 
too much at the mercy of government. Countiea 
could neither bepurchafed nor intimidated. But 
their folemn determined eleftion may be rejefted,. 
and the man they deteft may be appointed, by< 
another choice, to reprefent them in parliament*- 
Yet it is admitted, that the ftierifFs obeyed the 
laws and performed their duty. The return they, 
made mull have been legal and valid, or undoubt- 
edly they would have been cenfured for making 
it. With every good natured allowance for your 
Grace's youth and inexperience, there are fome 

things 
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things which you cannot but know. You cannot 
but know that the right of the freeholders to ad- 
bere to their choice (even fuppofing it improperly 
exerted) was as 'cleftr and indifputable as that of 
the houfffe of commons to exclude one of their own 
in^mbers ?'— nor is it poffible for you not to fee 
the wide diftance there is between the negative 
|>owcrof reje(5Hng one man, andthfe polidve power 
'of appointing another. The right of expulfiqn, 
4d the moft favoui*able fenfe, is no more than the 
caflom of parliament. The right'of eledlion is 
the very effenceofthe conftitution. To violate. 
that right, and much more to transfer it to any 
Other fet of -men, is a ftep leading immediately to 
the diffolution of all government. So far forth 
as it Operates*, it conftitutes a houfe of commons, 
which does not reprefent the pedjjle. A houfe of 
commons fo formed would involve acohtradiiflion 
ind the grofleft confufion'of ideas ; but there are 
fome minifters, my Lord, whofe views can only 
be anfwered by reconciling abfurdities, and mak- 
ing the fame propofition, which is hlCs and ab- 
ftird in argument, true in faft. 

This meafure, my Lord, is however attended 
with one confequence, favourable with the people, 
which I am perfuaded you did not forefee. While 
the conteft lay between the miniftry and Mr. 
Wilkes, his fituation and private charadler gave 

you 
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yots advantages over Jiisn which common candoDt» 
if no( the memory ofyourformer friendihipihouid 
have forbidden you tp make ufe of. To religious 
jnen yoii had an opportunity, of exaggerating the 
irregularities of his paft li& ;— to moderate -mea 
you held forth the pernicious confequences of fac* 
tion. Men, who with this charader^ looked.no 
farther than the obje^ before them, were not dif^ 
fatigued at feeing Mr. Wilkes excluded from par* 
]iamen(. You have now taken care to ifaift the 
quefUoQ i or» ratberi you have created a new one» 
in which Mr. Wilkee is no more concerned than 
any other Engllih gentleman. You have united 
this country againft you oxv one grand coniUtutio<« 
nal point> on the deciiion of which. our exiftence^ 
as a free people, abfolutely dependt* Yob have 
a/Terted, not in ^'ords but in fad, that repre- 
fentation in parliament does not depend upon the 
choice of the freeholder. If fuch a cafe can pof-^ 
fibly happen once^ it may happen frequently j it 
may happen always.t — and if three hundred votes^* 
by any mode of reafoning whatfoever, can prevail 
againfl twelve hundred, the fame reafoning would 
equally have given Mn Luttrell his feat with ten 
votes, or even with one., l^e confequences of this, 
attack upon the conftitution are. too. plain and 
palpable npt to alarm the dulled a ppreheniion. . I 
trufl you will £nd« that the people of England are- 

neither 
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ntidier deficient' in fpirit nor uMdeHbindin]g;» 
tkoagh yoa* have treated; them ». as ifthey had nei- 
ther fcnfc td feel nor fpirit to refent. We have 
reafon to thank God and ioar anceftors, that there ; 
never yet waft a minifter in this country, whacotdd 
ftand the iflae of fuch a conKA r ^nd with every 
ppejadke in favour of yoai* intentions, I fee no 
fuch abilitief in your Gra^e, as (hould endtle yoit 
to facceed in an enterprise, in which the ableft 
and bafed of yoar predeeeiToft have found their 
deftrttdUon. Yon may continue to deceive your 
gracious mailer with falfe reprefentations of the 
temper and condition of Ms fubjedb. Yoa may 
command a venal vote, becaufe it is the commpa 
eAablilh^d appendage of your office. But never 
hope that the freeholders will make a tame fur- 
retider of their rights, or that an Englifh army .. 
will join with you in overturning the liberties of 
their country. They know that their firft duty, 
ascitizeiks, is paramount to all fabfequent engage*- ' 
nents, nor will they perfer the difcipline or eveii 
the honours of their profefiton to thofe facred ori- 
ginal rights, which belonged to them before they 
were foldiers, and which they claim and poiTefi as 
the birth-rights of £ngli(hmen. 

Return, my Lord, before it Is too late, to that 
eafy infipid fyikemf which you Brfi fet out with. 
Take back your miftrefs^— the name of friend 

may 
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may be fatal to her, for it leads to treachery and 
perfecution. Indulge the people. Attend New- 
market. Mr. Luttrell may again vacate his feat ; 
and Mr. Wilkes, if not perfecuted» will foon be 
forgotten. To be weak and inactive is fafer than 
to be daring and criminal ; and wide is the dif- 
tance between a riot of the populace and a con- 
vuliion of the whole kingdom. You may live to 
make th^ experiment, but no honeft man can 
wiih you ihould furvive it* 

JUNIUS. 

L E T T E R XIIL 

'TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

' M Y L O R D, May 30, 1769, 

If the meafures in which you have been moll 
fuccefsful, had been fupported by any tolerable 
appearance of argument, 1 Ihould have thought 
my time not ill employed, in continuing to ex- 
amine your conduct as a minifler, and flating it 
fairly to the public , but when I fee queflions of 
the highcft national importance carried as they 
have been, and the firll principles of the confti- 
tution openly violated, without argument or de- 
cency. I confefs, I give. up the caufe in defpair. 
The meaneil of your predeceiTor^ had abilities 

fufiicient 
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fiifEcient to give a colour to tlieir meafures. If 
they invaded the rights of the people, they did 
not dare to offer a dire^ infult to their under- 
ftanding ; and, in former times, the mod venal 
parliaments made it a condition^ in their bargain 
with the minifter, that he fiiould furniOi them 
wh fome plaufible pretences for felling their 
country and themfclves. You have had the merit 
of introducing a more catnpendioas fydem of gQ* 
vernment and logic* You neither a4drefs your^ 
fclf to thepaifions, nor to the underftanding, but 
fimply to the touch. You apply yourfelf imme- 
diately to the feelings of your friends, who, con- 
trary to the forms of parliament, never- enter 
heartily into a debate, until they <have divided. 
• Relinquifliing, therefore^ all idle views o^ 
amendment to your Grace, or of benefit to the 
public, let me be permitted to confider your cha-« 
radler and condu^ merely as a fubjedl of curious 
fpeculation. — There is fomething in both, which 
diftinguifhes yo\i not only from all other minif- 
ters, but all other men. It is not that you do 
wrong by deiign, but that you (hould never do 
right by miftake. It is not that your indolence 
and your aflivity have been equally mifapplied, 
but that the firft uniform principle, or, if I may 
fo call it, the genius of your life, fhould have 
carried you through cvfiry pofilble change and 
V o L. I. f con- 
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eontradi£lion of condtitEl, without the momtntztyt 
imputation or coIoiH- ofavirtae; and that ther 
wildcft fpirit of inconfiflfency, ihould never once 
have betrayed yea into a wife or honourable 
H^ion. This, 1 own, gives an air of iingalarity 
to your fortune^ as well as' to your difpoiition* 
Let us look back together to a fcence, in whieh » 
jnind like yours will find nothing to repent of. 
Let us try, my Lord, how well you have fup- 
{)orted the various relations in which you ftobd, to 
your fovcreign, your country, your friends, ani 
yourfelf. Give us, if it be podible, ibme excufc 
to pofterity, and to ourfelves, for fubmitting to> 
your adniiniflration. If not the abilities of » 
great roiniiler, if not the integrity of a patriot,. 
©r the fidelity of a friend, Ihew us, at leaft, the 
iirmnefs of a man.— -For the fake of your i^idrefs^ 
the lover ihall be fpared. I will not kad her inta 
public as yon have done, nor will I infuk the 
memory of departed beauty. Her fex, whicb 
alone made her amiable in your eyes, makes her 
refpeftable in mine. 

The charafter of the reputed anceftors of fome 
men, has made it pofiible for their defcendaats ta 
be vicious in the extreme, without being degene- 
rate. Thofe of your Grace, for inftance, left 
no diftrefiing examples of virtue, even to their 
legitimate pofterity, and you may look back 
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>vith i^eafiire to an illufinous pedigree, iq whicit 
heraldry ba9 opt left a^ Angle good quality upon 
lecord to iafult or upbraid you. You have better 
proofs of your defcent, my Lord, than the re* 
gifter of a marriage, or any troublefome inhe* 
|:itance of reputation* There are fome hereditary. 
Ib-pke$ 'of chara&er, by which a family may be as 
clearly diflinguiihed as by the blackeil features 
of the human face. Charles the Firft lived and 
died a hypocrite. Charles the Second was a hy-^ 
pocrite of another fort, and fhould have died upon 
the fame fcalFoId. At the diftance of a cencui-yr 
we fee their different characters happily levived 
and blended in your Grace. Sullen and fevere 
without religion^ profligate without gaiety, yoa 
live like Charles the Second, without being an 
amiable companion, and, for aught I know, may 
die as his father did, without the reputatipn of a 
martyr. 

You have already taken your degrees with cre- 
dit in thofe fchools, in which the Englilh nobi- 
lity are formed to virtue, when you were intro-^ 
4aced to Lord Chatham's protedion. From New* 
fXMrket, White's, and the oppofition, he gave you 
to the world with an air of popularity, which 
young m^n ttfually fet out with, and feldom pre- 
^rvp ; — grave and plaufible enough to be thought 
H for bufioefs; too young for treachery; and, 
F 2 ia 
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in (hort, a patriot of nonnpromifing expedlationsr 
Lord Chatham was the earlieft obje^ of your po- 
litical wonder and attachment ; yet yoa deferted 
Kim, upon the fir& hopes that offered of an equal 
fiiare of power with Lord Rockingham. When 
the Dake of Cumberland's iirft negociation failed, 
and when the favourite was puihed to the laftex* 
tremity, you faved him, by joining with an ad- 
miniftration, in which Lord Chatham had refufed 
to engage. Still however he was your friend, 
and you are yet to explain to the world, why yoa 
confented to aft without him, or why, after unit- 
ing with Lord Rockingham, you deferted and 
betrayed hib. You complained that no meafure^ 
were taken to fatisfy your patron, and that your 
friend Mr. Wilkes,, who had fuffered fo much for 
the party, had been abandoned to his fate. They 
have iince contributed, not a little, to your prefeot 
plenitude of power ; yet, I think, Lord Chat- 
ham has lefs reafon than ever to be fatisfied f and 
aa for Mr. Wi]kes, it is, perhaps, the greatefl 
misfortune of his life, 'that you ihouk^ liave.f(> 
many compenfations to make in the clofet for 
your former friendfhip with him. Your gracious 
mafter underftands your charadler, and makes yoo 
a periecutor becaufeyou have been a friend. 

Lord Chatham formed his laft adminiftratio» 
upon principles which you certainly concurml ift» 

or 
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m yon cottld never have been placed at the head 
cf the Treafary. By deferting thofe principles, 
and by adling a dired contradiction to them, in 
which he found yon were fecredy fupported in the 
clofet, you foon forced him to leave you to your* 
ieify and to withdraw his name from an admini* 
Oration, which had been formed on the credit of 
it. Yon had then a profped of friendflihips bet« 
ter fttited to your genius, and more likely to &x 
your diipofition. Marriage is the point on which 
every rake is Hationary atlaft; and truly, my 
Lord, you may well be weary of the circuit yoa 
have taken, for you have now furly travelled 
through every fign in the political zodiac, from 
the Scorpion, in which you ftung Lord Chatham, 
to the hopes of aVirgin in the houfe of Bloomfbury* 
One would think, that you had had fufiictent ex- 
perience of the frailty of nuptial engagements, or» 
at leaft, that fuch a friendChip as the Duke of 
Bedford's might have been fecured to you by the 
aufpicious marriage of your late duchefs with 
his nephew. But ties of this tender nature can- 
not be drawn too clofe ; and it may poffibly be a 
part of the Duke of Bedford's ambition, after 
making ier an honeft woman, to work a miracle 
of the fame fort upon your Grace. This worthy 
Nobleman has long dealt in virtue. There has 
been a large confumption of it in his own family 1 
F 3 and. 
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and, in the way of traffic, I dare fay, he ha» 
bought and fold moris than half the reprefehtative 
integrity of the nation. 

In apoHtical view, thiis union isnotimpru- 
denr. The favour of princes is a periihabie com - 
modhy. You have now a ftre'ngth ftrfficient to 
commdnd the clofet ; and if St be neceJQary to be- 
tray one friendihfp mere, you may fct even Lord 
Bute at defiance. Mr. Stuart Mackenzie m%y 
po^ly remember what ufe the Duke of Bedford 
ikAn^lly xtiakts of hh power ; and our gracious 
Sovereign, I doubt not, rejoices at this £rft 9p* 
^ear^nce of urdon among his fervants^ His late 
Mar^eHy, under the happy influence of a family 
connexion between his minifters, was relieved 
from the ckres of government. A more aAive 
prin<;e may perhaps obferve, with fuipicion, by 
what degrees an artful fervant grows upon his 
inafter from the firft unlixxlxted profeiGons of duty 
s(nd attachmi^nt to the painful reprefentation of 
the neceffity of the royal fefvice, and foon, in re- 
gular progreiSon, to the humble infolence of difta* 
ting in all the obfequioirs forms of peremptory 
fubmifiion.' The interval is carefully employed 
?n forming Connexions, creating interefls> col- 
Jedling a party, and laying the foundation of 
double marriages, until the deluded prince, who 
rihought he had foU44 ^ creature profticuted to his 

fervice^ 
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Service, and infigftificaftt eaouj;]! «> be alwuys de« 
pendant upon his pkafurek finds him at laft toa 
strong to be cominandedj and (00 foricidable to 
he removed. * 

Your Grace's public coDdu£k» as a ininifter, is 
l>nt the counter- part of your private hiAory} the 
iame incottiiflency, the ftme contradilUons. la 
America we trace you, from the firH oppoTition 
to the Stamp A6t, on principles of convenience, 
to Mr. Pitt's furrender of the rights then for* 
ward to Lord Rockingham's furrender of the fa£l | 
then back again to Lord Rockii^iiam's declaration 
of the right ; then forward to taxation with Mr* 
Towniheed ; and in the laftindancej from chegen** 
tie Con way's undetermined difcretioni to blood and 
compulfion with the Duke of Bedford : yec if w# 
^ay believe the Simplicity of Lord North'a 
eloquence, at the opesing of next. fsSpfi^^ ^0% 
^e once more to be pAtnon of America. Is thi^ 
the wifdom of a great minifler ? or is it the vibra^ 
tion of a pendulum ? Had you no opinion of your 
'Own» my Lord ? or was it the gratification of be^ 
traying every part with which you have been 
nnitedy and of deferting every political principle 
in which you had concurred. 

Your enemies may tarn their eyes without re* 
gret from this admirable fyftem of provincial gt* 
vernment ; they will find gratification enoirgh in 
the fi^vey of your domeftic and foreign policy. 

F4 If, 
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If, inftead of difowning with lord Shelburne^' 
the Britiih court had interpofed with dignity and 
firmnefs, you know, my Lord^ that Corfica 
would never have been invaded. The French {2W- 
the weaknefs of a di(lra6ted miniftry, and were 
juftified in treating you with contempt : they 
would probably have yielded in the firft ioflance 
rather than hazard a rupture with this country ; 
but being once engaged, they cannot retreat: 
without diihonour. Comn^on fenfe forefees con* 
lequences which have efcaped your Grace's pene* 
tration. Either we fufier the French to make an 
acquifition^ the importance of which you have 
probably no conception of, or we oppofe them by 
an underhand management, which only difgraces 
lis in the eyes of Europe, without anfwering any 
puppofe of policy or prudence. From fecret in- 
difcreet affiftance, a tranfition to fome more open" 
decifive meafures becomes unavoidable, till at 
laft we find ourfelves principles in the war, and 
are obliged to hazard every thing for an objeft 
which might have originally been obtained without 
expence or danger. lam notverfed in the politics 
of the north ; But this I believe is certain, that 
half the money you have diftributed to carry ihfi 
expulfionof Mr* Wilkes, or even your fecretary's 
ihare in the teft fubfcription^ would have kept 
the Turks at your devotion. Was it csconomy, xay 

horii 
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JUord ? or did the coy reMance you- have con- . 
ftantly met with in the Britifli fenate, make yoa. 
defpair of corrupting the Divan ? Your friends 
indeed have the firft claim upon your bounty, but 
if five hundred pounds a year can be ipared in 
penfion to Sir John Moore, it would not have 
difgraced yon to have allowed fomething to the 
iiecrec fervice of the public. 

You will fay perhaps that the fituadon of affairs 
at home demanded and engroiTed the whole of 
your attention. Here I confeft, you have been . 
a^ve. An amiable accompliflied prince afcends 
the throne, under the happieft of all aufpices, 
the apclamations and united affe£iions of his fub- 
jeds. T^e firftmeafures'of his reign, and even 
the odium of a favourite, were not able to fhake 
their attachments. Tour iervices, my Lord, have 
been more fuccesful. Since you were permitted 
to take the lead, we have feen the natural eiFe&s 
ofafyftem of government at once both odious 
jand contemptible. We have feen the laws fome- 
times fcandaloufly relaxed, fometimes violently 
ftretched beyond their tone. We have ieen the facred 
perfon of the Sovereign infulted ; and in profound 
peace, and with an undifputed title, the fidelity 
4)f his fubje^ brought by his own fervants into 
^ public ^neilLion. Without abilitie^^ refolution, 

or 
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or inter^f yoa have donie uidre than Lord fiat»- 
«5<mld dccoxnpliih, with all Scotland at his heels. 

Your Gt*ace, little sftixious perhaps either JFor 
^feifeBt or future reputation^ will not deiire to be 
handed down in thefe flours to pofterity. Voa 
have reafon to Matter yoodelf that the memory of 
your adminiftration W'illfurvive even the fc/ttns of 
a conftitution, which e^ aiifieeftors vainly hoped 
^Ottld be iinm<>]rtal ; and as f<^ .your perfonal 
irhara^et-, I will not for ihe hotofotrr of hnman 
tiature, Aippofe that you can wifii tohaV^it^-e* 
nfien^be/^d. The condition of the prefent times 
ts defperate indeed ; but therie i< a debt d«te t6 
thoTe who come after us, and it is the hi;ftorian'^ 
office to punifhy though he cannot correA. I do 
not give you to poftei-ity as a paKtei^n to iftiitate^ 
but as an example to deter $ and as your condudk 
compriebends ev^ry thing that a wife or h^neft 
minider fliould avoid, I mean to make you a ne^ 
gative inilru&ion to ydur AtcceiTors ffk ever. 

J U N I US- 

LETTER XIV. 

TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE 6f GRAFTON. 

MY LORD, Jufy 8, 1769. 

If nature had given you an underilanding qaall- 
iied to keep pace with the wiihes and principles 

of 
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ef your heart» fhe ihonld have made yon, perhaps^ 
the moil formidable minifler that ever .was em- 
ployedy under a limited monarchy to accomplifii 
the ruin of a free people. When neither the feelings 
of fhame, the reproaches of confcience, nor the 
dread of puniihment, form any bar to thede* 
figns of a miniHer, the people would have top 
much reafon to lament their condition, if they 
did not find fome refource in the weaknefs of hif 
underftanding. We owe it to the bounty of Pro- 
vidence, that the compleateft depravity of the heart 
ts fometimes ftrangely united with a confufion of 
the mind, which countera^s the moH favorite 
principles, and makes the fame man treacherous 
without art, and a hypocrite without deceiving]. 
The meafures, for inftance, in which your Grace's 
adivity has been chiefly exerted, as they were 
adopted without (kill, fhould have been conducted 
with more than common dexterity. But truly, 
my Lord, the execution has been as grofs as the 
deiign. fiy one decifive ftep, you have defeated 
all the arts of writing. You have fairly con- 
founded the intrigues of oppofition^ and filenced 
the clamours of fa^on. A dark ambiguous 
fy&em might require and furniih the materials of 
ingenious illoftration, and, in doubtful meafures, 
the virulent exaggeration of party muft be em- 
f loyedf to rouze and engage the pa^ions ef the 

people. 
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people. Yoa have now brought the merits of 
yoar admlniftration to an iiTue, on which every 
Englifliman, of the narroweft capacit)', may de- 
termine for himfelfl It is not an alarm to the 
paifions, but a calm appeal to the judgment of 
the people upon their ownmofteflential interefts. 
A oiore experienced minifter would not have ha- 
zarded a dire£l invafion of the firft principles of 
the conftitution, before he had made fome pro- 
grefs in fubduing the fpiritof the poople. With 
fttch a caufe as yours, my Lord, it is not fufficienc 
that you have the court at your devotion, unlefs you 
can find means to corrupt or intimidate the jury. 
The collective body of the people form that jury, 
and from their deciiion there is but one appeal. 
' Whether you have talents to fupport you, at 
a crifis of fuch difficulty and danger, fhonld lon^ 
fince have been confidered. Judging truly of 
your difpofition, you have perhaps miftaken the 
extent of our capacity. Good faith and folly 
have fo long been received for fynonimous terms, 
that the reverfe of the proportion has grown into 
credit, and every villain fancies himfelf a man of 
abilities. It is the apprehenfion of your friends, 
my Lord, that you have drawn fome hafly con- 
<luiion of this fort, and that a partial reliance 
upon your moral character has betrayed you be- 
yond the depth of your underftanding. Yoa have 

now 
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now carried things too far to retreat. Yon have 
plainly declared to the people what they are to ex« 
peA from the continuance of your adminiilration* 
It is time for your Grace to coniider what yoa 
alfo may expe£l in return from their fpirit and 
their refentment. 

Since the accefiion of our mod gracious So- 
vereign to the throne* we have fecn a fyftcm of 
governnient, which may well be called a reign of 
experiments* Parties of all dencMninations have 
been employed and difmiiTed. The advice of the 
ableft men in this coui^try has been repeatedly 
called, for and rejected ; and when the royal dif* 
pleafure has been iignified to a minifter, the marks 
of it have ufaaily been proportioned to his abili* 
ties and integrity. The fpirit ofcheFAVOuaiTB 
had ibme apparent influence upon every admini- 
ftration ; and every fet of minifters preferved an 
appearance of duration, as long as they fubmitted 
to that influence. But there were certain fer- 
vices to be performed for the Favourite's iecnrity, 
or to gratify his refentmentsy which your prede- 
ce(p3rs in pffice had the wifdom or the virtue not 
to undertake. The moment this refra£kory fpirit 
was difcovered, their difgrace was determined. 
Lord Chatham, Mr. Grenville, and Lord Rock- 
ingham have fucceflively had the honour to be 
difmilTeii for pre&rring.dieir duty^ a» iervasts of 

the 
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the public, to thofe cooipliances which were ex- 
polled from their ftation. A fubmiAive admini- 
ilratioa was at lad gradually colkdkd from the 
deierters of all parties, interefts and connexions ; 
and nothing remained but to £nd a leader for 
thcfe gallant well-difciplined troops. Stand forth, 
my Lord, for thou art the mattd Lord Bute 
found no refource of dependance or iecurity ia 
the proud impoiing fuperiority of Lord Chatham's 
abilities, the fiirewd inflexible judgment of Mr. 
Grenville, nor in the mild but determined 
integrity of Lord Rockingham. His views and 
fituation required a creature void of all thefe prq« 
perties ; and he was forced to go through every 
diviiion, refolution, compoiition, and refinement 
of political chemiftry, before he happily arrived 
at the caput mortuum of vitriol in your Qrace. 
Flat and inflpid in your retired date, but brought 
into adlion, you become vitriol again. Such are 
the extremes of alternate indolence or fury, 
which have governed your whole adminiftration. 
Your circumflances with regard to the people 
foon becoming defperate, like other honeft ferr 
vants, you determined to involve the beA of 
matters in the fame difficulties with yourfelf. We 
owe it to your Grace's well direded labours, that 
your Sovereign has been perfuaded to doubt of 
iheafiedioas of his fubjefls, and the people to 

fufpeft 
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fi^e£l the virtues of their Sovereign, ^t a tinie 
wh^Q both were unqueftionable. You have de^ 
graded the royal dignity into a bafe, di(honour-^ 
able competition with Mr. Wilkes, nor had yoa 
abilitiea to carry ev^n the )aft contemptible tri- 
umph over a private man, without the groiTeH 
violation of the fundamental laws of the condi- 
tution and rights of the people. Bui thefe are 
rightSf my Lord, which you can no more annihi- 
late than yon can the foil to which they are an^ 
nexed. The queftion no longer turns upon points 
of national honour and fecurity abroad, or on the 
decrees of expedience and propriety of mea(ure» 
at home. It was not inconiUlent that you fhould 
abandon the caufe of liberty in another country, 
which you had perfecuted in your own ; and in 
the common arts of domellic corruption, we mifs 
' no part of Sir Robert Wal pole's fyllem except hi« 
abilities. In this humble imitative line, you 
might long have proceeded, fafe and contemp- 
tible. You might probably never have arifen to 
the dignity of being hated, and you might even 
have been defpifed with moderation. But it 
ieems you meant to be diftinguiihed, and to a 
mind like yours, there was no other road to fame 
but by the diftrudion of a noble fabric, which 
you thought had been too long the admiration of 
mankind. The ufe you hsLre made of the m\i^ 

tary 
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tsry force, introduced an alarming change in tbe 
mode of executing the laws. The arbitrary ap- 
pointment of Mr. Luttreli invades the founda- 
tion of the laws themfelves, as it manlfeftljr 
transfers the right of legiflation from tbofe whom 
the people have chofen, to thofe whom they have 
reje^ed. With a facceflion of fuch appointments, 
we may foon fee a houfe of commons colle6ted, in 
the choice of which the other towns and countiey 
of England will have as little ihare as the devoted 
county of Middlefex. 

Yet I truft your Grace will find that the people 
of this country are neither to be intimidated by* 
violent meafures, nor deceived by refinements. 
When they fee Mr. Luttreli feated in the houfe of 
commons, by mere dint of power, and iadireA 
oppofition to the choice of a whole county, they- 
will not liften to thofe fubtleties by which every 
arbitrary exertion of authority is explained inta 
the law and privilege of parliament. It requires 
no perfuafion of argument, but fimply the evi- 
dence of the fenfes, to convince them, that ta 
transfer the right of election from the colleflive 
to the reprefentative body of the people, contra- 
di£is all thofe ideas of a houfe of commoils, 
which they have received from their forefathers, 
and which they already, though vainly per- 
haps, delivered to their children. The principles 

oa 
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%n wkich this ^ntiknt mcaftiiv has betn defended* 
htre added fcora to itijuiy* aad forced as to feel» 
^ac we «re aoc only oppi«fled but infiilted. 

With what forte, my Lord, with what pfotet- 

'tion, are yoa prepared to meet the united detef- 

tation of the .pecqsfe of England ? The dty of 

London has given a geniroas example to the kk^- 

-dmop in -what manner a kin^ of this couhtfy 

'ought to be addivied ; and I Ancy, my L&rdf it 

is not yet in your coiitafe t« ftttid be€w«ett year 

.^Sorereign and the addi«ffi» of his fiibjedft« Tile 

injofies yon hav« done this country ate fikh as 

^demaad not only mdrefs, bntvengeknoe* In vala 

ihall yott Idok for proteaidn to thstt venal vdte, 

which yon have alteady paid for i aaiothef tftuft be 

fUTcloAd rand# to im^ a minifter, the faenfe 6f 

cofiimons mnft declare themfelves not only inde- 

l»endent of their oonftinenei, i)ttt the determinedr 

enemies of the conHstntion. Confider, tty Lefd» 

whether this be an txtitiaky to which thdr ftafs 

will permit thetti to advance; or, if their ptdtec- 

tkm fhould lasl yon, ho«^ far yon are ao<h<»tifed to 

rely upon the £ncerify of thofe fmiles, which a 

pious court lavtihes withonc reloftance upon a 

libertine by profeffion^ It is not indeed the leaft 

of the thoufand contradi^ions which aeteAd you, 

that a man, . mailced to the world by the groifeil 

violation of all ceremony and decorum, (honld be 

.. Vot. I. G Che 
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.tiie firft fervant of a court* 'in which prayers axv 
morality, and kneeling is religion* Trail not too ^ 
far to appearances, by whic;h yoor predecelTots 
have been deceived , though they have not been 
injured. Even the beft pf princes may at laft dif- 
cover that this is a contention in which every thing 
Qiay be loft, but nothing can be gained .; and as 
you became minifter by accident, were adopted 
without choice, trufted without confidence, ani 
continued without favour, be aSTared that, when- 
ever an occafion preiTes, you will be difcarded 
without even the forms of regret. You will then 
have reafon to be thankful, if yon are permitted 
to retire to that feat of learning, which, in con- 
tempiation of the fyftem of your life, the compa- 
rative purity of your manners with thofe of their 
high deward, and a thoufand other recommending 
circumftances, has choien you to encourage the 
growing virtue of their youth, and to preiide over 
their education. Whenever thefpirit of diftribut- 
ing prebends and bi(hoprics (hall have departed 
from you, you will £nd that learned feminary per- 
fe^ly recovered from the delirium of an inftalla- 
tion, and, what in truth it ought ^o be, once 
more a peaceful fcene of flumber and meditation. 
The venerable tutors of the univerfity will no 
longer dillrefs your modefty, by propofing you 
for a patern to their pupils. Thelearned dubefs 

^ of 
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4f declamation wili be Mentizad even the venal 
mtriby. though happiefl in fii^oa, will forget your 
virtoes. Yet, for the btioefit of the fucceeding 
age,^ I could, wiih that y6iir retreat might bede-» 
€erred until your morals &all happily be ripened 
to that maturity of corruption v at which philofo* 
phers tell ttSy the worft examples ceaie to be ton* 
tagiotts. ' JUNIUS. 

L E T T E R '":XV. 

A D D R E S S ^.D T q T H E P^R I.N T E R OF T H B 

•S \ R, .. ,^ ..^ . .^,^ .>/)» 19, 1765- 

A' <ittiEAT deal of ufeleftrarguntonr might have 
been faied, in the poUtioai conteft, • which has 
oriieli from the expoliion of Mr« Wilkes, and the 
fubfequent appointment of . Mr. Luttrell, if the 
qitefHon bad been oncefiated with precifion) to the 
fatisfadion of each party, andiclearly uhderAood 
by- them both; But in this, as in almoft every other 
difpQte, i it -nfually happens that much time is lotL 
in referring to amultitadeofcafes and precedents, 
which prove nothing to th&purpofe, or in maiii>« 
taining propofitions^ whickaie either not dis- 
puted, or, whether they be admitted or denied, are 
entirely indifferent as to the matter in debate; 
G 2 until 
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tintil at laft tfaemindr p«#plexed ami coofbanded 
mth ^ endkfs Ittfatlotics of cofttaroYCxfy, lofef 
fight <of the main jc|iicAu)it» aird ne? er arcirca at 
tnitli. Both pavtaes in At difpute «it i^i^enoagli 
to prvdife thde di&OMft amices^ The nan wko 
it conftiottt of die weakne& of hxs cattle^ is in^ 
ferdted in ooooeadiog it : and on th^ other fide it 
M not vncotpmon to fee a good caofe man^kd jbj 
advocates who do not know the real ftrength of it. 
I (hould be glad to Know, for inilance* to what 
purpofe in the prefent cafe, fo many precedents 
hav^ been produced to prove, that the hoafe of 
commons have a fight to expel one of their own 
members ; that it belongs to them to judge of the 
validity of eltftions ; or th^t the law of parlia- 
ment is part e£ thflf law of the land ^ After all 
Micie piopofitictts aie admitted* Mr« LuttrcU's 
jight to Us feat will ooo^nne to be jqft at dt^^ 
table as it was before* Nctf one of tfaem ta at pre* 
lent in agitation* Let it he admitted that the 
houfe of commons were anthorifed to expel Mn 
Wilkes ; that they are the proper court to judge 
of eledionsy and t)ut die law of parfiajnent is 
rbiading upon the people ; fiiU it remains to be 
enquired whether Ae houfe, by their rcf<diition 
in faroiir of Mr. Luttrell, have or have not trnly 
declared diat law. To facilitate thb enquiry, £ 
would hawe the qnefiaoa daand of all foreign or 

indif- 
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iniiSerint natter. The following ftate of it wiH 
probably be thought a fkir one by both parties s 
and then I imagine there is no gentleman in this 
country %vbo will not be capable of forming a ja-* 
dicious and tpiw opinion upon it. I take the 
gaeftidn to be ftriAly this : * Whether or no it be 

* the known eftablilhed law of parliament, that the 
< expulfioA of a member of the houfe of commons 

* of itieif tfeates in him fuch an incapacity to be 

* Tt-eleBtdf that, at a fobfeqaent eleftion, an/ 

* votes given to him are noil and void, and that 

* any other candidate, who, except the perfoft cx- 

* pe)led, has the greateft number of voces, ought 
« to be the fitting member.' ^ 

To prove that the aifirmative is the law of par- 
liamenty I apprehend it is not fufHcient for the 
prefent houfe of commons to declare it to be Co. 
We may fliat our eyes indeed to the dangerous 
confequences of faffering one branch of th^ legif* 
latare to declare ne\V laws, without argument or 
example, and it may perhaps be prudent enough 
to fabmit to authority ; but a mere affertion will 
never convince, much Itfs will it be thought rea^* 
fonable to prove the right by the fa£l itfelf. The 
miniftry have not yet pretended to fuch a tyranny 
over our minds. To fuppof t the affirmative fairly» 
it will either be neceflary to produce fome ftatote 
in whkh that pofitive provifidte Aalt have been 
G 3 rnade^ 
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nasLdei that fpecific difability clearly created; and 
|he confequences of it declared 5 or, .if there be. 
po fuch (latute, the cuftom of pajrliament tnuft 
then be referred to, and foine cafe or cafe^, ftridly 
in point, muil be produced, with the decifion o£ 
the court upon them ; for I readily admit that 
ihe cuftom of parliament, once clearly, proved, 19 
equally binding with the common and ftatute law. 

The Gonfideraibn of what may be reafonable or 
unreafonable make$ xk) part of this queflton. We 
are enquiring what the law is, not what it oughc 
to be. Reafon may be applied to ihew the im- 
propriety or expedience of a law, but we, mpft 
have either ftatute or precedent to. prove' the" exif- 
tence of it. At the fame time, I dO; i^t.mean to 
admit that the late refolution of the^hoafe oP 
commons is defeniible on general principles of-rei* 
Ton, any more than in law. This is not the hinge 
on which the debate turns. 

Suppo£ng therefore that I have laid down aa 
accurate Aate of the queftion, J will venture. tO; 
affirm, lil. That there is no Aatute exifting^by 
which that fpeci£c difability, which we fpeak of^ 
is created. If there be, let it be produced. The 
argument will then be at an end. 

zdly. That therein no precedent in all the pro* 

ceedings of the hpufe of commons, which comes 

entirely l^pmeto the f refent cdfC; vis. \ where an 

., « expelled 
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** expelled member has been returned again, and 

* another candidate, with an inferior number of 

* votes, has been declared the fitting member.' If 
there be fuch a precedent, let it be given to us 
plainly, and I am fure it will have more weight 
than all the canning arguments which have been 
drawn from inferences and probabilities. 

The^ miniflry , in that laborious pamphlet which 
I prefume contains the whole ftrength of the party, 
have declared, * That Mr. Walpole's was the firfl 
• . and only inftancc, in which the elcdlora of any 

* county or borough had returned a perfon expel- . 

* led to ferve in the fame parliament/ It is not 
poffible to conceive a cafe more exaAly in point. 
Mr. Walpole was expelled, and, having a inajo* 
rity of votes at the next election, was returned 
again. The friends of Mr. Taylor, a candidate 
fet up by the miniftry, petitioned the houfe that 
he might be the fitting member. Thus far the 
circumftances tally exadUy^ except that our houfe 

'of commons faved Mr, Luttrell the trouble of 
petitioning. The point of law however was the 
fame. . It came regularly before the houfe,. ^nd it . 
was their buiinefs to determine upon it. They 
did determine it,, for : they, declared ^r. Taylor 
not duly eUSed. \i it be faid that they meant this 
refolution as ma^ter.of favour and indulgence to 
the borough, which had retorted Mr. Walpole 
G 4 upon 
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upon them, in order that tBt borgefts^ kn&img: 
what the law wat, might correct their enor, T 
anAvep» 

i. That h is a ftrasge way of arguing to oppofe 
a fappofitioA, which no man can pn)vt» tiaa fa£b 
v; hich. proves itielf. 

IL That if this weie the intention of the hoafe . 
€>f comx&ons» it maA have defeated lifelfw The 
burgefies oiLjnn could never have known their 
esror, nuch le& could they have coircAed it, b^ 
any xnfirii^tion they received from the proceedings^ 
of the honfe of coaunons* They might perhapS' 
have forefeeav that» if they relumed Mr. Wal'* 
pole again* lie would again be rejeded ; but they 
never eonld iafirff, from a rtfokition by which the 
candidate with the feweft votes wis declared im . 
^nfy ett^if that, at a future eledtiofi» and im 
iimilar cii-qumflaaces^ the houfeof commons would 
jc/ve^ their refolntiony and receive the fame can^ 
didate ^ duly ctie^d, whom they had before re* 
je6kd. 

This indeed would have beem a molt extraordi* 
nary way of dedanog the law of parlimnenty andl 
what I pxefiuDC no man» whofe underfianding ia 
not Jit cro& pMrpo&switk itliet^ oould pQflibly»u»> * 
derfland. 

If in a cafe of this importance, I thought my- 
felf at liberty to argue from fuppofitians rather . 

than 
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Aan from hStsr I think the probability In thi» 
caie is diredly the reverfe of what the miniilry 
affirm ; and that it is much more likely that the 
koufe of commons at that time would rather have 
ibained a point in favour of Mr. Taylor^ than that 
they would have violated the law of parliament, 
and robbed Mn Taylor of a right legally veiled 
in hiin, to gratify a reffaifbry boronghr which,. 
is defiaacc of them, iuid returned aperibn branded 
with the ftN>ngeft mirk of the difpleaiare of the 
hooie. 

But really. Sir, diss way of talking, for t ca#> 
not call it argument, is a mockery of the com- 
mon tmderftanding of the nation, too grofi tor be 
endured. Our deareft intefofts are at flake. An 
attempt kas been made, not merely to rob a fin« 
gle county of its rights, but, by inevitable con- 
fequence, to alter the conftitntion of the hou£( of 
commons. This fatal attempt has fucceeded, and 
iiands as a precedent recorded for ever. . If the^ 
miaiiby are unable to defend their canfi? by fair 
argument founded 00 fafts, let khem fparc us at 
le^ the mortification of being amufed and delu- 
ded like children. I believe there is ytt a ^irit 
of refilbace in this country, which will not fab- 
»it to be oppfefled $ but I am fare there is a fbnd 
of good ftnie in thia country, whicb cansot be 
deceived. JUNIUS. 

LET- 
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E T T E R XVI. 

TO DR. WILLIAM BLACKSTONB, SOLICITO* 
C£N£RAL TO HER MAJESTY* 

SIR, Julyz9^ 1769. 

1 SHALL make you no ajpology for confidenng a 
certain pamphlet, in which your late condu6i is 
defended, as written by yourfelf. The perfonal 
intereft, the perfonal refentments, and above all* 
that wounded fpirit, unaccuftomeid to reproach, 
and I hope not frequently confcions of deferving 
it, are fignals which betray the author to us as 
plainly, as if your name weQB in the title*page« 
You appeal to the publiq.in defence of your re- 
putation. We hold it. Sir, that an injury offered 
to an individual is interefting to fociety. On this 
principle the people of England made. common 
caufe with Mr. Wilkes. On ♦this principle, if 
you are injured, they will join in your refentment* 
. I ihall not follow you through the infipid form 
of a third perfon, but addrefs myfelf to yon di- 
rcdly. 

You feem to think the channel of a pamphlet 
more refpedable and better fuited to the dignity 
x)f your cauiey than that of a news-paper. Be 

it 
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i( (b. Yet if news-papers are fcurriloQs, yoo mufl 
confefs they are impartial. They give us» with^ 
out any apparent preference, the wit and argu- 
xnent of the miniftry, as well as the abuflve dul« 
ijefs of the oppofition. The fcales arc equally J 
poifed. It is not the printer's fault if the greater 
weight inclines the balance. 
. Your patnplilet then is divided into an attack 
upon Mr. Granville's charaftcr, and a defence of 
your own* it would )iave been more confident 
perhaps with your profeffed intentions, to have 
confined yourfelf to the laiL But anger has fome 
claim to indulgence, and railing is ufually a relief 
to the mind. I hope you have found benefit from 
the experiment. It is not my defign to enter into 
a formal vindication of Mr. Grenville upon his 
own principles. I have neither the honour of be- 
ing perfon ally known to him, nor do I pretend ta 
he completely mailer of all the h3ts, I need not 
run the rifque of doing an injuftice to his opi- 
nionsy or to his conduct, when your pamphlet 
alone carries, upon the faf e of it, a foil vindica- 
tion of both, •' 

Your firft reflefUon is, that Mr, Grenville was 
of all men the perfon, who ihould not have com- 
plained of inconfiHence with regard to Mr. Wilkes. 
This, Sir, is either an unmeaning fneer, a peevifh. 

exprefiion 
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exprefiion of refehtmefit, or» if it means any' 
thing, you plainly beg the quedion ; fot «/hether 
his parliamentary condnA with regard to Mr« 
Wilkes, has or has not been inconfiHent, remains 
lyet to be proved. But it feems he received upon 
riie fpot a fufficient chaftifement for exercifingy^ 
uti/dirly his talent of mifreprefentation. You are 
a lawyer. Sir, and know better than I do, upon 
what pai^eular occasions a talent for mifreprefen- 
tation mayhe/airlj exerted ; but to punifh a mntk 
a fecond time, when he has been once fuificiently 
chaftifed, it rather too ievere. It is not in the* 
laws of £ngland ; it is not in your own commen- 
taries, nor is it yet, I believe, in the new law yott 
have revealed to the houfe of commons. I hopt 
this dodlrine has no exigence but in your own 
heart. After all. Sir, if you had confulted that 
fober difcretion, which you feem to oppofe with 
triumph, to the honeft jollity of a tavern, it might 
have occurred to you that, although you coukt 
have fucceeded in fixing a charge of inconfiftenee 
upon Mr. Grenville, it would not have tended in 
any fliape to exculpate yourfelf* 

Your next infinnation, that Sir IVflliam Mere- 
dith had haftily adopted the falfe glofTes of hift 
new ally, is of the fame fort with the firft. It 
conveys a fiieer as little worthy of the gravis of 

your 
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yoor chara^crs as it is ufeleft to your 4eftnos. It 
is of little miM^««t to the public, to eaquii-^ by 
whom the charge was cooceived, or )>/ whom it 
was adopted. The only ^uefiion weaflc ift, whe- 
ther <H' not it be triie. The f^maifkder of yoar 
leAedlioBs upon Mr. GrenviUe's coadu^ dcHroy 
themffelyes. He coald not polfibly come pre<- 
pared to traduce yoar Integrity to the houfe* He 
could not forelee that you w^M even (peak upoa 
the <{ueftions much lefs could he fyps&t that yo4 
nvould maintaia a direA coatradi^ioa of that doc* 
trincj which you had fi>lemBly« dtteOBrefiodiy, and 
«poQ jfobereft xefie^on ^cliyei^d to the public 
He caaaie armed indeed with what he thought lij-e^ 
fpe^ble authority, to fupport what he was con* 
irineed was the caufe of tr^ith^ and I doubt not he 
intended to giv« you» in the cpur(e of the debaie^ 
an honourable and publk teftimony of hia efteem* 
Thinking h^Hly of his abilities, I'omnot how- 
ever allow him the gift of divlnatioa« As to what 
joa are ple^fed to call a plan cooUy formed to 
ampofeupon the hpufe of commons, andhisprc^ 
djicing it without paovocation at midnightt I con« 
iider it as the language of pique apd inv«dive^ 
therefore unworthy of regard* But» Sir* I am 
ienlible I have followed your example too long» 
«ad waadei^d from the poiat. 

The 
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The quotation from your commentaries is mut^ 
ter of record. It can neither be altered by your 
friends, nor mifreprefented by yoor enemies, and 
I am willing to take your own word for what you 
have faid in the houfe of commons. If there be a 
real difierence between what you have written and 
whatyoa have fpoken, youconfefs that your book 
' oughttobcthe ftabdard. Now,. Sir, if the words 
irtiean'Miy thing, I apprehend that, when a long 
cnniheratidn of difqualification^ {whether by fta* 
tutcorthe cuftom of parliamenf) concludes with 
thcfc general comprehen five words, • but fubjed 

* to thele' reftri^ons and dilquaHfications, e^ery 
-* fubje^ of the realm is eligible of common 

* right}* a reader of pJairi underftanding muft 
of courfe reft fatisfied that no fpecies of difqualifi- 
cation whatfoever had been omitted. The known 
chamber of the author, and the apparent act a racy 
with wkich the whole work is compiled, would 
coniirm him in his opinion ; nor could he poffibly 
form any other judgment, without looking upon 
your commentaries in the f^me light in which you 
confider thofe penal laws, whi$:h though not ie«- 
pealed, are fallen, into difufe, and are now in ef- 

it€t A SNARE TO THE UNWARY. 

You tell us indeed that it wa« not part of your 
plan to fpecify any temporary incapacity, and 
that you could not, without a fpirit of prophecy, 

have 
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liav^ fpecified the difability of a private indivi- 
<iaal, fabfequent to the period at which you wrot«. 
What your planf was I kn&ir not; but what-k 
fliould have been, in order to compleat the work 
you have given us, is- by no 'means diificult to de- 
termine. The' incapacity, which you - call temf- 
porary, inaycoffti9ue^eveQyear»; and though yoa 
anight not jiav6::forereen the particular cafe o^Mr. 
Wilke»^ ydn might and ihould.have forefeen the 
pofiibiliiy of /trek a Gaffe, a^d told us how far the 
hottfe of a>inm(>iis were au^rifed to proce«td>in 
it by thelaW and cuflom of ^parliament. The 
freeholders of Mjddlefex would then have kitowti 
what they had tor traft to, andw0a!d nevdf' hii\^ 
returned Mr. '\^lkef, when odlonel Luttrell was 
ajcaadidate'againft him, Th^y ^otuld have chofe 
fome indifferent perfon rather than* fiibmit to he 
reprefented by^tbe obje^ of their contempt and 
ileteftatipn. . 

Yoiar attempt' to diftingniih between difabili- 
tlesi which' af&& whole clalTes^f men, and thofe 
which afFe^ individuals only, is really unworthy 
of your under^anding. Your commentaries had 
taught me that, although the instance in which a 
penal law ii exerted be particular, the laws thentf- 
feives are general. They are made for the beneQt 
and inftrfidlion of the public, though the penalty 
falls only upon aQii\dividual« You cannot but 

know. 
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Itnow, Sir, tkat what dv^ Mr. Wilkes^ cafe yef« 
,terdax9 »ay be y^urt or aiinc fiOHDOiTOW, 4uid that 
.<Qniec|uently the c«iam<m right of ever|r £il^e& 
jb£ the realm is invaded by it. Proleffiisg diere- 
ibre toucatof tke coaftitiictoa of^^die koafe of 
^oomioim and of the laws^nd cufbitis relative «> 
that coaftkation* yon certainly weie gw^ty of a 
aioft nnpardoftable oniftoa^ in taking mo nodoe 
of a right tmdprivikge of the liode« moit est*- 
iraordiaary and motfe^hitrary than all the others 
they poSeA {Mtt iogeUier« If tbeiexpulfioAof a 
2n<mb^» notBoderaay other legal 4t&bilityt of 
itMf creates in him mi iumpndtf to he re-ebaed» 
I fe^ n jca4y way noAriied onit by which the majority 
;siay at any titoe wmove 4hc honeteft and ableft 
men whoha|>peB to be in oppofitioii to dietn. To 
iay that they^wslitt^t make this extravagant nie of 
their poyver, wpnld be a laogui^ unfit for a flMm 
fo learned an the laws' as you are. By yonr idoo^ 
tfinoy Sir» they iw^<tf the powov and Jaws you 
know are intended to guard agakift what men mojf 
^o» not to trail 10 what they «i»// dow 

UjBon ^ whole. Sir, the charge againft yov Sa 
of a plain, fimple natitre; it appears even vpon 
the face of yonr own pamphlet Oa the contrary, 
your jttftification of yonrfelf 23 ftdl of fubtilty and 
refentment, and in feme places not very inceHi- 
gibte. If I w^re perfonally your enemy, 1 (hoaad 

dwcfcll, 
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riwell, with a malignant pleafure, upon thofe gfeat 
land ufeful qualifications, which you certainly pof- 
iefs, and by which you once acquired, though 
they could not preferve to you the refpe^l and 
efteem of your countiy, I (hould enumerate the 
Jionoors you have loft, and the virtues you have 
difgraced : but having no private refentments to 
gratify, I think it ftfffident to have given mf 
opinion of your pufblic conduct, leaving the pu- 
jiiflimentit deferves to your clofet and to yourfelf. 

ji U N I U S* 

Poftfcript to a Pamphlet intitlcd, « An Anfwcr to^ 
< the Queftion dated.' Suppofed to be written 
by Dr. Blackftone, Solicitor to the Queen> ii» 
e^nfwer to Junius's Letter* 

Since thefe papers were fent to the prcfs, a writer 
in the public papers, who fubfcribes himfelf Ju- 
nius, has made a feint of bringing this queftion 
to a ihort i/Tue. Though the foregoing obferva- 
tions contain in my opinion, at lead, a full refu- 
tation of all that this writer has offered, I fhall, 
however, beftow a very few words upon him. It 
will colt me ver)' 'little trouble to unravel and ex* 
pofe the fopfaiftry of his argument. 

Vol. L H * I take 
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« I'take the qaeflion, fays he, to be ftridUy 

* ihh: Whether or not it be the known eftablifiied 

< law of parliament) that the expul0on of a mem* 
^ ber of the houfe of commons of itfelf^ creates 
'* in him fuch an incapacity tQ be re>eledqd, that, 

* at a fubfequent ele^ion» any votes given to him 

< are null and void ; and that any other candidate, 

* who» except the perfon e^elled, has (he great- 

< eft number of votes* ought to be' the fitting 

* member.' 

Waving for the prefent any obje£lion I may have 
to this date of thequeilio;i, I (hall venture to meet 
our champion Hpon his own* ground ( and attempt 
to fupport the affirmative of it, ip one of the two 
ways, by which he fays it can be alone ffiirly fop- 
ported. * If there be no Hatute, fays be, in which 

* the fpecific difability is clearly created^ &c. (and 
f we acknowledge there is none) the <rullom of pir- 

* liament muftthen be referred to,. and fame. cafe or 
f cafes, driclly in point, mud be prod uced, with the 
f decifion of the court upon them.' Now I afTert, 
that, this has been doiie.- Mr, Walpole's cafe is 
ftriaiy in point, to prove that expulfion creates 
abfolute incapacity of being re-eledled. This was 
the clear deciiion of the houfe ^upon it; and was 
a full declaration, that incapacity was the necei^ 
iary confequence of expulfion. The law was as 
xlearly and iirmly fixed by this rcfolution, and is 

as 
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as binding in every fubfequent cafe of expiilfion, 
as if it had been declared by an exprefs ilaciite> 

< That ^ member expelled by a refolution of the 

< houie of comoioas Aall be deemed incapable of 
* being re*eleded.' Whatever doubt then there 
might have been of the law before Mr. Walpole's 
cafe, with refpeA to the full operation of a vote 
of expulfion, there can be none now. The deci« 
iion of the houfe upon this cafe is ftrifUy in point 
to prove, that expuliion Creates abfolate incapa-* 
city in law pf being rc-clefted. 

But incapacity in law in this infiance miifl have 
V the fame operation and effe&. with incapacity in 
law in every other infiance. Now, incapacity of 
being re-ele6ted implies in its very terms, that 
any votes given to the incapable perfon, at a fub- 
fequent eledion, are null and void. This is its 
necefiary operation, or it has no operation at aM, 
It is fvox it fr^eterea nihiL We can no more be 
called upon to prove this proportion t than we 
can to prove that a dead man is not aUve, or that 
twice two are four. When the terms are under- 
ftoody the, proportion is felf evident. 

Laftiy, It is in all ca^s of ele^ion, the known 
and eftablifhed law of the land, grounded upon 
the cleareft principles of reafon and common fenfe, 
that if the votes given to one candidate ate null 
and void, they cannot be oppofed to the votes 
e /Hz. given 
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given to another candidate. They cannot af&6b 
the votes of fuch candidate at all. As they have* 
on the one hand, no poiltive quality to add or 
eflablifh) To have they, on the other hand, no ne- 
gative one to fubtradl or dedroy. They are, in 
a word, a mere non-entity. Such was the deter- 
mination of the houfe of commons, in the Maldea 
and Bedford elections ; cafes ibidly in point to 
the prefent queflion, as far as they are meant 19 
be in point. And to fay that they are not ia 
point, in all circumftances, in thofe particularly 
which are independent of the propofition which 
they are quoted to prove, is to fay no more thaa 
that Maldenis not Middlefex, nor Serjeant Comyns 
Mr., Willies. 

Let us fee then how our proof Hands. Expnl- 
iion creates incapacity ; incapacity annihilates any 
votes given to the incapable perfon. The votes 
given to the qualified candidate ft and upon theif 
own bottom, iirm, and untouched, and can alone 
have efreA. This, one would think, would be 
fuificient. But we are flopped ihort, and told» 
that none of our precedents come hon^e to the 
prefent cafe ; and are challenged to produce * a 
' precedent in all the proceedings of the houfe of 
' commons that does come home to it, viz. luhre 
^ An exfelkd member bat hwnreturned againy andano^ 

* tbir 
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♦ i^er candidate f luiih an inferior number of n/oUst 

♦ has been declared the fitting number*^ 

Inftead of a precedent, I will beg leave to 
pat a caie ; which, I fancy, will be quite as de« 
ci/ive to the prefent point. Sdppofe another Sa- 
chevcrel, (and every party muft have its Sacheve- 
rel) fhould, at (bine future election , take it into 
his head to offer himfelf ar candidate for the 
county of Middlefex. He is oppofed by a can- 
didate, whofe coat is of a different colour ; but 
however of a very good colour. The divine has 
an indifputable majority ; nay, the poor layman 
is abfolutely di (lanced i The (heriif, after having 
had his confcience well informed by the reverend 
cafuiil, returns him, as he fuppofes, duly ele^led; 
The whole hou(e is in an uproar, at the appre« 
hen (ion of fo ftrange an appearance amongft them. 
A motioj} however is at length made, that the 
per(bn was incapable of being eledled^ that his 
ejection therefore is null and void, and that his 
competitor ought to have been returned. No, fays 
a great orator, Firft, (hew me your law for this 
proceeding. • Either produce me a ftatute, in 

* which the fpecific difability of a clergyman is 
•^ created ; or, produce me a precedent ^vohere a 

* clergyman has been returned, and another candidate^ 
** luith an inferior nuT*ber of -votes, has been declared 
^ the fitting member. ^ No fuch , ftatute, no foch. 

H 3 prece— 
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precedent to be found. What anfwc'r their is to 
be given to this demand ? The very fame anfwer 
which I will give to that of Junius : That there 
is more than one precedent in the proceedings of 
the hoofe — * where ai^ incapable perfon has been 

* returned, and another candidate, with an in- 

* ferior number of votes, has been declared the 
' fitting member ; and that this is the known and 

* eftablifhed law, in all cafes of incapacity, from 

* whatever caufe it may arife.' 

I fhall now therefore beg leave to make a flight 
amendment to Junius's ftate of the queftion ; the 
affirmative of which will then fland thus : 

« It is the known and eftablilhed law of parlia- 

* ^ent, that the expullion of any member of the 
' houfe of commons creates in him an incapacity 
' of being re-elc£led ; that any votes given to 

* him at a fubfequent eledion are, in confequence 

* of fuch incapacity, null and void ; and that 

* any other candidate, . who, except the perfon 

* rendered incapable, has the greateft number of 

* votes, ought to be the fitting member. 

Bui our bufinefs is not yet quite finifhed. Mr. 
Walpolc's cafe muft have a re-hearing. * It is 

* not pofTible, fays this writer, to conceive a cafe 

* more '^xadlly in point. Mr. Walpole was expelled, 

* and haviijg a majority of votes at the nextelec- 
« tion, was returned again. The friends of Mr. 

« Taylor, 
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*' Taylor, a candidate fet up by tHe miniHry, peti- 
' tioned the houfe, that he might be the fitting 
''member. Thus far the circumftances tally ^x- 
** a^ly , except that our houfe of commons faved 
*' Mr. -Luttrell the trouble of petitioning. The 
*^ point of law, however, was the fame. It came . 

* regularly before the houfe> and it was their buft- 

* nefs to determine upon it. They did determine 

* it; for they declared Mr. Taylor w/ iiuly eleded.* 

Inflead of examining the juftnefs of this repre- 
fentation, J ihall beg leave to oppofe againil it 
my own view of this cafe, in as plain a manner 
and. as few words as I am able. 

It was the known and eftabliihed law of parlia- 
ment, when the charge againft Mr. Walpole came 
before the houfe of commons, that they had power 
to expel, to difable, and to render incapable for 
oiFences. In virtue of this power they expelled 
him. 

Had they, in the very vote of cxpiilfion, adjudg- 
ed him, in terms, to be incapable ofbejngre- 
elefted, there muft have been at once an end with 
him. But though the right of the houfe, both to 
expel, and adjudge incapable, was clear and in- 
dubitable, it does not appear to me, that the full 
operation and cfFedl of a vote of expulfion fingly 
was fo. The law in this cafe had never been ex- 
f refsly declared. There hail been no event to 
H 4 call . 
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call up fach a declaration. I trouble not myielT 
^ith the gramatical meaning of the word expul- 
sion. I rega];d only its legal meaning. This was* 
not, as I think, precifely fixed. The h'oufe thought 
proper to fix k^ and explicitly to declare the fall 
confequences of their former vote, before they 
fuffered thefe confequences to take effed. And in 
this proceeding they adted upon the moil liberal* 
and folid principles of equity, juilice, and law-* 
What then did the burgeffes of Lynn colled from 
this fecoiid vote ? Their fub(equent condud wilt 
tell us; it will with certainty tell us, that they 
confidered it as decifive againft Mr. Walpole ; it 
will £l b, with equal certainty, tell us, that, upon 
fuppofitipn that the law of eledion flood then, aft 
it does now, and that they knew it to Hand thus^ 
they inferred, < that at a future eledion, and in 
^ cafe of a fimilar return, the houfe wauldreceive 
< the fame candidate, as duly ejedked, whom they 
« had before rejefted.* They could infer nothing 
but this. 

It is needlefs to repeat the circumftance of dif-- 
fimilarity in the prefent cafe. It will be fufBcient 
to obferve, that as the law of parliament, upon 
which the houfe of commons grounded every (lep 
of their proceedings, was clear beyond the reach 
of doubt, fo neither could the freeholders of 
Middefex be at a lofs to forefee what muft be the 

inevi- 
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inevitable confequence of their proceedings in op* 
pofition to iu * For upon every return of Mr* 
Wilkes, the houfe made enquiry, whether any 
votes were given to any other candidate. 

But I could venture, for the experiment's fake* 
even to give this writer the utmoft he aiks ; to al* 
low the mod perfedt iimilarity throughout in thefe 
two cafes ; to allow, that the law of expul^on was 
quite as clear to the burgeiTes of Lynn, as to the 
freeholders of Middlefex. It will, I am conEdent,. 
avail his caufe but little. It will only prove^ that, 
the law of eledion at that time was different from 
the prefent law. It will prove, that, in all cafes 
of an incapable candidate returned, the law then 
was, that the whole election fhould be void. But 
now we know that this is not law. The cafes of 
Maiden and Bedford were, as has been feen, de- 
termined upon other and more juft principles. 
And thefe determinations are, I imagine, admitted 
on all fides, to be law. 

I would willingly draw a veil over the remain^ 
ing part of this paper. It is ailonifhing, it is 
painful, to fee men of parts and ability, giving 
into the moft unworthy artifices, and defcending 
fo much below their true line of charader. But 
if they are not the dupes of their fophiflry, (which 
is hardly to be conceived) let. them confider that 
they are fomething much worfe. 

Th« 
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The deareft intcrells of this country are its laws 
and its conftitation. Againfl every attack apon^ 
thefe, there will, I hope, be always fotind amongft 
us the finneil fpirit of refiftance^ fuperiof to the 
united efforts of fa^ion and ambition. For am- 
bition, though it does not alwkys take the lead of 
fa(^ion> will be fure in the end to make the moft. 
fatal advantage of it, and draw it to its own pur*- 
pofes. But, I trud, our day of trial is yet far off; 
and there is a fund of good fenfe in this country^ 
which cannci long be deceived^ by the arts either of\ 
falfe reafoning or falfe patriotifm. 

LETTER XVIi; 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

S I R, Auguft 8, 1769. 

1 HE gentleman, who has publifhed an anfwer to 
Sir William Meredith's pamphlet, having ho- 
noured me with a poftfcript of fix quarto pages, . 
which he moderately calls, beftowing a <very few 
words upon me, I cannot, in common politeneisr 
rcfufe him a reply. The form and magnitude of 
a quarto impofes upon the mind, and men who 
are unequal to the labour of difcufling an intricate 
argument, or wi(h to avoid it, are willing enough 
tofuppofe, that much has been proved, becaufe 

much 
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much has been faid. ^ Mine, I conkCs, are hum^ 
ble labours. I do not prefume to inftru^t the 
learned^ bat An) ply to inform the bodjF of the 
people ; and I prefer that channel of convey ance« 
which is likely to fpread fartheil among them. 
The advocates of the miniftry feem to me to 
write for fame, and to flatter themfelves, that 
the iize of their works will make them immortal. 
They pile up relu^nt quarto upon folid folio, as. 
if their labours, becaufe they are gigantic, could 
contend with truth and heaven. 

The writer of the volume in qoeflion meets me 
upon my own ground. He acknowledges there 
is no Aatute, by which the fpecific difability we 
fpeak of is created, but he affirms, that the cuf- 
tom of parliament has been referred to, and that 
a cafe Uri^lly in point has been produced, with 
the decifion of the court upon it. — 1 thank him 
for coming fo fairly to the point. He aflerts, thai, 
the cafe of Mr. Walpole is dridly in point to 
prove that expullion creates an abfolute incapa- 
city of being re-ele£led ; and for this purpofe he 
refers generally to the firft vote of the houfe upon 
that occafion, without venturing to recite the 
vote itfelf. The unfair, difingenuous artiHce of 
adopting that part of a precedent, which feems 
to fait his purpofe, and omitting the remainder, 
deferves fome pity, but cannot excite my refent- 

ment. 
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nent. He takes advantage eagerly of the iird re^ 
fblution, by which Mr. Walpole's incapacity is 
declared ; and as to the two following, by which* 
the candidate with the feweft votes was declared^ 
* not duly clefted,' and the cledion itfelf va- 
cated> I dare fey he would be well fatisfied, if 
they were for ever blbtted oot of the journals of 
the houfe of commons. In fair, argument, no 
part of a precedent Oiould be admitted, unlefs 
the whole of it be given to us together. The\ 
author has divided his precedent^ for he knew 
that, taken together, it produced a confequence 
dire^lly the reverfc of that which he endeavours' 
to draw from a vote of expulfion. But what will- 
this honeil perfon fay, if I take him at his word,, 
and demonftrate to him, that the houfe of com* 
mons never meant to founds Mr. Walpole's inca- 
pacity upon his expulfion only ? What fubterfuge 
will then remain ? 

Let it be remembered that we are fpeaking of 
the intention of men, who lived more than half a; 
century ago, and that fuch intention can only be 
colle^ed from their words and adions, as they 
are delivered to u» "upon record-. To prove their 
defigns by a fuppofition of what they would have 
done, oppofed to what they aflually did, is mere 
trifling and impertinence. The vote, by which 
Mr. Walpole's incapacity was declared, is thus 

exprcfTed, 
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txprcffcd, * That Robert Walpole, Efq; having 

* been this feflion of parliament committed a pri- 
^ Toner to the Tower, and expelled this houfe 

* for a breach of trufl in the execution of hia 

* office, and notorious corruption when a fecre- 

* .tary at war, was and is incapable of being 

* elected a member to ferve in this prefent par- 
•* Jiament*/ Now, Sir,. to my underftanding, 
no proportion of this kind can be more evident, 
than that the houfe of commons, by this very 
vote, themfelves underHood, and meant to de- 
clare, that Mr. Walpole's incapacity arofe from 
the crimes he had committed, not from the 
punifhment the houfe annexed to them. The 
high breach of truft, the notorious corruption arQ 
ftoted in the ilrohgefl terms. They *do not tell us 

* he was incapable becaufe he was expelled, but 
becauie he had been guilty of fuch ofiences as 
juftly rendered him unworthy of a feat in parlia- 
ment. If they had intended to £x the difability 

• It is well worth remarking, thatthecompiler of a cer- 
tain quarto, called Tbf cafe of the late ele&ionfor the county 
ofMidJlefex conjidered^^ has the impudence to recite this 
very vote,in the following tenns, vide page 2. * Refolved, 

* that Robert WaJpole, Efq; having been that feflion of 

* parliament expelled thfe houfe, viras and is incapable of 

* being clefted a member to ferve in the prefent parlia- 

* ment.' There cannot be a ftronger pofitive proorof the 
treachery of the -compiler, nor a ftronger prcfumptive proof 
tliat he was convinced that the vote, if truly recited, 
would overturn Iiis Nvhole argumc.it. 

cpon 



«fo LETTER S. 

'Upon his €xpnlfion alone, the mentioii of his 
crimes in the fame vote would have been highly- 
improper. It could only perplex the minds of 
the eledors, who, if they colle^ed any thing 
from fo confufed a declaration of the law of par- 
liament, muil have concluded that their repre- 
fentative had been declared incapable becauic he 
-wjis highly guilty, not becaufe he had been 
punifhed. But even admitting them to have un- 
<leHlood it in the other fenfe, they muft then, from 
the very terms of the vote, have united the idea 
of his being fent to the Tower with that of his 
expulfion, and conildered his incapacity as the 
joint effeft of both. 

I do not mean to give an opinion upon the 
juftice of the proceedings of the houfe of com- 
mons with regard to Mr. Walpole ; but certainly, 
if I admitted their cenfure to be "well founded, I 
could no way avoid agreeing with them in the 
confequence they drew from it. I could never 
have a doubt, in law or reafon, that a man, con- 
vid^ed of a high breach of trufl, and of a noto- 
rious corruption, in the execution of a public 
office, was and ought to be incapable of fitting in 
the fame parliament. Far from attempting to in- 
validate that vote, I fhould'have wiflied that the 
incapacity declared by it could legally have been 
continued for ever* 

Now, 
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"Now, Sir, obferve how forcibly the Argument 
•^returns. The hodfe of commons, upon the face 
•of their proceedings, had the flrongeft motives to 
declare Mr<- Walpole incapable of being re* 
eleded. Tkey thought fuch a man unworthy to 
•fit among them. To that point they proceeded 
no farther ; for they refpe£ied the rights of the 
people, while they aiTerted their own. They did 
<00t infer, from Mr. Wal pole's incapacity, that 
l^is opponent was duly eledled ; on the contrary 
they declared Mr. Taylor • Not duly clefted,* 
4Uidthe ele^ion itfelf void. 

Such, however, is the precedent, which my 
honefl friend affares u^ is ftri^ly in point to prove, 
that expulfion of itfelf creates an incapacity of 
l)eing re-eleded. If it had been fo, tbeprefent 
houfe of 'Commons (hould at leaft have followed 
ftri^ly the example before them, and fhould have 
ilated to us, in the fame vote, the crimes for 
which they expelled Mr. Wilkes ; whereas they 
refolye iimply, that, * having been expelled, 
* he was and is incapable.' In this proceed- 
ixig I am authorized to affirm, they have neither 
flatnte, nor cuftom, nor reafon, nor one fingle 
precedent to fupport them. On the other fide,^ 
there is indeed a precedent fo (Irongly in point, 
tiiat all the inchanted caflles of miniHeriai 

magic 
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magic fill before it. In the year 169?, (ape- 
nod which the rankeft Tory dare not except 
againft) Mr. Wollafton was expelled; re-elefted, 
and admitted to take his feat in the fame parlia- 
ment. The miniftry have precluded themfelves 
from all objedtions drawn from the caufe of his 
. cxpul£on, for thfey affirm abfolntely, that cxpul- 
iion of itfelf creates the difability. Now, Sir, 
let fophillry evade, let falfehood afTert, and im-^ 

pudence deny here ftands the precedent, a 

land-mark to direft us through a troubled fea of 
Controverfy, confpicuous and unremoved. 

I haire dwelt the longer upon the difcuflion of 
this point, becaufe in my opinion it comprehends 
the whole queftion. The reft is unworthy of no- 
tice. We are enquiring whether incapacity be 
or be not created by expulfion. In the cafes of 
Bedford and Maiden, the Incapacity of the per- 
fons returned was matter of public notoriety, for 
It was created by aft of parliament. But really. 
Sir, my honeil friend's fuppoiitions are as unfa- 
vourable to him as his fafts. He well knows that 
the clergy, befides that they are reprefentcd in 
common with their fellow-fubjefts, have alfo a 
fieparate parliament of their o^wnf — that their 
incapacity to fit in the houfe of commons has been 
confirmed by repeated decifioiis of the houfc, and 

that 
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*^at die law of parliament, xieclared by thofe de>- 
^ii(ms» lias been for above two centuries note*- 
'rioQS and undifputed. The author is certainly at 
4iberty £0 faAcy tafes^ and m&ke whatever com- 
parifOHS he thinks proper ; his Toppofitians IlitI 
xontinae al dtftant fiom faA, as his wild dif- 
<ouries are from iblid argament. 

The coaclafion of his book is candid to an 
extreme. He offers to grant me atl t deSre. He 
thinks he -may fafely admit thiat the cafe of Mr. 
Walpole makes diredly agatnil him, for^t leems 
he has one grand folutioft in petto for all difficul- 
ties. If^ fays he, / ^were to allow all thhj it twill 
only frwe^ tb«t thilatji) of ihSioniJoas d^^ent^ in 
quikn Anm*s time, from niohta it is atfrtfint* 

This indeed Is more than I expe^bd. The 
principle, I know, has been maintained in fa^, 
^ut I never expe£led to fee it fo ibrmally declaredv. 
What can he mean ; does he afTame this language 
to fati^ the doubts •of the people, t)r does he 
mean to roufe their indignation ; are the miniflry 
daring enough to affirm that the houfe of com- 
mons have a right to make and unmake the law 
of parliament at their pleafure? — Docs the law 
of parliament, which we are fo often told is the 
law of the land ?— ^-Does the common right of 
*very fubjeft of the ttalm depend upon an arbi- 
VoL. I. £ trary 
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trary, capricioas vote of one branch of the le- 
giflature? The voice of truth and reafon moftbe 
filent. 

The miniflry tell us plainly that this is no 
longer a quellion of right, but of power and 
force alone. What was law yefterday is not law 
to-day : and now it feems we have no better rule 
to live by» than the temporary difcretion and 
^u6iuating integrity of the houfe of commons. 

Profeflions of patriotiiin are become ftale and 
ridiculous. For my own .part, I claim no merit 
from endeavouring to do a fervice to my fellow 
fubjefts. 1 have done it to the beft of my under- 
flanding ; and without looking for the approba- 
tion of other men, my confcience is fatisfied. 
What remains to be done concerns the colle6live 
body of the people. They are now to determine 
for themfelves, whither they will firmly and con- 
ititutionally aflert their rights; or make an hum- 
Jble ilavi(h furrender of them at the feet of the 
jniniflry. To a generous mind there cannot be 
a doubt. We owe it to our anceftors to prefenre 
entire thofe rights, which they have delivered to 
our care ; we owe it our pofterity, not to fufFer 
their dearefl inheritance to be deilroyed. But if 
it were poilible for us to be infenfible of thofe fa- 
cred claims, there is yet an obligation binding 
upon ouifelves, from which nothing can acquit 
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vs,— a peribnal intereft which we cannot furren- 
•der. To alienate even our own rights, would be 
a crime as much more enormous than fuicidf?, as 
a life of civil fecurity and freedom is fuperior to a 
bare exiflence; and if life be the bounty of hea- 
ven, we icornfuWy reje6l the nobleft part of the 
gift, nf we confent to furrei^der that certain fulc 
of living, without Which the condition of humai]i 
natoce is not only miferable, but contemptible. 

JUNIUS. 

JL E T T E R :XVIII. 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF T«E 
FUBLI-C ADVERTISE'R, 

<S I R, Ju£* 2Zi 1769. 

J MUST beg of you to print a few lines, in expla- 
nation of fome pafTages in my laft letter, which I 
fee have been mifunderftood. 
• 1. When I faid, that the houfe of commons 
never meant to found Mr. Walpole!s incapacity 
en his expulfion only, 1 meant no more than to 
deny the general propoiition, that expulfion alone 
creates the incapacity. Jf there beany thing am- 
biguous in the expreflion, I beg leave to explain 
it by faying, that, in my opinion, expuliion nei- 
1 2 ther 
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ther creates, nor in any part contributes to create 
the incapacity in queftion.. 

2. I carefully avoided entering into tbe jaerits 
of Mr. Walpole's cafe. I did not enqaire, whe« 
ther the hoofe of commolis aded )iiilly» or whe- 
ther they truly declared the law of parliament* 
My remarks went only to their apparent meaning 
and intention* as it ftands declared in their own. 
lefoltttion* 

3* I never meant to affirm, that a commitment 
to the Tower created a difquali£cation. On the 
contrary, Iconlidered that idea as an abfardity into 
which the miniflry mull inevitably fally if they 
iea(bned right opon their own principles. 

The cafe of Mr. Wollafton fpeaks for itfelf. 
The miniilry aiTert that expuliion alone creates aa 
abfolate, complete incapaci^ to be re-eledied to 
fit in the fame parUam«nt. This propoition the/ 
liave uniformly maintained, without any conditioii 
or modification whatfoever. Mr. WoUafton was 
expelled, re-elededy and admitted to take his (eat 
in the fame parliament.-— I leave it tQ the public 
to* determine, whether this be a plain matter of 
ia£l, or siere noiUenfe and declamation* 

JUNIUS- 

I-ET. 
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LETTER XIX. 

A3V£RTlSSIt. 

SIR, Seft»s»^in^'^ 

Amidst thegrcat number of corrcfpondents^ho 
Bare raifed your paper to » ftiperiorit/ over the 
seft, I don't remember to have obferved lately any 
«f the female fex. To a woman of fpirit, the moft 
intolerable of all grievances i$ a reftrakit on the 
Hberty of the tongue. I can*t bear to fee the men 
liave kail to themfelves ;; and Aiall certainly bttrft>. 
if [ am not permitted to put in a word. Much 
fcas been faidof late about grievances and appre- 
t'^niion^, indmftion^ and- petitions, eledions and 
expalfions. Now, Sir, I want to enter the lifts 
with one of the moft celebrated of your political 
€orrefpondents : Here I throw down my glove, 
and am in hopes it will be taken up by— Junius. 

Some people perhaps may blame me fdr med- 
dling with poli|ic«, a icience fit only for the men^ 
hwt Junius has no right to find- iaalt $ for Junius 
^as been the aggre^r by making fuch fre<jttefit 
•ncurfions into fcand^^ the natufal prorince of the^ 
woHien« ^ 

I % HoweT(»-„ 
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However, r will do your correfpondent Janlus^ 
thcjuflice to^ fay, that I diink him avery fine^ 
writer, a great maftep of crnnpojQtion, and indeed 
upon the whole I have not fcen a prettier fellow— 
upon paper* His former letters have coofifled- 
of general declamation, or pointed perfonal abufe. 
-In bot^ of tliefe he has proved himfelf an adept. 
Thert is a great deal of oratory in his declama^ 
tions,: though he is perhaps too £owery and me* 
taphorical, and feems as fond of point and anti- 
theiis as any wom^n is of point lace and French 
iilk. As to his perfenal attacks, they are i.rre.- 
fiflible ; no character can ftand before him ;> he is 
the very butcher of a reputation : •^ Heaven pre- 
* ferve the charadlers of all my tribe from Junius !' 

la the art of exaggeration, he has no equal ; 
molehills he magnifies into moimtains, and views 
your fmaUefi peccadillo through a double micrOf- 
fcope. Should there be the lead fpet or fpeck oa 
your reputation, Junius can fpread it out (with 
the help of a few drops of ink) till it covers you 
all over, and makes you as black as a fiend ; in 
ihort, Junius is chief japanner or calumniator-ge- 
neral to the oppoiition ; he is employed to be^ 
^ear the miniftry with his very bed liquid black* 
ing ; and when he has written them out of office, 
he will no doubt change hi» colours, take a dife^- 
;frent bruih, and white waih their fuccefibrs. I 

wiih 
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wifli he may make as diftinguiihed a figure in the 
fweet work of panegyric as he has done in the 
painful talk of calumny and detradUon ! 

But of ail. kinds of abufe, private fcandal feems 
to be his favourite morfel ; Junius lays hold of a 
fcandalous anecdote, with as much keennefs as a 
ipider ftizes an unfortunate fly ; he crawls forth 
from the dark hole where he lay concealed; how 
eagerly he clutches it; with what a malicious 
pleafure he drags it along ; his eyes gloat upon it 
with cruel delight ; he winds it round and round 
with his cobweb rhetoric, and fucks the very 
heart's blood of family peace I 

Various have been the conje6lures formed oa 
the queftion» * Who is this Junius?' — I have 
heard at leail twenty perfons named, whom fufpi- 
cion points the finger at ; nay 1 have been aflTured 
at different times, that each of them wa^ the au- 
thor in queftion. They could not all be the wri- 
ter ; perhaps none of them is. — Hut in fpite of all 
the curiofity which is imputed to our fex, I de- 
clare fincerely, that I would not give a pin for 
the' fecret. 'Tis indifferent to me who the man is ? 
aukd whether he was firil dipped in the Thames or 
the Tweed, the Liffy or the Shannon. 

fiut though I can't tell who Junius iV, I will 

tell you what he is itie. Junius is like a racer in 

the field of politics, who walks over the courfe 

I 4. alone; 
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alone t n<M>n6 ^^dtturi Agtoiburt againft him ; I lave * 
fdr fame time had « violent incliaation to enter at' 
the poft, thovgh I am fenfible the odds at ftartio^. 
wottld.> bt greatly agakH the fillf ;bBt f^ all that». 
perh&pr I fhoold be txp with him at dveloog run. * 
But I bsttt ma oat my fimiky and therefore mul^ 
beg lea^ to take a freih Ofie. Ya«r pap^» Mr. 
Wood£Ul» is become the grand |>olitical cockpit ;^ 
and J^oalttifirutt about in it like a^ock whom no* 
body can match s fuppofe that I were pkted againft ^ 
him^ how do )(00 think the bets woald gof- and 
w^hat aw the odds that he does not come off hen* 
pecked f If I ihould happen to get the betteri^ 
Mm, it would be as much a matter of publio won-- 
der as the late d&ar of the ben in 3cotJaAd-Yard»: 
who 'attacked a prodigious large rat that wa»- 

* carrying off one of her chicken^ and aftee^' 
' fighting a confiderahle time, kiikd' the rat, to^ 

* the great joy and furprtze of the (jpi^aiors.^ 
And befides, how great will be thehonour accruing^ 
to our fex from fuch a victory ? it will be recorded^ 
alnongft the moil famous exploits in the attnals ot^^ 
female proweife ; and 1 fhali be ranked with the' 
moil renowned heroines efantiqnityy Thonyris- 
and Semiramisy Judith and Deborah. 

But perhaps die de&at of this political Holo* 
f^nes may not be. fo V9ty difficult ;- and indeed on 
d nearer view he does not appear half ib formida* 

ble. 
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Ble. When Junlas ilalked upon thehciglrtsof 
declamation ,^ he appeared of more than ordi« 
nary fize ; but now that he has defcended to the 
plain ground of reafon and argument, he appears 
nearly on a level with common men. His letters 
on the Middlefex ele£tion are moH fophifticall/^' 
dull* unlef» where he thiows in fome perfonalities- 
byway of giving fpirit and flavour to his political 
olio. However, I don't believe that with all his fo- 
phiib-y he has made afngls convert to his opinion* 
I fancy there is hardly one cool, moderate impar-^ 
dal perfon in England, who does not think that the* 
boufe of commons are the cnfy judges of their owa* 
privileges ; chat no power on earth can force a 
member upon diem, whom they have declared in- 
capable of being eledked ; and that if any peHbn 
snder fuch knowA and declared incapacity, hap« 
penj to have thegreateft number of votes, that 
candidate who has the next greateH number of le« 
gal votes, muft of courle be the fitting member* 
This opinion feems to me to be perfedly agreeable 
tip reaibn, to common &nfe, and the principles of 
theoon^totion. and (notwithifcanding the delufive 
appearance of petitions obtained we all know how^ 
I do verily believe it is the opinion of every can- 
did, impartial unprejudiced perfon in England ;; 
in fbort, of all thofe who are not the tools of fac- 
tion, or the du|^es of party, JUNIA« 

LET- 
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L E T T E R XX. , 

TO THE PRINTEH OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTIS£ir«i 

SIR, September lit 1769» 

1 FIND myfelf uncxpefledly married in the news- 
papers, without my knowledge or confent. Since 
I am fated to be a hufband, I hope at !eai! the lady^ 
will perform the principal duty of a wife. Mar- 
riages, diey fey, are wade in heaven, bat they arer 
Confummated upon earth; and ihice Junra has 
adopted my name, fhe cannot, in common matri- 
monial decency, refufe to makemc a tender of her 
perfon. Politics are too barren a fubje^l for a 
new-married couple. I fhoirld be glad to furnifh 
her with one more fit for a tady to handle, and ' 
better fuited to the dexterity of her (ex. In 
fhort, if Junia be young and handfome, (he wilt 
have no reafbn to complain of my method of Con- 
ducting an argument. I abominate all tergiverfa- 
tion in difcourfe, and fhe may be afiured that 
whatever I advance, whether it be weak or forci^ 
ble, fhall, at any rate, be dire^ly in point. It is 
true I am a drenuons advocate for liberty and pro- 
perty, but when thefe rights are invaded by a 
pretty woman, I am neither able to defend my 
money nor my freedom, the divine right of beauty 
28 the only one an Engliihman ought to acknow- 
ledge, and a pretty woman the only tyrant he is 
not authorifcd to rcfift.* JUNIUS. 

LET- 
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LETTER' XXf. 

I 

TO HIS GRACB THE J>UKB OP BEDFORD* 

M Y L O R D, Sept. 19> iy6()ti 

1 Qu »-f {o linle accnftomed to receive any marki 
of refpedl of eileem from the public, that if, in 
the following lines, a compliment or exprefliom 
of applaufe ihould efcape me, I fear you would 
confider it as a mockery of your eftablifhed cha* 
ira^er, and perhaps an infult to your underftand- 
ing* You have nice feelings, mj Lord, if we 
xnayjudge from your re&ntments. Cautious there- 
fore of giving offence, where you have io littlo 
defervedit, I ihall leave the illuftrationof your 
virtues to other hands. Your friends have a pri- 
vilege to play upon the eaiinefs of your temper, 
or poffibly they are better acquainted with your 
good qualities than I am. You have done good 
by ftealth. The reft is upon record. You have 
flill left ample room for fpeculation, when pane- 
gyric is exhaufted. 

You are indeed a very confiderable man. The 
higheft rank ;«— a fplendid fortune ; and a name, 
glorious till it was yours, were fufficient to have 
fupported you with meaner abilities than I think 
you poflefSf From the firft, you derived a con- 

ftitutional 
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fiitutional claim to refpefl ; from, the (econd, a^ 
natural extenfive authority ; — the laft created a 
partial expeftation of hereditary virtues. The ufc 
you have made of diefe uncommon advantages,, 
might have been more honourable to yourfelf9 but 
tould not be more inftruftive to mankind, Wfi 
may trace it in the veneration of yoor country,. 
the choice of your friendly an4 In the accomplifii- 
ment of every fangmne hope, which the public 
might have conceived from the iUnftrious name 
ofRuflel. 

The eminence of year ftation gave you a com- 
manding profpeA of your duty. The road^ which. 
led to honour, was open to your ^ew. You could 
noc loie it by miltake, and you had no temptation 
to depart from it by deiign. Compare the naturd' 
dignity and importance of ihe licheil peer in Eng* 
Jand ;— the noble independancc, which he might 
iiave maintained iii parliament ; and the real in-^ 
tereil and rcfpcA, which he might have accquired, 
not only in parliament, but through the whole 
kingdom ; compare the£s glorious diftin^ions with 
the ambition of holding a fhare in government^ 
the emoininents of a place, the faJe of a borough,, 
or diepurchafeof a corporation ; and though yo» 
may not regret the virtues, which create refpe^ 
you may lee with anguiih, how much real iffl« 
portance and authority yo« bav« loft. Coniider 

thc" 
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ihe character of an independant virtuous Doke of 
Bedford ; imagine what he might be in this coun- 
try, then refled one moment upon what yon are* 
If it be poilible for me to withdraw my attention 
from the h€t, I will tell you in theory what fuck 
a man might be. 

Confcious of his own weight an4 importance^ 
his conduS in parliament would be direded by 
nothing but the conftitntional doty of a peer. He 
would coniider himfelf as a guardian of the laws* 
Willing to fupport the ynfk meafures of govern* 
ment# tnut determined to ohferve the condoA of 
the miniHer with fafpicion, he would oppo(e the 
^violence offa^on with asmuch^mnefs, as the 
encroachments of prerogative. He wonld be as 
little capable of bargaining with the minifler for 
places for himielf, or his dependants, asofde« 
fcending to mix himielf in the intrigues of oppo* 
£tion. Whenever an imporunt queftion called 
for his opinion in parliament, he would be heard^ 
hy the moll profligate miuiier> with deference and 
4-efpe£l. His aofthority would either ianftify or 
difgrace the meafures of government.— —The peo- 
ple would look up to him as to their prote^of, 
and a virtuous prince would have one honeft man 
in his doihinions, in whofe integrity and judgment 
lie might fafely confide. If it Should be the wilt 
«f providence to affiift him with a domeftic mi^ 

fortune* 
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foftane, hewoaldfabmittotfaeftroke> with feel* 
ingt >batiiot«with<nit dignity. He would confider 
the people as his children, and receive a generoas 
hcQSt'Mt confolation, in the fympathUing tears, 
and bleflings of his country. 

Your Grace may probably difcover fomething 
more intelligible in the negative part of this illur* 
trious charader. The man I have defcribed would 
never proftitate his dignity in parliament by aa 
indecent violence, either inxppofing or defending 
a miniiler. He would not at one moment ranco- 
mufly perfecute, at another bafely cringe to >the 
favourite of his Sovereign. After outraging ite 
fbyal dignity with peremptory conditions, little 
fhort of-menace and hoftility, he would never de* 
icend to tht humility of (bliciting an interview 
with the Favourite, and of offering to recover, 
at any juice, the honour of his friendihip. Thougk 
deceived perhaps in his youth, he would not, 
through the courie of a long life, have invariably 
chofen his frieiids from among the moft profligate 
of mankind. His own honour would have for* 
bidden him from mixing his private pleafures or 
conveirfation with jockeys, gameHers, blafphemers, 
gladiators, or buiFoons. He would then have ne- 
ver felt, mqch lefs would he have fubmitted to the 
humilating difboneH necefHty of engaging in the in- 
tercils and intrigues of his dependants, of f applying 

their 
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tHeir vices,or relieving their beggary^at the expence 
of his country* He would not have betrayed fuck 
ignorance, or fuch contempt of the conftitiitioa, 
as openly to avow» in a court of jufUce, the pur* 
chafe and fak of a borough. He would not have 
thought it confident with his rank in the ftate, or 
even with his perfonal importance, to be the little 
tyrant of a little corporation. He would never , 
have been infulted with virtues which he had la* 
l>oured to extinguifh, aor fufFered the difg!race of 
a mortifying defeat, which has made him ridlcu* 
lous and contemptible, even to the few by whonv 
he was not detefled. I reverence the aiHiftionfi of 
a geod man— 'his forrows are facred. But how 
can we take part in the diilrefTes of a man, whom 
we can neither love nor efteem ; or feel for a caAar 
mity, of which he himfelf is infenfible ? Where 
was the father's hearty when •he could look'for^ 
or ifiiid an immediate coniblation for the lofs of an 
only fon, iii confultatioas and bargains for a place 
at court, and even in the mifery, of ballotting at 
the India Houfe! 

. Admitting then that you have miftaken or de* 
iertedthofe honourable principles, which ought to 
have directed your condudl $ admitting that you 
jiave as little claim to private aiFe£tion as to pub- 
lic eileem, let us fee with what abilities, with what 
degree of judgment you have carried your own 
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iyftem itao exectttlon. A great man, in the iocceb^ 
und even in the magnitude of his crimes, &nds a 
reTcne from contempt. . Your Grace is-eveiy watf 
imfortttoate. Yet I will not look baok to thoft 
ridiculous fcences, by which in your earlier (kys^ 
,you thought it an honour to be diHingutihed ; the 
recorded ftripes> the^Bblicinfamy^ your own Ibf* 
feringi, or Mr. Rigby's fortitude* Thefe events 
undoubtedly left an impreffion, though not upon 
,yoiir mind. To fuch a mind, it may perhaps be 
a pleafure to rdieStf that there ia hardly a corner 
^f any of his Majefty's kingdoms, except France^ 
in which, at one time or other, your valuable life 
iias not been in danger. Amiable nan ! we fee 
and acknowledge the j>rotc&ion of providence, hf 
which you have fo often efcaped the ,peribnal de^ 
teftation of your fellow fub;e£ks, and are ftill re^ 
ferved for the public juftice of your country. 

Your hiflory b^g;ins to be important at that av* 
"fpicious period, aft which you were deputed to re>* 
prefent the £arl of Bute, at the court of VerfaiUes* 
It was an honourable office, and executed with the 
'fame fpirit with which it was accepted. Your pa- 
^Crons wanted an ambafiador, who would fubmit t^ 
vnake conceflions, without daring 4o iniilb upoa 
«ny honourable condition for his Sovereign* Their 
buiinefs required a man who had as little feeling for 
bis own dignity as for the welfare of his country i 

and 



L E rr :T E R S. 



«9 



«md tliey found him in the firft rank of the nobjlitjr* 
£ell«ifie, Goree» GuadaIoape» St. Lucia, Martt" 
Bique, the Fifhery, and the HaTana« are glorious 
monaments of your Grace's talents for negotiation. 
My Lord, we are too well acquainted with your pe- 
cuniary charader^ to think itpoffible that fo many 
pablic.facriiices fliould have been made, without 
ibme private compenfatlohs. .Vouxxondnftcar-^ 
ries with it an interior evideoce^ beyond all the; 
legd proof of a courtof joftice^ Even the calious'^ 
pride of Lord Egremont was alarmed. He faw 
and felt his own diOionour^kr cerrefponding with 
you ; and there certainly was. a moment, at which 
he meant to have reMed, had not a fatal lethargy 
prevailed over his faculttdSy aad carried all fenfe 
and memory 3way with it. 

I will not pretend to f^ecify the fecret terms on 
ngvhichyba were invited to fdpport an adminiilra- 
tioB whickLord Bute pretdided to leave in full pol^ 
ielEon of their minifterial aothorityi and perfeiftiy 
jnafters of theniftlves. He was not of a temper to 
relinqtiiflrpower^ tho' he retired from employment* 
'Stipulations were certainly made between your 
Crace and him, and certainly violated. After tw9 
.years fubmiflion, you thottgh.t: you had collected a 
ilrength fufficient to cbntroal his influence, and 
.that it .was your turn to bea. tyrant, becaufe you 
had been a flaTc. When you .found yoarfelf mif- 

VoL. L K ukea 
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uken in ybter opankn dF jrour gradons Mafter^s 
touftift , £fappaisitment got the better cf all yoor 
htnnble difcredon, and carried you to an exceis 
of outrage to htt pcrfon^ aadilhAt from tme fpi* 
rit, as from all decenqy and rc^eA. After rob* 
bing him of the rights of a King, yon would not 
permit him to pivferre the honour of a Gentle^ 
ftian. It was then Lord Weymouth was nominated 
to irdandy and di^atdied (we well remember with 
what indecent hnrry) to plunder the treafary of 
diefirft friiitsof asT employ meoc which yoQ weU 
knew he was nerev w execute. 

This fudden dedaration of war againft the Fa« 
▼onrite mig^t have given you a momentary merit 
With the public, if it had <fither been adoftted upon 
principle, or maintsdned with refbhitio|i« Without 
looking back to all yoor foxmer fervilityy we need 
only obferve youf fobre^u^ntcomlQll, to fee upos 
what motives you aded. Appareil^ iiaitcid with. 
Mr. Grenville, you waified until Lord Rocking- 
ham's feeble admiiiiftration flioald dlflblve ill ita 
own wejikaefs.^^^Themoment their difiaiffion waa 
iufpedtedy the moment yoa perceived that amkhcr 
*fyilem was adopted in the ^ofet, you thought it 
no difgrateeto retom to your former <iependance» 
and folicit once moi« the fiieadfliip of Lord Bute. 
You begged an interview, at which he bad fpirit 
enough to treat you wi^ contempt. 

It 



L E T T B Tl L til 

'It would now be of little vfe to point ottt, by 
^bat a train of weak, iiyudicions meafures, it be- 
-came neceflaiy, or was thought fo, to call you back 
to a ihare* in the adrainiftration. The friends, 
whom you did not in the laft inftaifce defert» were 
mot of a charafter to add ftrength or credit to go- 
vernment ; and at that time your alliance with the 
Duke of Grafton was, I prefume^ hardly fotefeen. 
Wemaft look for Other ftipulations, to account fo^ 
^at fiidden refolntion of the dofet, by which three 
of your dependants (whofe charadeis, I thinks 
xannot be lefs refpeAed than they are) wiere ad- 
iranced to offices, through whith you might again 
«ontroul the minifter, and probably en^rofs the 
^hole direflion of affairs. 

The p'ofleifion of abfolute power is now once 
more within your reach. The meafares you have 
.-taken to obtain and confirm it> are too grofs to 
«cfcape theeyesof a difceming jadicioufe prince. 
Hit palace is beiieged ; the lines of drcomvalla^ 
tion are drawing tound him ; and unkfs he finds 
arefiMirce in his own adivity, or in the attachment 
<of the real friends of his family, the beft of prin- 
•cts muft fobmit to the confinement of a flate pri- 
ibner, until your Grace's death, or feme lefs for- 
tunate event fhall raife the fiege. For the prefent» 
you may fafely refume that ftyle of infult and me- 
aaccy which cvea4i private gentleman cannot fub* 
K a mit 
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init to hear withiMit being contemptible, Mr* 
Mackenzie's hiiloiy is not yet forgotten, and 
you may find precedents enough of the mode ia 
which an imperious fubje£t may ilgnify his plea- 
furc to his Sovereign. Where will this gracious 
monarch look for affiftance, when the wretched 
Grafton could forget his obligations to his mafter» 
and defert him for a hoUbw alliance with Jucb a 
man as the Duke of Bedford. 

Let us confider you, then, as arrived at the fum- 
mit of worldly greatnefs : let us fuppoTe, that all 
your plans of avarice and ambition are accom- 
pliihed, and your moft ianguine wiihes gratiEed in 
the fear> as well as the hatred of the people: Caa 
age itfelf forget that you are now in the laftad of 
life ? Can grey hairs make folly venerable ? And 
is there no period to be reierved for meditatioa 
and retirement? For ihame! my Lord: Let it 
not be rjecordedof you, that the lateft moments of 
your life were dedicated to the fame unworthy 
purfuils, the fame bufy agitations, in which your 
yoi^th and manhood were exhaufted. Coi^der, 
that, altho^gh you cannot difgrace your former 
life, you are viplating the chara&er of age, and 
cxpofittg the impotent imbecility, aftler you have 
loft the vigour of the paflTions. 

Your friends will aik, perhaps. Whither ihall 
iJtus qiihapjpy old xsaxi retire \ Cadi he remain ia 

the 
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tlkt metFopoIIsy where his life has been fo often 
threatened, and his palace fd ofcen attacked ? If 
he returns to Woobum, fcorn and mockery await 
him. He mail create a iblitade roand his eftate» 
if he would avoid the face of reproach and de- 
rifion. At Plyinouthy his deftrudlion would be 
nore than probable ; at £xeter» inevitable. No 
honell Englifhman will ever forget his attachment, 
nor any honeft Scotchman forgive his treachery to 
Lord Bute. At every town he enters, he mud 
change his liveries and his name. Which ever 
way he flies, the Hue and Cry of the country pur- 
foes him. 

In another kingdom indeed, the bleffings of his 
adminiftration have been more fenHbly felt; — his 
virtues better underftood ; — or at worft, they will 
jict, for him alone, forget their hofpitality.— As 
well might Verres have- returned to Sicily. You 
have twice efcaped, my Lord ; beware of a third 
experiment. The indignation of a whole people, 
plundered, infulted, and opprefled as they have 
been, will not always be difappointed. 

It is in vain therefore to fhift the fcene. You 
can no more fly from your enemies than from 
yourfelf. Perfecuted abroad, you look into your 
-own heart for confolation, and find nothing but 
reproaches and defpair. But, my Lord, you may 
^uit the field of bufinefs, though not the field of 
K 3 danger; 
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danger ; and thoogh you cannot be fafe, 70Q mayr 
ceafe to be ridiculons. I fear you hare liftened^ 
too long to* the advice of thofe pernicious friends, 
with whofe interefls you havefordidly united your 
own» and for whom you have faorificed every thing., 
that ought to be dear to a man of honoun They 
are ftill bafe enough to encourage the follies oF 
your agCr as diey once did^ tkc vices of youir 
youth. As little acquainted with the rules of de- 
corumy as with the laws of morality, they will not 
fuffer you to profit by experience, nor even to* 
con fait the propriety of a bad chara£ler. £ven» 
BOW they tell youy that life is no more than a dra-' 
matic fcene,. in which the hero ihould preferve hia^ 
. confidency to the laft; and that as you lived with- 
out virtuci^ you ihould die without repentance. 

JUNIUS-. 

LETTER XXIL 

A LETTER OF SIR WILLIAM DRAPER , TO; 
>UN1US, 

SIR, -* Sfft. 29, 17691 

JlI AViNG accidentally feen a repubUeation of you^ 
letters, wherein you have been pleaftd to affertf 
that I had fold the companions of my fnccefs ; I 
am again obliged to declare the faid aflertion to 
be a moft infamous and $natici9uj/a{/itocd; -andvl 

agaiti 
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mgain eaH apon yoa to flaiid fonty avow yonrfelf, 
and /r0vtf tKe cKarge* If you ean make it ottt to 
the iWtislMKon of any otie mm t n the kiogdotn* 
1 will be content to be thcmgl^ t^ worft man i& 
It ; if you do not* what itttift the nadon think of 
yoa ? Pmrtif haa nothing to do in this' affair : You 
have made a perfonal attack upon my honoury de- 
famed me by , a moft vile ci^mnhy> which might 
poffibly have funk into oblivion^ had not ftich taa« 
common pains been taken to renew and perpetu« 
ate this icandd, chieAy becaufe It has been toki 
in good langeage : For I give yen fuH credk for 
your elegant di6tion, well mmed perk)ds^ and 
attic wii ; bfit wit is oiftentimes ftMt^ though it 
may appear briiliant ; which is exadlythe cafe 
of yom nioMi performance* Bnt, Sir, I am obliged 
in the moil ferious manner to atcnfe yoa of being 
guilty of falpties^ Yott have faid the thing that 
is not* To fupport your ilory, you have recourfc 
to the fbfiowing irrefiflihU argument : * Yo^i/oU 

* the companionsofyour Vi£bry ; becaufe when dre 

* £xteenth regiment was given to jouf you was 

* filentJ' The conclufi^ is inevitable. I believe 
ibat fuch dt^ and acute rtafining could only come 
from fuch an extraordinary writer ae Junius. Bdc 
snfortttnately for you, tk^fnmifis Jrs well as th« 
conclufion are abfolutely^^. Many applications 
bare been made to the miniftry on the fubJcAxyf 

K4 the 
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the MinalU rztihiti find die rime of my bsio^ 
colonel of that regiooeilt. .As J have for fomf 
years quitted London/ I was obliged to have re^ 
.xiourfe to the hoQourabk colonel Mopiba and Sir 
Samuel Comiih to mgmate for roe : In the la^ 
, autumn I perfonally delivered a memorial to the 
Earl of Slielburne at his feat in Wiltfhire. As you 
have told us of your inipprtancey th^t yon are a 
.perfon of rank ^Xid /artuWf and above a camnwn 
.bribe» you may in all probability be not tntinown 
.to his lord4iip» who can iajtisfyjou of the truth of 
what I fay. But I Ihall now take the liberty, Sir^ 
,to feize your battery, and turn it againft yourfelf. 
If your puerile and tinfel logic coujid carry the 
leafl weight or i^oi^yidtioii with it, how muft jr^v 
flaud aife^d by/ the ht$*vitahU conchtfion^ as you 
are pleafed to term it } According to Junius, ^/V 
lenee is Guik. Jn many of the public papers, you 
have been called in the moll dired and offenfivo: 
terms a imr and a ccwar/i. When did you reply 
.to ;thefe foul accufations i You have been quicr 
filettt ; quite chop-fallen : Thereforet btcauft you 
.y^zsjslent, the nation has a right to pr^nonnce you 
to be both a liar and a coward from your own ar« 
gnment : But, Sir,, I will give you fair ^y ; will 
afford you an opportunity to wipe off the firft ap>> 
pellation ; by deitring the proofs of your chargf 
againft me. Produce theui \ To \iape off the laii^ 

prWuce 
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produce jourfilf. People cannot bear any longer 
your Holt*! fiifit and the defplcable impoftutt of the 
•Id Roman Home which you have affe&td^ For the 
fiidire aflome the name of fome moitrn bravo and 
dark afikiZin : Let yoar appellation have fome a& 
nity CO your prance. But if I xanSipmfl^f Jumus^ 
let mepirijb \^ the face of day ; be for ome a ge- 
nerous and open enemy. I allow that gothtc «/* 
puis to cold iron are no better proofs of a man's 
honefty and veracity than hot iron aad burning 
plough-fhares are oifimali cbaftity : Bot afoldier*s 
honour is as delicate as a woman's ; it mud not be 
fufpedted ; yon have dared to throw more than a. 
fufpicion upon mine : You cannot but know the 
confequences* which even the meeknefs of Chri*- 
Hianity would pardon me for^ after the injury yoa 
have done me. WILLIAM DRAPER. 

L E T,T E R XXIIL 

Hant lateri UtbaUi arundom 

TO SIR WILLIAM PRAPBR KKIGHT OF THR 
BATH. 

SIR, Seff. 2$» 1769. 

iii.FT£R fo long an interval, I did not expeft to 

fee the debate revived between us* My anfwer to 

^ your 
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yoaf laft letter ftall be fiiort ; for I write to ft)b 
with rela^lance, and I hope we ihali now eon^ 
dude our correfpondence for ever* 

Had you been originally, and without provoca- 
tion attacked by an anonyraons writer, yov would 
have fome right to demand his name. But in this 
caoih yon are a volunteer. YoU engaged iii it with 
the unpremeditated gallantry of a foldier* Yoa 
were content to fet your name in oppofition to a 
man, who would probably continue in concealment. 
You underilood the terms upon which we were tx> 
correfpond, and gave at leaft a tacit aiTent to tfaenv. 
After voluntarily attacking me under the character 
€f Junius, what poffible right We you to know 
ine under any other ? Will you forgive me if I in- 
^niiate to you, that you forefaw feme honour in 
the apparent fpirit of coming forward in perfon, . 
and that you were not quite indifferent to the dii^ 
play of your literary qualifications ? 

You cannot but know that the republication of 
my letters was no more than a catchpenny contri* 
vance of a printer, in which it was ^mpoflible I 
Ihould be concerned, and for which I am no waf 
anfwerable. At the fame time I wiih you to un- 
derhand, that if I do not take the trouble of re- 
printing thefe papers, it is not from any fear of 
giving offence to Sir William Draper. 

Yowr 
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Your remarks upon a (ignature, adopted merel/ 
Ibr diftinAion, are unworthy of notice ; but when« 
yon tellme'l have fubmitted to be called a liaf 
and 9 coward, I mud a(k you in my turn, whethef- 
joo feriouHy think it any way incumbent upon 
me to take notice of the filly invedtives of every 
- fimpleton> who writes in a news-paper ; and whak 

3 pinion you would have conceived of my difcre* 
on, if I had fufiered myfelf to be the dupe of fo 
(hallow an artifice ? 

You appeal to the fword, though confident 
enough with your late profefiion, will neither prove 
your innocence nor clear you from fuipicion.— ^ 
Your complaints with regard to the Manilla raxw 
Ibm were, for a confiderable time, a diflrefs to 
government. You were appointed (greatly out of 
your turn) to the command of a regiment, and 
^urhg thai adminiftration we heard no more of Sir 
William Draper. The fafts, of which I fpeak, 
may indeed be varioufly accounted for, but they 
ftre too notorious to be denied ; and I think, yon 
might have learnt at the univerfity, that a falfe 
conclufion is an error in argument, not a breach 
of veracity. Your folicitations, I doubt not, were 
renewed under another adminiftration. Admitting 
the fiftdt, I fear an indifferent perfon would only 
infer from it, that experience had made you ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with tlie benefits of compldning^ Re^ 
member. Sir, that you have yourfelf confefled^ 
that, cenjtdering the critical Jauation of this eouniry^ 
the miniftry are in the right to temporize with Spain* 
This confellion reduces yon to an nnfiaTtuaat^ di^ 
lemma. By renewing your folicitationsy you muil 
cither mean to force your country into a war at a 
mod unfeafonable jundlure ; or, having no view 
or expediation of that kind, that you look for no- 
thing but a private compenfation to yourielf. 

As to me, it is by no means necefTary that I 
Ihould be expofed to the refentment of the worft 
and the moil powerful men in this country, 
though I may be indiiFerent about yours. Thougk 
you would fighty there are others who would 
aiTaflinate. 

But after all. Sir, where is the injary i Yoa 
afTure me, that my logic is puerile and tinfel, 
that it carries not the leaH weight or conviflioi^, 
that my premifes are falfe, and my conclufion ab- 
fuid. }f this be ajufl defcription of me, how is 
. it pofiible for fuch a writer to diflurb your peace 
of mind, or injure a charafler fo well edablifhed 
as yours ? Take care. Sir William, how you in.- 
dulge this unruly temper, left the world fhould 
fufped that confcience has fome (hare in your re^ 
fentments. You have more to fear from the treai- 

chery 
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chciy of your own paffions, tlucn (torn any male* 
Tolence of mine. 

I believe. Sir, yoa will never know me. A 
•confiderable time maft certainly elapfe before we 
are perfonally acquainted. You need not, how* 
ever, regret the delay, or fafFer an apprehenfion 
that any length of time can redore yoa to the 
Chriftianmeeknefs of your temper, anddifappoint 
your prefent indignation. If I <underftand your 
<hara^r, there is in your ownbreaft a repoiitory^ 
in which your refentments may be (afely laid up 
for future occafions, and preferved without the 
hazard ef diminution. The Odia in hngum ja^ 
tiens^ qtue ncendenty auSiaque pronurett I thought 
Jiad only belonged to the .worft chara£br of antj« 
^nity. The text is in Tacitus ;«-»yoa know beft 
«fbeie to look for the commentary. 

JUNIUS. 



LET* 
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LETTER XXIV. 

A WORD AT PARTING PROM SIR WILLIAM 
DRAPER TO JUNIUS. 

S I R, OSoBer 7, 1769* 

iVs you have sot favoured me with either of th^ 
j4xfhnaiiws demanded of yoa, I can have nothing 
more to iky to you upon my onm account. Your 
mercy to me» or tendernefi for yourfdfy has beea 
very great. The pablk will ju4ge of your «m- 
ti'ves* If yonr excefs of modefty forbids you tQ 
produce either the proofs* or yourielf, I will ex- 
cufe it« Take courage ; I have not the temper 
of TiberiuAy any more than the rank or power, 
Yott» indeed, are a tyrant of another fort, and 
upon your political bed of torture can excruciate 
anyfubjeft, from afirft minifterdown to fuch a 
grub or butterfly as myfelf ; like another detefied 
tyrant of antiquity, can make the wretched fu& 
ierer fit the bed, if the bed will not fit the fuf- 
ferer, by disjointing or tearing the trembling 
limbs until they are fb-etched to its extremity. 
But courage, conflancy, and patience, under tor- 
ments, have fometimes caufed the mod hardened 
mongers to relent, ;and forgive the oh]t€t of their 
cruelty. You, Sir, are determined to try all that 
humaa nature can endurc> until (he expires: elie, 

was 
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was it poffibk thafe yoa could be the aotkor of that 
mdk iahunuw letter to the Duke of Bedford ? I 
liave iread with sAotddttment and horror.; where^ 
Sir i where were the feelings of your own hear^ 
when yoa coold upbraid a moft affedtionate father 
with the loft of his only and moft Amiable fon? 
Head over again thofe cruel lines of yonrai^ aad let 
cheA wring yonr very fyal ! Cannot political qoeil 
tiotts be difcnfied without d^esiding to the moft 
odioos perfonaMdbes ? Mnft you go wantonly out 
of your way to torment dediiriag age, becaoie the 
3>nke of Bedford may have quarelled with thofe 
whofe caiife and .. politics you efpoufe ? For (haiae! 
€or (hame! As yoa h^vt/poh diners to hiiHy yon 
4nay juftly dread the mfe of them againft your owa 
^brtafty did a want of courage, or of nobk fenti* 
•Usents, Simulate him to Ach meaQ reyenge. Hp 
4s Above it ; he is brave. Do yoa fai^^ that: yoor 
•own bafe arts have infeOed oar whole ifland/ 
Aat your own relle&onsy .•your own con&ie&cey 
'auft and will, if yoa have any %ark of humanity 
*remainingf give him mc^ft .ample vengeance. Not 
all the power of words, with which yoQ vtb 
;graced, will ever waih out, orj«ven palliate. this 
foul blot in your^haradler. I have not time at 
jjcefent to diffed yoor "letter fo minutely as I could 
'«rtfii» bot I will be bold enough to %, that it ia 

(a» 
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^s to reafon and argument) the moft extraordinarjr 
piece of florid impetentt that was ever impdTed 
upon the eyes and ears of the too creduloas and 
deluded mob* It accufes the Duke of Bedford of 
hightreafon. Upon what foundation? You tell 
us, * That the Duke's pecuniary chara&er makes it 

* more than pr§hahUi that he could not have made 

* fuch facrifices at the peace, withoUty^xn^ privati 

* iompen/(Ktidus ; that his conduA carried with it aa 
« interior evidence, beyond all the legal proofs of 
•* a court of jttfticeJ* ' 

My academical education. Sir, bids me tell 
you that it is neceflary to eftablifli the truth of 
your firft propofition, before you prefume to draw 
inferences from it. Firft prove the avarice, be« 
ibre you make the ra(h, hafty, and moft wicked 
iconclitfion. This father, Jmius^ whom yon call 
avaricious, allowed that fon eight thonfiud pounds 
a year. Upon his moft unfortunate death, which 
ryour ufual good-nature took care to remind him 
of, he greatly increaied the jointure of the aHlided 
lady^ his widow. Is this avarice ? Is this doing 
{;ood hyfttaltb f It is upon record. 

If exaA order, method, and true ceconomy as 
a mailer of a family ; if fplendor and jnft magni- 
£cence, without wild wafte and thoughtlefs extra- 
vagance, may conftitnte the charaAer of an ava<^ 

ricious 
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wibtrs mail, tlie duke k ffxilty. But for a mo- 
«ient let us admit that an ambaflador may love 
tmoney too much ; v;h9X proof do yon give that 
lie has taken any to betray his country f Is it hear^^ 
{gf ; or the evidence af letters^ or ocular : or the 
^evidence of thoie concerned in thh black affair? 
Prodnce your authorities to the public. It is a 
moft inipudent kind of forcery to s^ttempt to bKnd 
us with the fmoak, without convincing us that 
the fire has exifted. Yon £rft brand him with a 
'Vice that he is free from, to lender him odious 
•and fufpeded. Sufpicion is the foul weapon with 
which you make all your chief attacks $ vfiih that 
'you ftab. But fhall one of the firft Aibjeds of the 
^ealm be ruined in his fame; (hall even his life 
i>e in conftant danger, from a charge built upon 
foch fandy fbmidations f Muft hU houfe be be- 
sieged by lawlefs ruffians, his journies impeded, 
4Uid even the afylum of an altar be infeCure from 
aflertions fo bafe and falfe ? Potent as he is, ^he 
•duke is amenable to juftice ; if guilty, punifhable. 
The parliament is the high and folemn tribunal 
for matters of Aich great moment. To that be 
they fubmitted. But I hope alfo that fome notice 
will be taken of, and fome puniihment inflided 
upon, falfe accufers, efpecially upon fuch, Junius^ 
. who are ^ifftdlfy/a(/e* In any truth I will agree. 
Vol. L L even 
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even with Junius i will agree with him that it 19 
highly unbecomingthedignity of Peers to tamper 
with boroughs. Ariftocracy is as fatal as demo* 
cracy. Our conftitution admits of neither. It' 
loves a King, Lords, and commons really ckofen 
by the unbooght fufFrages of a free people. But 
if corruption only fhifts hands ; if the wealthy 
Commoner gives the bribe, infiead of the potent 
Peer, is the ftate better ferved by this exchange I 
Is the real emancipation of the borough effected, 
becaufe new parchment bonds may paffibly fuper- 
fedp the old? To fay the truth, wherever fuch 
pradllces prevail, they are equally criminal to and 
deflru6tive of our freedom. 

The red of your declamation is fcarce worth 
confidering, excepting for the elegance of the 
language. Like Hamlet in the play, you pro* 
duce two pidlures ; you tell us, that one is not 
like the Duke of Bedford ; then you bring a mod 
hideous c^icatura, and tell us of therefemblance ; 
but muhum abludit image* 

All your long tedious accounts of the minifterial 
quarrels, and the intrigues of the cabinet, are re- 
ducible to a few (hort lines ; and to convince you^ 
Sir, that I do not mean to flatter any minifter, 
either pad or prefent, thefe are my thoughts: 
they kam to h^vQ»#ded like lovers, or children ; 

h^ve 
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iMve pouted, quarrelled, cried* kiiled, And been 
friends again, as the objects of defire, the mini^ 
Serial rattles, have been put into their hands .But 
fuch proceedings are very unyvorthy of the gravity 
and dignity of a|;reat nation. We do not want 
men of abilities ; but we have wanted fteadinefs ; 
we want unanimaty : your letters, Jutuust will not 
contribute thereto. You may one day expire by 
a flame of your own kindling. But it ia my humble 
opinion that lenity and moderation, pardon and 
oblivion, will difappoint the efforts of all the fe» 
ditious in the land, and extinguiih their wide 
fpreading fires. I have lived with this fentiment ; 
with this I fliall die. WILLIAM PRAPER. 

LETTER XXV. 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OP TH£ PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR, oa. 13, 1769. 

1 F SirWilliam Draper's bed be a bed of tortures, 
he has made it for himfelf. I ihall never inter- 
xupt his repofe. Having changed the fubjeflt^ 
there are parts of his lail letter pot undeferying of 
jsl reply. Leaving his private charader and con* 
.4tt£t out of the queftion, 1 (hall confider him 
L 2 inerelf 



149 t E T T fi ft •^. 

merely iti tht eapkcity of ^n Mtbor, whofe ItJ 
boiiri certainly do no difcredit to a itewsf^paper. 

We fay, ill common difcourfe» that a man may 
lie kis own enemy» and the freqaeney of the fa^l 
shakes the expreffion inteltigtble. But that a man 
fiioaid be the bittereft enemy of his friends, im- 
plies a contnidiftion of it peculiar nature. There 
Is fomoithing in it, which cannot be conceived 
withoac a confuiion of ideas, nor cxpreiTed with- 
(6nt a folecifm in language. Sir William Draper 
Is ftill tiiat fatal friend Lord Granby found him* 
Yet lam ready to do juftice to his generofity ; if 
indeed it be not fomething more than generous^ 
to be the voluntary advocate of men, who think 
themfelves injured by his affiftance, and to con-^ 
fider nothing in the caufe he adopts, but the dif- 
ficulty of defending it. I thought however he 
had been better read in the hiftory of the human 
heart, than to compare or confound the tortures 
bf the body with thofe of the mind. He ought 
to have known, though perhaps it might not bo 
his intereil to confe{s> that no otitward tyranny 
can reach the mind. If confcience plays the ty- 
rant, it would be greatly for the benefit of the 
ivorld, that flie were more arbitrary, and far lefs 
placable^ than fome men find her. 
, But it feems I have outraged the feelings of a 
&ther^ heart.— -Am {indeed fo ir^adicious? 

Does 



L B T T C R S* r49 

Does Sir WilCam Draper think IwouM have 
hazarded my credit, with a generous nation, by 
§i> grofs a violation of the laws of humanity i 
Does he think I am fo little acquainted with the 
£rft and nobleft charaf^eriftic oi Engliflimen ? Of 
liow will: he reconcile foch folly with an under- 
ftaading (b full of arti&ce as mine f Had he been 
a father, he would have been, but little offended ^ 
with the ieveirity. of the reproach, for hU mind 
would have been filled ynth the judice of it. He 
would have feen that I did not infult the feelings 
of a father, but the father who felt nothing. He 
would have trufted to the evidence of his own 
paternal heart, and boldly dented thepoffibility 
of the fadb, indead of defending it. AgainU 
whom then will his honeft indignation be directed; 
when J aflbre him^ that this whole town beheld the 
Duke of Bedford's condu£l> upon the death of his 
ion, with horror and aftonifhrnent. Sir William 
Draper does himfelf but little honour in oppofing 
the general fenfe of his country. The people 
sre ieldom wrong in their opinions,-— in their fen- 
timencs they are never miAaken. There may be 
a vanity perhaps in afii^galar way of thinking f^^ 
bat when a man profeffes a want of thofe feelings^ 
which do honour to the multitude, he hazards 
Ibmething infinitely more iaiportantthao the cha- 
rafter of his underflanding. After all, as Sir 
L 3 William 
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William may poffibly be in earaeit in his anxietyr 
for the duke of Bedford, I Ihould be glad to re- 
lieve him from it. He may reft aiTuzed that this 
worthy nobleman laugh«» with equal indifference, 
at my reproachesi, and Sir William's diftreis about 
him. But here let itftop. Even the Duke of 
Bedford, infenfible as^heis, willconfult the tran* 
quillity of his life, in not provoking the modera- 
tion of my temper. If, from the profoundeft 
contempt, I ihould ever rife into anger, he fhould 
foon find, that all I have already faid of- him 
was lenity and compaffion. 

Out of a long catalogue. Sir William Draper 
has confined himielf to the refntation of two 
charges only. The reft hehad no time^odif- 
cufs;. and indeed it woukl< have been a laborious 
undertaking. To draw up a defenee of fuch a 
feries of enormities, would have required a* life 
at leafta^-longas that which has been uniformly 
employjgd in tb^ practice of them. The public 
opinion of the Duke of Bedford's extreme oeconomy 
is, it feems, entirely without foundation. Though 
not very prodigal abroad, in his own family at 
leaft he is regular, and magnificent. He pays 
his debts, abhors a beggar, and makes a hand- 
fome provifion for his foa. His charity has im- 
proved upon the proverb^ and' ended where it be- 
gan. 
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.{an. Admitting the whole force of the lingle 
anilance of his dpmeftic generofity (wonderful in- 
deed, confidering the narrownefs of his fortune, 
and the little merit of his only fon) the pub- 
lic may Hill perhaps be diifatisfied, and demand 
{bme other lefs equivocal proofs of his munifi- 
cence. Sir William Draper (hould have entered 
boldly into the detail-— of indigence relieved^ 
of arts encouraged — offcience patronized; men 
of learning prote^ed, and works of genius re- 
warded; — in ihort, had there been a iingle in- 
flance, befides Mr. Rigby, of blufhing merit 
brought forward by the duke, for the fervice of 
the pubUc, it ihould not have been omitted. 

J wiih it were poSible to eflabliih my inference 
with the fame certainty, on which I believe the 
principle is founded. My condufion however 
was not drawn from the principle alone. I am 
not fo unjud as to reafon from one crime to an- 
other; though I think, that, of all the vices^ 
avarice is mod ajjt to taint and corrupt the 
heart. T combined the known temper of the 
man with the extravagant conceilions made by the 
ambafTador; and though I doubt not fufficient 
care was taken to leave no document of any trea- 
fonable negociation, I ftill maintain that the con- 
dudl*of this minifler carries with it an internal 

♦ If Sir William Draper will take the. trouble of look- 
ing into Torcy's Memoirsj^e will fee with what little ce- 
L 4 remony 
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and a convincing evidence agaiaft liim. Sir Wi|^ 
liam Draper feems not to know the value or fbrcc- 
of fach a proof. He will not permit us to judge- 
of the motives of men, by the manifeil tendency 
of their a6Uons, nor by the notorious charadler of 
i^eir minds. He caHs for papers and witneflesyWitli 
a fort of trintophant fecurity,> as if nothing could 
be true, but what could be proved in a court of 
Juftice. Yet a religious man might have rcmem- 
bered« upon what foundation fome truths mo^ 
interefting to mankind^ have been received and 
•ftabliflied. U it were not for the internal evi- 
dence, which the pureft of religions carries with^ 
it, what would have become ofhts once well- 
quoted decalogue, and of the meeknefs of his 
thriftianity. 

The generous warmth of his refentment makes* 
him confound the order of events. He forgets- 
that the infults^and the diftrefTes which the Duke 
of Bedford has fuffercd, and which Sir William has 
lamented with many delicate touches of the true 
pathetic, were only recorded in my letter to his 
Grace, not occaiioned by it. It was a fimple, 
candid narrative of fads; though, for aught I 
know, it may carry with it fomething prophetic* 
His Grace undoubtedly has received feveral omi. 

mony a bribe may be offered to a d uke, and with what litde 
cei-emony it was o»iy not accepted^ 

llQttS 



LETTERS* 153 

nous hints ; and I think, in certain circamftances 
a wife man would do well to prepare hinfelf for 
the event. 

But I have a charge of a heavier nature againft 
Sir William Draper. He tells us that the Duke 
of Bedford is amenable to juftice ; — that parlia- 
ment is a high andfolemn tribunal; and that, if 
guilty, he maybe puni&ed by due cour(e of law ; 
and all this, he fays, withasjnuch gravity as if 
he believed one word of the matter. I hope in- 
deed, the day of impeachments will arrive, before 
this nobleman escapes oat of life ;— -but to refer 
us to that mode of proceeding now, with fuch a 
miniftry, and fuch a Houfe of Commons as the 
prefent, what is it, but an indecent mockery of 
the comman ienfe of the nation ? I think he might 
have contented himfelf with defending the great- 
e& enemy, without infulting the diftreHes of his 
country. 

His concluding declaration of his opinion, with 
re^£t to the prefent condition of affairs, is toa 
loofe and undetermined to be of anyfervicetothe 
public. How ftrange it is that this gentleman 
ihould dedicate fo much time and argument to the 
defence of worthlefs or indifferent charaders» 
while he gives but feven folitary lines to the only 
fubje^t, which can deferve his attention, or do 
credit to his abilities. JUNIUS. 

LET- 



154 L B T T E R S, 

LETTER XXVI. 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUB-LIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 0^.17,1769. 

It is not wonderful that the great caoTe, inwhick 
this country is engaged, fhould have roufed and 
engroiTed the. whole attention of the people. I 
rather admire the generous fpirit with which they 
feel andafTert their intereft in this important quef- 
lion, than blame them for their indifference about 
any other. When the conilitution i»» openly in- 
vaded, when the firft original* righi of the.people, 
from which all laws derive their authority, is di*- 
jredlly attacked, inferior grievances naturally lofe 
their force, and are fuffered to pafs by witLout 
puniihment or obfervation. The prefent miniftry ' 
are as fingularly marked by their fortune, as by 
their crimes. Inftead of atoning (or their former 
conduct by any wife or popular meafure, they 
have found, in the enormity of one fadl, a cover 
and defence for a feries of meafures, which muft 
have been fatal to any other adminiftration. I fear 
we are too remifs in obferving the whole of their 
proceedings. Struck with the principal . figure, 
we do not fufficiently mark in what manner the 

canvafs 



LETTERS. 'Tf;: 

canvafs is filled up. Yet furely it is not a lef* 
crime, nor lefs fatal in its confcquences, to enw 
courage a flagrant breach of the law by a military 
force, than to make ufe of the forms of parlia- 
ment to deftroy the conftitotion. The miniftry 
feem determined to give os a choice of difficnlrie*, 
and, ifpoffible, to perplex us with the mukttudfc 
of their offences. The expedient is well worthy 
of the Duke of Grafton. But though he has pre- 
ferved a gradation and variety in his meafares, wte 
-fliould remember that the principle is uniform. 
Didated by the fame fpirit, they deferve the fame 
attention. The following fa^, though of themoft 
alarming ffeture, has not yet heen clearly ilated to 
the public, nor hare the confequences of it been 
fuificiently underilood. Had I taken it up at an 
early period, I ibould have been aecufed of an 
uncandid, malignant precipitation, as if I watched 
for an unfair advantage againft the miniftry, and 
would not allow them a reafonabk time to do their 
duty. They now ftand without excufe. Indead 
of employing the leifure they have had, in a ilrift 
examination of the offence, and punifhing the of- 
fenders, they feem to have conftdered that indul* 
gence as a fecurity to them, that with a little time 
and management the whole affair might be buried 
in filence^ and utterly forgotten. 

A major 
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A m^r general of the ariny is arrefted by tht 
fteriffs officers for a confiderable debt. He per* 
fuades them to condud him to the Tilt- Yard im 
St. James's Park, onder fome pretence of bofinefi 
which it imported hira to fettle before he was con^ 
.fined. He applies to a ferjeaat, not immediatelf 
oa daty» to allift with fom« of his companions in 
favouring his eicape. He attempts it. A bnftle 
cniiics. The bailiffs claim their prifoner. An 
ofiicer of the guards^ not then on duty, takes 
part in the affair, applies to the lientenant con^ 
manding the Tilt" Yard guard, and urges him to 
turn out his guard to relieve a general oiBcer« 
. The lieutenant declines interfering in perfon, bat 
Hands at a diffance, and fuffers the bufinefs to be 
done. The other oiEcer takes upon himielf to order 
out the guard. In a Bioment they are in arms, 
quit their guard, march, refcue the general, and 
drive away the iheriffs officers, who in vain repre« 
fent their right to the prifoner, and the natnte of 
the arreff. The foldiers firff condud the general 
into their guard-room, then efcort him to a plac« 
of fafety, with bayonets fixed, and in all the 
forms of military triumph. I will not enlarge 
upon the various circumftances which attended 
this atrocious proceeding. The perfonal injury 
received by the officers of the law in the execution 
of their duly, may perhaps be atoned for by fome 

private 
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private compenfation. Iconfider nothing but th# 
wound, which has been given to the law itfelfy 
to which no remedy ha^ been applied; no fatis- 
faftion made. Neither is it my defign to dwell 
upon the mifcondad of the parties concerned, 
any farther than is neceiTary to fhewthe behaviour 
of the miniHry in its true light. I would mal^e 
every compaffionate allowance for the infatuation 
of the prifoner, the falfe and criminal difcretion 
of one officer^ and the madnefs of another. I 
would leave the ignorant foldiers entirely out of 
the queflion. They are certainly the leall guilty, 
though they are the only perfons who have yet 
iufFered» even in the appearance of punilhment* 
The faA itfelf, however atrocious, is not the 
principal point to be confidered. It might have 
happened under a more regular government, and 
with guards better difciplined than oars. The 
main queilion is, in what manner has the minidry 
aiRed, on this extraordinary occafion. A general 
ofHcer calls upon the king^s own guard, then 
^dually on duty, to refcue him from the laws of 
his country ; yet at this moment he is in a iitua- 
tlon no worfe, than if he had not committed an 
t>ffence, equally enormous in a civil and military 
view. — A lieutenant upon duty dellgnedly quits 
his guard, and fuffers it to be drawn out by an- 
ther ofEcer, for a purpoic which he well knew 

(as 
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(;i9 we may coUeil from an appearance of caution, 
which onjy makes his behaviour the more crimi- 
nal) to l^e in the higheH degree illegal. Has this 
gentleman been called to a court- martial to an* 
fvyer for his conduct ? No. Has it been cenfured ? 
No. Has it been in any fhape inquired into I 
No. — Another lieutenant, not upon duty, nor 
eyen in his regimentals, is daring enough to order 
even the king's guard, over which he had properly 
no command, and engages them in a violation of 
the laws of his country, perhaps the moft lingular 
and extravagant that ever was attempted. — What 
punifhment has he fuffered ? Literally none. Sup<* 
pofmg he fhould be profecuted at common law for 
the refcue, will thatcircumflance, from which the 
minillry can derive no merit, excufe or juflify 
tkdr fuifering fo flagrant a breach of military dif^ 
cipline to pafs by unpuniQied and unnoticed I 
Are they aware of the outrage offered to their fo- 
vereign, when his own proper guard is ordered 
out to flop, by main force, the execution of his 
kws ? What ai e we to conclude from fo fcanda- 
lous a negleft of their duty, but that they have 
other vie\vs, which can only be anfwered by fe- 
curing the attachment of the guards ? The mi- 
nifler would hardly be fo cautious of offending 
chem, if he did not mean, in due time, to call 
for theii.afHilance. 

With 
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With refpefi to the parties themfelves, let it be 
obferved, that thefe gentlemen are neither young' 
officers, nor very young men. Had they belonged 
to the unfledged race ofenfigns, who infeft our 
(ireets, and difiionour our public places, it might 
perhaps be fufficient to fend them back to that 
difcipliney from which their parents, judging 
lightly from the maturity of their vices, had re- 
moved them too foon. in this cafe, 1 am forry to 
fee, not fo much the folly of youth, as the fpirit 
of the corps, and the connivance of government* 
I do not queftion that there are many brave and 
worthy of&cers in the regiments of guards. But 
coiiiidering them as a corps, 1 fear it will be 
found that they are neither good foldiers nor good 
fabjeds. Far be it from me to inlinuate the moil 
diftant reflection upon the army. On the contrary, 
I honour and efleem the profeflion ; and li thefe 
gentlemen were better foldiers, I am fore they 
would be better fubjedls. It is not that there is ai^y 
internal vice or defed in che profeflion itfelf, as 
regulated in this country, but that it is the fpirit 
of this particular corps to defpiie their profelCon, 
iuid that, while they vainly affume the lead of the 
jtrmy, they make it matter of impertinent com- 
parifon and triumph over the bravell troops in the 
world (I mean oar marching regiments) that tJl^e^ 
indejed itand upon higher ground^ and are privi- 
leged 
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leged to negleQ the laborioaa ftcms of aiilitarf 
difcipHoe and <luj(y« Without dweUmg longer 
upon a moft invidious fiibj^dl, I ftidl h«vei it to 
military men, wha have feen a CBorwe more a^ve* 
than the parade, to determine whetiier or no h 
fpeaktruthf 

Howfar thi&dans^eroQsipirithaa beeaenooft^ 
riiged by government, and to what pemicioos * 
purpofes it may be applied heceaftcr, well defiaret 
qur moft ferious conftderation* I know ibdeedt 
that when this afTatr happened, an affe&atioa of 
alarm ran through th^ mini^. Something, niaft 
be done to fayc appearances. The <:Me war too 
flagrant to be paiTed by abfolutely without notice* 
But how have they a^ed ? InBead of ordering the- 
ofiicers concerned, . and who ibi&ly fpeakiag, are 
alone guilty, to be put. under, arre^ftand brought 
to a triaU they would have it und^rftood, that 
they did their di^ty compleady, in oonfiniog a 
ferjeant and four privatefoldiers, motil they ihoald 
be demanded by the civil power ; fotbat while 
the ofScer^, who ordered or permitted the thing 
to be done, efcape without cenfutre, ti^ poor men 
who obeyed thofe orders, who in. a military view 
are no way refponiible for what they did, and 
who for that reafon have been difcharged by tho 
civil magiftrates^ are the only ob^e^s whom the 
minidry have thought proper to esipofe topvntih* 

ment* 
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ntent. They did not venture to bring even thefe 
men to a court martiaU becauie they knew their 
evidence wonld be fatal to fome perfons, whom 
they were determined to protef^. Otherwife, I 
doubt not, the lives of thefe unhappy, friendlefs 
fcidicTS would long fince have been facrificed 
without icmple, to the iecurity of their guilty 
officers. 

J have been accufed of endeavouring toenflame 
the paffions of the people.— —Let me now appeal 
to their underftanding. If thew ^e any tool of 
adminilbnition daring enough to deny thefe fa£ts, 
or ihamelefs enough to defend the condufl of the 
miniftiy. let him come ferward. I care not un- 
der what title he appears. He (hail find me ready 
to maitttaiii the truth of my narrative^ and the 
^uftke of my di)fervations upon it, at the hazard 
of my utmoft credit with the public. 

Under the moil, afbittary governments, the 
common adminiilration of juilice is fuffered to 
take its courfe. The fubjedi, though robbed of 
his (hare in the legiflature, is flill protefled by 
the laws. The political freedom of the Englifh 
^conftitution wasr once the pride ::nd honour of an 
EngJiihman. The civil equality of the laws pre- 
fctved the property, and defended the fafetyof 
the fubjeil. Are thefe glorious privileges the 
birthright of the people, or are we only tenants 

Vol. L M at 
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at the will of the imni&yl — Bat that T know 
there is a fpirit of xeiiftance in the hearts of my 
countrymen, that they valne life, not by its con- 
veniences, but by the independance and dignity 
of their condition, 1* (hould, «t this moment, 
• appeal only to their difcretion. I flionid per- 
fuade them to bani(h from their minds all me- 
mory of what we were ; I (hoold tell them this it 
not a time to remember that we were Englifhmen ; 
and give it as my laft advice,, to make feme early 
agreement with the miniiler, that £nce it has 
pleafed him to rob u« of thofe political rights, 
which once diftinguifhed the inhabitants of a 
country! were honoor was happineis, he would 
leafve us at leaft the humblep obedient fecurity of 
cidzenSi and :gracioufiy condefcend to protedt ns 
inoorfabmiflion. JUNIUS. 

LETTER XXVII, 

anasssBD to the frintsu ov thb pvbxic 

AOVBRTlSia^ 

SIR, OQoher 17, 1769. 

* ERFBCTLV convinced as I am of my own inabi- 
lity to enter the lifts, or ufe mypen againft the two- 
edged fword that glitters in the hand of Junius, 
nothing but my being impelled by that uncommon 

kind 
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&ind of gratitade, whkh'jnjkke» us> not only diftok* 
•ful for benefits received, but inclines us 4o love 
and refpeA our henefa^or* could tempt me/ontk 
M) fo unequal a combats or prevail on me to offer 
^ven a fad to the public* through fudiajchannel 
as our news-papers. 

JLet my motive then .plead my excuCb, ^vhile I 
j-eply to the charge which appears moft difficult 
to be cleared, becaufe it is moft general* which 
Junius has made againil the Duke of Bedford. 

* Junius callsoipon Sir William HraperiCo '^en* 
^ ter boldly into the detail of indigence 4«lieyed ; 
^ of arts encouraged; of fcience patronized ; of 
' men of learning protected ; and works «fgeniuf 
• rewarded.' 

Under any of thefe denomihauons, ft mufl be 
extremely painful to a wolhan, whofe higheft 
merit Ihould be mod^ft, and of courfe a b!ufl>ing 
merit f to appear 4 yet truth and gratitude oaght 
tofurmount female delicacy fohiy as to relate a 
jinatter of fad» which Ike hopes will be one proof 
of the injuftice of thexharge kere quoted againft 
die Duke of Bedford. 

When his Grace was iocd lieutenant of fre* 
iaudy the feris of letters between Henry and 
Frances happened to fall into his hands. In the 
preface, Henry (peaks of the diftrefies of his for- 
tune! and the juilifia&le means by which thofe 
M 2 diftrefTci 
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diftrefles were occafioned.— -His Grace*8 bmiMU 
nity was aiFedled ; he enquired into the author'^ 
fituatiotiy and on finding it to be what is there 
defcribed, unfcdicited by aught but his own noble 
nature, he fent for Uenry» and in th^ mpft oblige 
ing and gracious manner prefented him with a 
patent employment, which was at that time va- 
cant. 

Sure I am, that many parallel, perhaps more 
meritoriousy inflances of his Grace's munifiGence* 
might be recounted, if thofe, who like me have 
partaken of them, had virtue (ufiicient to ac- 
knowledge themfelves e6li^i/,.y</hfia they had re- 
ceived an obligation* 

FRANCES. 

LETTER XXVIII. 

ADDRESSED TO THJB PR INTER OF THE 
PUBLIC ADVE'RTIS.ER, 

SIR, Oaober ao, 1769. 

1 VERY fmcerely applaud the fpirit with which a 
lady has paid the debt of gratitude to her bene- 
factor. Though I think ihe has miilaken the 
point, (he ihewi a virtue which makes her re- 
fpedable. The queftion turned «j>on the perfoiial 

.{[cnerofity 
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generofity or avarice of a man, whofe prlv-ate for- 
tune is immenfe. 

The proofs of his munificeiice muft be drawn 
from the ufes to which he has applied that for- 
tane. I was not fpeaking of a lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, bat of a rich Englilh Dqke, whofe 
wealth gave him the means- of doing as much 
good in this country, as he derived from his power 
In another. I am far from wiihing to lefTen the 
merit of this fingle benevolent a^Uon ; — perhaps 
. it is the more confplcuous from ftanding alone. 
All I mean td iky h, that it proves nothing in the 
prefent argnmeht- JUNIUS. 

LETTER XXIX. 

A. LKTTBK OF MOPESTUS TO JUNIUS. 

SIR,. NAVtmier 13,. I'jS^ 

Ihreb weeks are elapfedfince you favoured the 
public with an-. efTay on the arrefl of a general 
officer. You vvrefted the circumftances with which 

^ it was attezided^ into a crime againft adminiilra- 
tion. You told the ftory in your own way ; y<fu 

'^aibned upoti it in> your own way alfo ; you 

abufed, you praifed, yoo challenged, and you 

cdticluded. In* all this it would be difficult to 

decide, whedier the inveteracy of youir malice, 

M 3 the 
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the abfurdity of your argamentr the barbarity oP" 
yoar intention, or thednllnefsof your flile and 
€ompofition» appeared moil confpicoous. 

Bat» Sir, waving the reft» you ckalienged^ and 
thefe arc the precifc terms of your defiance : * I 

* have been accufed of endeavouring to inflame 

* the padions of the people — let roe new appeal 
« to their undcrftanding.— 1€ thew be any tool 
« of adminiftration daring enowgh to deny thefe 
' fads, or fhamelefi enough to defend the condu^ 

* of the miniiHry, let him come ^ward. I care 

* not under what title he appears. He fliall find 

* me ready to maintain the triith of my narra-^ 
« tive, and the juilice of my obfervations upon* 

* ky at the liiazard of my utmoft credit wkh thp 

* public/ 

Two days after your letter made* its appearance 
in the Public Advertiier, an anfwer to it appeared 
in the Gazetteer, io which your challenge was> 
accepted in the following word* 2 • You chat-^ 

* lenge any tool of admiiiHlration to defend the 

* condudl of miniflry > I accept of your ehaUenge, 

* though it is not addrefied to me. I am no tool 
' of adminiib-atioBy bat your equal, Junius, per* 

* h^ps your fuperior, in every thing that may become- 

* a man. I defire for judges of the eonteft, juflicey 
■* candor, and impartiality. I dare yo« te the 
' uttcrmoft I and if I do not make yon appear* 

• in 
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• in the eyes of all reaibnable men, as contemp* 

* tible as you deferve to he, let tlie fcorn be tranf- 
« ferred to myfelf.' 

What is the ceaibn, Junius, that you have 
hitherto taken no notice of that letter I The au- 
thor of it» too candid to affirm what he could not 
immediately prove, fuppofed, in his argumeat, 
your narrative to be true ; and even on that Tup* 
pofition» he demonflrated your observations not 
only unjuf(, but ii^confiHenty even to abfurdity. 
But if he could not with certain knowledge deny 
the fa^, he doubted it ; he told you &> ; and, in 
the belief that no man would give a formal chal- 
lenge without purfuing it» he has enquired into 
the truth of that fa£t He tells you now» and 
will maintain it at the utmoft hazard of his cre- 
dit with the public, that your narrative is no leTs 
falfe than your obfervations are fallacious. It is 
falfe (for inflance)' that the general ofiicer ap- 
plied to a ferjeanty not on duty^ to favour his, 
efcape. It is falfe, that the ofEcer of the guard 
ftood at a diftance, and fufiered the bufinefs to be 
done. He was fpoke to ^y the other .officer in the 
^offee-boufe, and he not only declined interfering 
in perfon, but fiatly refufed his affiance dire^ly 
or indire£i]y. He did more s he di^uaded hia 
brother officer from his intention, and believed 
be bad prevailed* His only fault was» bting the 
M 4 dupe 
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dupe of the other's apparent repentance, who 
left the coffee-houfe as if he intended to proceed 
no farther in the attempt ; and took the oppor- 
tunity to apply to fome ibkliers^ of tlie* guard,, 
while the officer who commanded it remained im 
the coifee^houfe. It is falfe that the goard wasi 
turned onf, or ander arms. And it is a moft ma- 
HcioQsconftru^tion of the falrefl condu£l,to blame* 
admmijjbrationy beeanfe the^ geittiemei» have not 
been pnniihed by miHtary law. 

The truth is, that it was propofed to try the- 
offenders by military lawr immediately after the 
offence was committed ; but, in tt conlbltation^ 
with the civil magiflrate, it was judged improper, 
left a military trial ihould prejudge the a^ion now 
depending, and in which the offenders are at pre^ 
fent under balk A fkir trial is the right of every 
Kngliihman, whatever offence he may be guiltjr 
of. Our civil rights^ are our muft precious blef- 
£ngs ; and our form of trial is the - bulkwark of. 
thefe rights; and. Sir, you contrad$6l theprin**' 
clples you profefs, when you* endeavour tafet up 
martial, in oppofition to common kw, and give 
that the lead which ought to follow. Had diefe 
gentlemen been firff tried by military law, the 
evidences brought before a court-martial muft 
have been afteVwards examined in the court* of 
law ; but witneflei already exaouned upon oath, 

according 
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according; to thrartntnrry ptoceedings of a coart- 
AarmU cannot be unexceptionable in a fubfe* 
^uent civil adion. Their eridence, however ex« 
fortedy would awe them to concealy or diigaife 
the truth, which oiir form of civil trial is fo well 
calculated to difcover. And you, Junius, k pa« 
triot, an aflertor of the rights c€ £ng]ifhinerr, 
would have declaimed and exclaimed, witb ibme 
appearance of joiHce, againfl the proceedings of a 
court-martial, which fhould have deprived thefe 
officers of that fair and legal trial, which they 
liave a right, as EngliQitten, to demand. 

Our military laws prefcribe the punrfliment of 
cafhiering, lor o0ence» of this nature. But how 
is this crime to be proved t Only by the verdidl of ' 
a jury in a civil a^lion ; and the judgment upon 
it is evidence of record in the fubiequent court- 
martial : but thefe are matters a£ which you are 
ignorant. You go on in your own method, to 
clap, the cart before the hoHe ; and you> would 
)»¥« punifhed by military law, an offence whidi 
military law cannot take cognizance of, until It 
has been legally found one by the verdid of a jury* 
Thus, blinded by your paffion, or unacquainted 
with the conAitation, you would overturn it, to 
wreck your refentment againft a miaiftry, which, 
in this inftance at leaft, ha» aded in its trnefl 
fj^ixit. 

It 
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It is time» Janiosy yoa (bould tkitik oftbe cI&aC> 
leoge yoa gave. I know yoa to be flow, and £ 
have not hurried you. Bat ibmething is due to 
your character ; which has already fu£ered in the 
Article of chaUenges. I &oald wifli to meet yoa 
on this ground ; or, indeed* on any other. Stand 
forward, man, the canfe is not U) bad^ but feme* 
thing may flill be faid for it : you can, at leaft, 
call names. 1 warn you, however, that I (hall 
take no notice of any of yonr myrmidons ; not 
even Phylo- Jonias, ihouM yo« write another let- 
ter nnder that ilgnitttre. But I warn you alib» 
that if you fni^er yourfelf to be thus infulted, after 
the provocation you have given, you aie ruined 
with the public, and you will pafs, eve& ia the 
opinion of Wilkes and Liberty, ibr what you axCp 
the faai&ed emiflary of a defperate fa£Uon. 

MODESTUS* 

LETTER XXX. 

AJ>nX8»8SP TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR, Ko*vmher 15, 1769. 

1 ADMIT Ibe claim of a gentleman, who pub* 
lifhes in the Gazetteer under the name oiModeJbts. 
He has fome right to expedk an anfwer from me % 
though, I think, not fo much from the merit ox 

importance 
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importance of his objedions, as fiom my own 
▼olKntary engagement. I had a reafon for not 
taking notice of him iboner, which, as he is a 
candid peribn» I believe he will think fa£cien.t« 
In my firft letter, I took it for granted, from the 
time which had elapfed, that there was nointen* 
tioh to cenfare, nor even to try the j>erfons con- 
cerned in the refcne of general Ganfel ; but M9- 
deftus having fince either affirmed, or ftongly in- 
finuated, that the offenders might ftill be brought 
to a legal trial, any attempt to prejudice the 
canfe, qr to prejudice the minds of a jury, or a 
court martial, would be highly improper. 

A man, more hodile to the miniilry than I am, 
would not fo often remind them of their duty. If 
the duke of Grafton will not perform the duty of 
his fiation, why is he minifier?rr-| will not de- 
fcend to a fcurrilotts altercation with any man: 
but this is a fubjedl too important to be pafled 
over with a filent indifference. If ^e gentlemen, 
whofe condu^ is in queftion, are not brought, to ' 
a trial, the Duke of Grafton (ball hear from me 
again. 

The motives on which I am foppofed to have 
taken up this caufe, are of little importance* 
compared with the fads themfelves, and the ob^ 
fenratiotts I have made upon them. Without a 
vain profeffion of integrity, which, in thefe 

times 
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times might jaftly be fufpeded, I fhall ihew my* 
fclf in effeft a friend to the interefts of my country- 
men, and leave it to them to determine, whether 
1 am moved by a perfbnai malevolence to three 
private gentlemenr or merely by a hope of per- 
plexing the miniftry, or whether I am animated 
by a jail and honourable purpofe of obtaining a 
fatisfaAion to the laws of this county, equal, if 
poiSble, to the violation they have fuifered. 

' JiUNlU'S. 

LETTER XXX7. 

TO HIS GRA-CE THE PVK« OF CEAltTOV. 

MY I, R I>, Ngvemitr 29r. 1 76$!^ 

1 HOVGH my opinion of your Grace's integrity 
was but little afieded by the cbyncfs with whick 
you received ^r, Vaughan*s propofallv I confefi 
I give you fome credit for your difcretion. You 
had a fair opportunity of difplaying a certain de- 
licacy, of which you had not been fafpeAed ; and 
you were in the right to make ufe of it. By lay- 
ing in a moderate Hock of reputation, yon un- 
doubtedly meant to provide for the future necef- 
£ties of your charadler, that mih a» honourable 
refinance upon record, you might fafely indulge 
your genki, and yield to a favourite inclination 

witk 
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rwith fecurity. Bdt you have difcovcred your par* 
pofes coo foon* wad, indead of the modeft referve 
of virtue, have (hewn us the termagant chailityi>f 
a pjrude, who gratifies her paflions with diiUac- 
tipn, and profecutes one lover forarape, while 
the fdlicits the lewd embraces of another. 

Your .cheek turns pale : for a guilty confcience 
tells youy you are undone,— Come forward^ tho« 
virtuous miniller* and tell the world by what in.- 
tBreft Mr. Hifie has been recommended to fo ex- 
traordioary a mark of his Majefty's favour ; what 
was the price ^ the patent he has bought» and te 
what honourable purpefe the purchafe money has 
been applied. Nothing lefs than many thbufands 
could pay Colofier Burgoyne's expences at Pref- 
ton. Do yott dare to profecute fuch a creature as 
Vaughan» whil« you are bafely fetting up the 
Koyal Patronage to audion ? Do yon dare to com- 
plain of aa lUtack upon your own honour, while 
you are felling the favours of the crown, to raife 
9, fund for corrupting the morals of the people f 
And, do you think it poffible fuch enormities 
ihould efcape without impeachmentf It is indeed 
highly your interefl to maintain the prefent houfe 
of con*.mons. Having fold the nation •to you -in 
grofst they will undoubtedly proteft you in the 
reutl ; for while they patronize your crimes, they 
feel for their own. JUNIUS. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXII. 

TO <{IS GRACE THE PVKE OF CRAFTOK« 

MY LORD, Dtcemhtr\z^ 1769. 

1 FiNB with fome fuiiprize, that you are not fup- 
portcd as you deferve* Your moil determined 
advocates have fcruplesabout them, which you are 
unacquainted with ; and, though there be aothiug 
too. hazardous for your Grace to engage in, there 
are fome things too infamous for the vileft profii- 
tute of a news-paper to defend. In what other 
manner ihail we account for the profound, fubmif- 
five filence, which you and your friends liave ob« 
fenred npon a charge which called immediat|?ly 
for the i:learefl refutation, and would have j uni- 
fied the fevereft meaiures of refentxnent ? I did 
Dot Attempt to blaft your character by an indirect,, 
abrguous infmuation, but candidly ftated to you 
a plain fa£l, which ftruclc dire^ly at the integrity 
of a privy* counfellor, of a firit commiifioner of 
the treafury, and of a leading minifler, who is 
fuppofed to enjoy the firfl fhare in his Majefty's 
confidence. In every one of thefe capacities I 
employed the mod moderate terms tocl^arge you 
with treachery to your Sovereign, and breach of 
trufl in your ofiice. 1 accufed you of having fold, or 

per- 
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permitted to be fold, a patent place in thecolle^lion 
of the caftoms at Exeter, to one Mr. Hine, who, an* 
able or unwilling to depofit the whole purchafe* 
money himielf, raifed part of it by contribution^ 
and has now a certain Dr. Birooke quartered upon 
' the falary for one hundred pounds a year.— No fale 
hy the candle was ever condudled with greater 
ibrmality. — I affirm that the price, at which the 
place was knocked down (and which, I have good 
Tcafon to think, was not lefs than three thousand 
'five hundred pounds) was, with your connivance 
.and confent, paid to Colonel Burgoyne, tore- 
ward him, I prefume, for the deceftcy of bis de- 
portment at Prefton ; or to reimburfe him, per- 
haps, for the fine of one thoufand pounds, which, 
for that very deportment, the court of King*8 
Bench thought proper co fet upon him. — It is not 
often that the Chief Juftice andthe Prime Minifler 
are {o drangely at variance la their opinions of 
jnen and things. 

I thank God there is not in human nature a 
degree of impudence daring enough to deny the 
•charge I have fixed upon you. Your courteous 
iecretary, your confidential architeA, are filent as 
.the grave. Even Mr. Rigby's countenance fails 
bim. He violates his fecond nature, and blufhes 
-whenever he fpeaks of you. — Perhaps the noble 
Colonel himfelf will relieve you. No. man is 

more 
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jnore tender of his reputation. He is not qn\y 
nice, hot pcrfeftly fore in every thing that tooche^ 
his honour. If any man^ for example, were to 
accufe him of taking his Hand at a gaming*table« 
and watching, with the fobered attention, for a 
fair opportunity of engaging a drunken young 
nobleman at picquet, he would undoubtedly coiv- 
iider It as an infamous afperfion upon his charao* 
ter, and refent it like a man of honour. — Acgui&r 
ting him therefore of drawing a regular andiplen- 
<lid fubiiftance from any unworthy practices, either 
in his own houfe or elfewhere,. let jne aik your 
Grace, for what military merits you have been 
pleafed to reward him with military government? 
He had a regiment of dragoons, which one would 
imagine, was at lead an equivalent for any fend- 
ces he. ever performed. Befides, he is but a young 
officer, confidering his prefeiaient, and, excepting 
his .adivity at Predon, not very confpicuous in 
his profefiion. But it feems, the fale of a civil 
employment wais not fufficient, and military go- 
vernments, which were indeed for the fuppoit 
of wosn-out Jiretecans, mud be thrown into the 
fcale, to defray xhe extenfive bribery of a con- 
teded eledlion. Are thefe the deps ycui take to 
fecurc to your Sovereign the attachment of his 
army ? With what countenance dare you appear 
in the royal prefence, Jbranded as you are with the 

infamy 



L E T T E R S- 



^77 



$Afamy of a notorious breach of truftf With what 
i:oajitenance can yoa take your ieat at the trea- 
/bry-board, or in council, when you feel that tvtty 
^rculatlng whifper is at your expence alone, and 
ftabs you to the heart ? Have you a fingie friend 
in parliament fo (hanielefs, fo thoroughly abandon- 
ed, as to undertake your defence ? You icnow, my 
Lord, that there is not a man in either houfe, 
whofe character, however flagitious, would not be 
ruined by mixing his reputation with yours i aad 
does not your heart inform yoa, that you are de- 
graded below the condition of a man, when you 
are obliged to hear thefe infults with fubmiflion^ 
and even to thank me for my moderation ? 

We arc told, by the higheil judicial authority, 
<hat Mr. Vaughan's offer to purchafc the reveriioii 
of a patent in Jamaica (which he was otherwife 
fufiiciently entitled to) amounted to a high mifde- 
meanour. Be it fo : and if he deferves it, let him 
be punifhed. fiut the learned judge might have 
had a fairer opportunity of difpiayiug the powers 
of his eloquence. Having delivered himfelf with 
{o much energy upon the criminal nature, and 
dangerous cpnfeqdences of any attempt to corrupt 
a man in your Grace's flation, what would he haye 
faid to the miniver himfelf, to that very privy- 
coanfellof, to that firftcommiilionerof the treafu- 
rff who does nbt wait for, but impatiently folicits 

Vol. I. N the 
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the touch ofcorruption ; wlio employs the meaneft 
vf his creatures m tbefe honourable fervices, and* 
forgetting the genius and fidelity of hie fecretary, 
(defcends to apply to his houfe builder for affift* 
ancc? 

ThisafFair» my Lord, will do infinite credit to 

government, if, to clear your chara^er, yOu fhould 

think proper to bring it into the houfe of coro- 

inons, or into the court of King's Bench. — But, 

^ my Lord, you dare not dp cither. JU NIUS. 

LETTER. XXXIIL 

70 THE XING. 

Dec. 19, 176^ 

When the complaints of a brave and powerful 
people are obferved to increafein proportion to 
the wrongs they have fufFered ; when, inftead 
of finktng into fubmiffion, they are roufed to 
refiftance, the time will foon arrive, at which 
every inferior confideration mull yield to thfe 
fecurity of the Sovereign, and to the general 
fafety of the ftate. There is a moment of di^ 
iiculty and danger, at which flatrery and falfe- 
hood can no longer deceive, and fimplicity it- 
ielf can no longer be mifled. Let us ftippofe 
it arrived. Let us fuppofe a gracious, well in- 
icjQtioned prince, made fenfible at lall of thre 

^rca.t 
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great duty he owes to his people, and of hJj 
own diigraceful ituacion ; that he looks round 
him for ai|iftaiicey and a(ks for no advice, but 
how to gratify the wiflies, and fecure the hap- 
pinefs of his fubjefls. In thefe circutnftances 
it may be matter of turibus speculation to 
cdnfider, if an honeft man were permitted' to 
approach a King, in what terms he would 
addrefs hlmfelf to his Sovereign. Let it be ima- 
gined, no matter how improbable, that the fjrft 
prejudice againft his character is removed, that 

' ' the ceremonious diificulties of an audience are 
formounted, that he feels himfeif animated by 
the puref): and moft honourable affedtions to his 

• King and country, and that the great perfon> 
whom he addreffes, has fpirit enough to bid him 

' fpcak freely, and underftanding enough to lifteit 
to him with attention. Unacquainted with th« 
▼aiii impertinence of forms, he would deliver 
his fentiments with dignity and firmnefs, but 
not without refpedl. 

.S I R, 

It is the misfortune of your life, and originally 

the caufe of every reproach and diftrefs, which has 

attended your government, that you ihould never 

have beea acquainted with the language of truth, 

N z until 

/ 
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until you heard it in the complaints of your peo« 
pie. It is not, however, too late to corred the 
error of your education. We are jjiill inclined to 
make an indulgent allowance for the pernicious 
lefTons you received in your youth, and to form 
the moil fanguinc hopes from the natural benevo- 
lence, of your difpoQtion* We are far from think- 
ing you capable of a dire^> deliberate purpofe to 
invade thofe original rights of your fubjeds, on 
which all their civil aiid political liberties depend. 
Had it been poffible for us to entertain a fufpipion 
fo diihonourable to your character, we ihould long 
iince have adopted a ftyle o^ remonftrance very dif- 
tant frQm the humility of con^plaint. The doc- 
trine inculcated by our laws, TJ^i the King can tk 
jn Wrongf is admitted without reluftanpe. Wo fe- 
parate the amiable good-natured prince from tho 
folly apd treachery pf his fcrvanti, and the private 
virtues of the man from the vices of^ his govern- 
ment. Were it not for this ]\x^ diilinfUoq, I knov 
not whether your Majefty'^ condition, or that of 
the EngUfh natioq, would deferve moft to be la- 
mented. I would prepare your mind for a favour- 
able reception of truth, by removing every pain- 
ful, offenfive idea of perfonal reproach. Your fub* 
je6ls. Sir, wifh for nothing but that, as they are 
reafonable and affedlionate enough to feparate your 
ptffop from your goyernmisnt, fp jexr, in your 
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toniy Khottld difUnguifh between the condufl, 
which becomes the permanent dignity of a Kiifg, 
and that which ferves only to promote the tempo- 
rary intenril and miferable ambition of a minifter. 
You afcended the throne with a declared, and» 
I doabt not, a fincere refblution of giving oniver- 
fal fatisfadion to your fubjefts. Yon found them 
pleafed with the novelty of a young prince, whofe 
countenance promifed even more than his words, 
and loyal to you nor only from principle, but paf- 
ft on. It was not a cold profeifion of allegiance to 
the iirft magiftrate, but a partial, animated attach- 
ment to a favourite prince, the native of their 
country. They did not wait to.examine\your con- 
duft, nor to be deterftiined by experience, but gave 
you a generous credit for the future blefllngs of 
jour reign, and paid you in advance the deareft 
tribute of their affefUons. Such, Sir, was once the 
difpofition of a people, who now furround your 
throne with reproaches and complaints. Dojuflice- 
to yourfelf. Baniih from your mind thofe unwor- 
thy opinions with which fome interefted perfons 
have laboured to pofTefs yon. , Diilrnft the men, 
who tell you that the Englifh are naturally light 
and inconftant ; — that they complain without a 
caufe. Withdraw your confidence equally from 
all parties ; from mtniflers, favourites, and rela- 
lions i and let there be pne moment in your life in 
N 3 which 
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whiclx you have confalteci yoor &fgn iiaderftaAdr 
ing. 

When ypu affedledly reaoanced the name of 
EngUihmeo. believe me, Sir» you were perfaaded 
to pay a very ill-judged compliment to one part of 
your fubjedts, at the cxpence of another. While 
the natives of Scotland are not in adual rebellion,, 
they are undoubtedly iatitled to prote&ion ; nor 
do I mean to condemn the policy of giving fome 
encouragement to ihe novelty of their afiedtioas. 
for the houfe of Hanover. I am ready to hope for 
every thing from their new-born zeal, and from, 
the future ftcadincfs of their allegiance. But 
hitherto they have no claim to your favour. To 
honour them with a determined predile^ion and 
confidence, in exclafion of your Engliih fubjeds* 
who placed your family, and, in fpite of treachery 
and rebellion, have fupported it upon the throne, 
is a miflake too grofs, even for the unfnfpe^ling 
gencroiky of youth. In this error we fee a capital 
violation of the moH obvious rules of policy and 
prudence. We trr'ce it, however, to an original 
bias in your education, and are ready to allow fot 
your inexperience. 

To the fame early influence we attribute it, that 
you have defcended to take a ihare not only in the 
narrow views and interefls of particular persons* 
but in the fatal malignity of their pafiions. At 

your 
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your 3<:c$ffioa te the tkroce; the wlioie. fyH^iQ of 
goverAmcBt was altered, not from wiiUom or deli- 
beraiion» but becaufe it had been adopted by youjr 
predece&i', A little, perfooal motive of pi^iie and* 
iiefefrtment.was fuf&cient to remove the ableft fer- 
vants of tfl^crown ; but it is not in this conntryr 
Sir, that fuch men can be diihonoured by the 
frowns of a King, They weredifmifled, but could 
not be difgraced. Without entering into a minu- 
ter difcufliQa of the merits of the peace, we may 
obferve, in the imprudent hurry with which the» 
firft overtures from France were accepted, in the 
eondtt£l of the negotiation* and terms of the trea- 
ty, the ih-ongeil marks of thai precipitate fpirit of 
conceflion, with which a certain part of yosur fub-' 
jed> have been at all times ready to purcbafe a 
peace* with the natural enemies of this country, 
Qnyour part we are fatiafied that every thing was 
honourable and iincere, and if England was fold 
to France, we doubt not that your Miijefty was' 
equally betrayed* The conditions of the peace 
were matter of grief and.fttrprize to your fubjeds, 
but not the iihmediaxe caule of their prefent dif* 
content, - 

Hitherto, Sir, you had been facriHced to the 
prejudices. and paffions of others. With what firm*' 
nefs will you bear the mention of your own ? 

N4 A man» 
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A man, not very honoarably diflingai/hed in 
the world, commences a formal attack upon yoar 
favourite, confidering nothing, but how he might 
beft expoie his |>erfon and principles to deteftatios, 
and the national chara^er of his countrymen ta 
contempt. The natives of that country. Sir, are 
as much diflinguiihed by a peculiar charaAer as 
by your Majefty's favour. Like another chdfea 
people, they have l)een conducted into the land 
^ plenty* where they find themfelves efFeAually 
marked, and divided from mankind. There is 
hardly a period, at which the mod irregular cha- 
mber may not be redeemed. The miilakes of one 
fex find a retreat in patriotifm ; thoie of the other 
in devotion. Mr. Wilkes brought with him into 
politics the fame liberal fentiments by which his . 
private condud had been diredied, and feemed to 
think, that, as there are few excelTes, -in which 
an Engliih gentleman may not be permittted to 
indulge, the fame latitude was allowed him in the 
choice of his political principles, and in the fpi- 
rit of maintaining them.-*— I mean to flate, not 
entirely to defend his conduct. In the earneftnefs 
of his zeal,., he fuiFered fome unwarrantable |pfi« 
nuations to efcape him. He faid more than mo* 
derate men would Juilify ; but not enough to en- 
title him to the honour of your Majefty's per- 
fonal rcftniment. The rays of Royal indignation, 

collcaed 
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colleiifted upon hinit ferved otly to illaminate; 
and could tiot confume* Animated by th« hy<mt 
of the peppfo on one fide, and heated hy per* 
fecution on the other, hisviewd and fentiments 
chaiigifcd with his fituaci^n.' Hardly ftrious ae firil» 
he i» now an enthufiaft. The cotdeft bodies warm 
with oppofition^ the hardeft fparkk in c<^lifion* 
There is a holy miftaheti zfeal in politics as weU 
a» religion. By perfnading others^ we convince 
ourfelves. The paflions are engaged, and create 
a maternal aiFe£)1on in the mind, which forces us 
to love the caufe for which we faffer. — Is this a 
contention worthy of a King f Are you not fen- 
iibie how nxuch the meannefs of the caufe gives 
an air of ridicule to the ferious difficulties into 
which you have been betrayed f The deftru^tion 
of one man has been now, for many years, the 
fole object of your government, and if there can 
be any thing IKU more difgraceful, we have feen, 
for fuch an objed, the utmoft influence of the exe- 
cutive power, and every miuifterial artifice exerted 
ivithout fuccefs. iQor can you ever fucceed, un- 
lefs Iff ihould be imprudent enough to forfeit the 
profedtion of thofe laws, to which you owe your 
crown,or unlefs your miniflers Ihould perfuade you 
to make it a queflion of force alone^ and try the 
whole firength of government in oppofition to the 
people. The IcfTons i^e has received from cxperi- 
^ cncc 
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tnct, will probably gvtmA hm&i0m6»fih anCtA of 
folly i and in yoiur M^jefty's wpsm vJip fkod an 
uB^cilionable aiforance that oo^iUvgal-vioifnc^ 
will be attempted* . . 

Fa? from f^pe^^g y.QA.of fQ!bo«i£bl«ra de%fi» 
we, would attribute ihA conjtSftued vklaitiQft 4>f the 
laws, and even tbtt lafl: endmous atfackitpoii the 
vital {M-inciples of the. eoolUtation, to an ill^ad-^ 
vifedy uQworthy, p^rfoikil i^fentment. Fjoqi oae 
falfeilepyou have bf<»i betrayed into another} 
and as the canfe was-nvworthy of you, yo«ri»Vf 
nifters were determined that the prudence of the 
execution ihould correfpond with the wifdom and 
dignity of the defign. They have reduced yon to 
the neceflity of choofing out of a variety of difi- 
culties ;: — to a fituatioH fo unhappy, that you can 
neither do wrong without ruin, nor right without 
afibdiioni Thefe worthy fervants have ondoabt-r 
cdly given you many fingular proofs of their abi- 
lities. Not contqited with making Mr.. Wilkes a 
man of in}portan(^, they have judicioufly tranA 
fencd the queHion from the rights and iaterefts of 
one man to the moft important rights and intereili 
of the people, and forced your fubje^s £rom wiih* 
iug well to the cauie of an individual, to unite 
with him in their own. Let them proceed as they 
have begnni and yoiir MstjcAy need not doubt 

that 
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tbat the cataftrophc will do no diflkoaouc to ihp. 
C0ndu£i of the piece. 

The circumilfinces to wlu^h you are redaced^ 
will not admit of a^compromire with the Engliih 
nation. Undecifivey qualifying meafares will dif* 
grace your government dill more than open via- 
lence, andy without fatisfying the peopk, will ex-^ 
cf ce their contempt. They have too much onr 
derlbnding and fpirit to accept of an indirect fa•^ 
tisfa^UoQ for a dired injury. Nothing lefs than a 
repeal, as formal as the reiblution itfelf, can heal 
the wound, which has been given to the conftitun 
tion, nor will any thing lefs be accepted. I can 
readily believe that there is an influence fufHcient 
to recal that pernicious vote. The houfe of commons 
undoubtedly confider their duty to the croij/n as 
paramount to all other obligations^ To us they 
are only indebted for an accidental exigence, and 
have jiiftly transferred their gratitude from their 
pareats to their benefador* j— from thofe, who 
gave him birth, to the miniAer, from whofe hcj 
nevolence they derive the comforts and pieafures 
of their political life ; — who has taken the ten- 
dered care of their infancy, relieves their necef«% 
iities without ofHending tkcir delicacy, andiia? 
given them, what they value mofl, a virtuoiis edu« 
cation. But, if it were poffible for their integi^ity 
io be degraded to a condition fo vile and abje£l, 

that. 
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that, compared with it, the prefent eftimatimi' 
they ftand in is a ftate of honour and refpeft, con- 
fider. Sir, in what manner you will afterwards 
proceed. Can yon conceive that the people of 
rhis country will long fabmit to be governed by f& 
flexible a houfe of commons ! It is not in the nature 
of human fbclety^ that any form of govemmenty 
in fuch circumflances, can long be preferved. In' 
ours the general contempt of the people is as fatal 
as their deteflacion. Such, I am perfuaded, would 
be the neceflary clFeft of any bafe conceffion made 
hy the prefent houfe of commons, and, as a quali- 
fying meafurc would not be accepted, it remains 
for you to decide whether you will, at any hazard, 
fupport a fet of men, Who have reduced you to 
this unhappy dilemma, or whether you will gra- 
tify the united wifties of the whole people of Eng- 
land by diflblving the parliament. 

Taking it for granted, as I do very fincerely, 
that you have perfonally no defign againft the 
conflitution, nor any views incontiftent with the 
good of your fubjedls, I think you cannot hefitate 
long upon the choice, which it equally concerns 
your interefl, and your honour to adopt. On one 
fide, you hazard the affedtions of all your Englifh 
fubjefts ; you relinquifh every hope of repofe to 
yourfelf, and you endanger thc^ eftablifhment of 
your family for ever. All this you venture for 

n« 
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no objeift whatfoever, or for fach an obje6l) as k 

would be an affront to you to name. Men of 

fenfe will examine yoar ^ndu^ with fafpicion $ 

while thofe who were incapable of comprehending^ 

to what degree they are injared> affli^ you witlx 

clamours equally infolent and unmeaning* Sup* 

pofing it poffible thUt no fatal ftruggle ihoald en** 

fue, you dete;rmine at once to be unhappy, wkh« 

4>ttt the hope of compeafatton either from intereil 

or ambition. If an Englilh king he hated or 

jdefpifedj he mufi be unhappy ; and this perhaps 

is the only political truthy which he ought to be 

xonvinced of without experiment. But if the 

Engliih people (hould no longer confine their re>- 

Xentment tp a fubmiffive repreientadon of their 

wrongs ; if, following the glorious example of 

;their anceftors, they Ihould no longer appeal to the 

creature of the conftitution^ but to that high Being 

who gave them the rights of humanity, whofe giftg 

it were facnlege to furrender, let me aflc you. Sir, 

upon what par,t of jroiir Xubjedls would you rely 

/or afililance. 

The people of Ireland have been uniformly 
plundered and opprefied. In return, they give you 
^very day fre(h marks of their refentment. They 
^efpife themiferable governor you have fent them, 
becaufe he is the creature of lord Bute ; nor is it 
/rom any j^atur^ confaiion in their ideas, that they 

ure 
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Are fo ready to confotrnd the original of a King 
with the difgraceful reprdentation of him. 
. The diHance of the cok>nie& would make it 
impoffible for them to take an a£Uve concern rn 
your affairs, if they were as well afFeded to yoor 
government as they once pretended to be to your 
l^erfon. They were ready enough to difUnguifh 
Jbetween jrm and your miniilers. They complained 
of an ad of the legiilature, but traced the origin 
of it no higher than to the fervants of the crown <: 
JThey pleafed themfelves with the hope that their 
^Sovereign, if not favourable to their caufe, at lead 
fwas impartial* The decifive, perfonal part yon 
. took againft them, has efiedually banifhed that 
iirft diftindlion from their minds. They confider 
you as united with your fexvants againd America, 
•And know how to diilinguifh the Sovereign and a 
venal parliament on one fide, from the real feati- 
ments of the Engliih people on the other. Look- 
ing forward to iu dependence, they might pofibly 
receive you for their Sing ; but, if ever you re- 
tire to America, be afTured they will give you 
fuch a covenant to digell, as the prefbytcry of 
Scotland would have been aihamed to offer to 
Charles the Second. They left their native land 
in fearch of freedom, and found it in a defart. 
Divided as they are into athoufand forms of policy 
and religion, there is one point in which they all 

agree : 
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tgre^ ; thd)r equally deteft t^e pageantry of a Kkg, 
attd tSic fupemlitfus hypocrify of a bilhop. 

It is not then from tli^ aK€Hat«d affe^liorw 0f 
f reland or Attierka» th^t you can Teafonably look 
-iw afliflance? ftUl lefs from the p(K>pleof Englatrd, 
'who- are aftoally contending for thtir rights, ani 
in thw great qtieflion, are parties againft you. Yoft 
4ire not, however, deftittile of every; appearance of 
fopport : Yoa have all the Jacobites, Nonjurors; 
•Roman Catholics, and Tories of this country, an3 
all Scotland without exception. Confidcring fmm 
what family you are defcended,* the choic»,«of yout 
ifriends has been fingularly dirc£ted $ and truly* 
Sir, if you had not loft the whig intereft of Eng* 
land, I (hottld admire your de-xterity in turning 
^he hearts of your enemies. Is it pofilble for yon 
^to place -^ny confidence in men, who, be^fore they 
«re faithful to you^ muft renounce every opinion> 
end betray every principle, both in church and 
Aate, which they inherit from their anccftors, and 
«re confirmed in by their education ? wliofe num^ 
/bers are fo inconfiderable, that they have loog^' 
4ince been obliged to give up the principles and 
language which diftinguifhed them as a party, and 
•to vfight under the banners of their enemies ? Their 
zeal begins with hypocrify, and mull conclude in 
^treachery. At firft they deceive j at^kft they bei- 
tray. 

As 
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As to ttie Scotchy I mod fappofe your heart and 
underft^nding fo biased, from your earlieft infan- 
Ky, in their favour, that nothing lefs th;inj0«r 
0nv9 miafortanes can undeceive you. You will 
not iiccept of the uniform experience of your an- 
iceilorsij and when once a oian is determined to 
jMlieve, the very abfurdity of the doi^ine confirms 
him in jhis faith* A bigotted underftanding can 
{draw a proof ^f attachment to the houfe of Hanover 
ffcm a notorious sseal for the houfe of Stuart* and 
£ttd an earnefl of future loyalty in former rebel- 
4ion8* Appearances are however in their favour; 
/o ilrongly indeed, that one would think they had 
forgotten that you are their lawful King> and had 
miHaken yon for a pretender to the crown. Let 
it be admitted then that the Scotch are as fincere 
4n their prefent profeilions, as if you were in rea- 
Jity notian Eagliihman, buta £riton of the Norths 
you would not be the £ril prince of their native 
/country againft whom they have rebelled, nor 
the firft whom they have bafely betrayed. Have 
yon foigjottm. Sir* or has your favourite con- 
cealed from you that p/irt of our hiflory, when the 
unhappy Charles (and he too had private virtues) 
Aed from the open avowed indignation of his 
Englifh fubje^ls, and furrendered himfelf at dif- 
xretion to the good faith of his own country meni. 
Y^ithout looking for fupport in their affeflions as 

fubje^lsy 
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^ubje&y he applied only to their honour a? gen- 
tlemen, forprotedlion. They received him ^s they 
iKTould your Majefty, with bows, and fmiles, and 
:falfehood, and kept him until they had fettled their 
Jbargaia with the EngliHi parliament; then bafely 
fold their native King to the vengeance of his ene- 
mies. This, Sir, was not the ad of a few trai- 
tors, but the deliberate treachery of a Scotch par* 
• liament repcefenting the nation. A wife prince 
rmight draw from it two leflbns of equal utility to 
bimfelf. On oneiide he might learn to dread the 
undifguifed refentment of a generous people* wha 
dare openly aiTert^their rights, and who, in a jufi: 
caufe, are ready to meet their Sovereign io the 
iield. On the other fide, he would be taught to 
apprehend fomething far more formidably; ' ■ ■■ 
.a fawning treachery, agaiaft which no prudence 
can guard, no courage. can defend. The infidioui 
-frnile upon the cheek would warn ihlm of the 
.canker in the heart. 

' From the ufes, to 'which one part of the army 
has been too frequently applied, you have fome 
reafon to «xpedl, that tJiere are no fervices they 
. would refufc. Here too we trace the partialily of 
your underftanding. You take the fenfe of the 
army from the conduct of the guards, with the 
fame jufticc with which you colled the fenfe of 
the people from the reprefentations of theminillry. 
Vol. I. O Youf 
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Y<mr mardiing regixnetits, Sir, will not make the 
: guards their example either as foldiers or fufa^eda. 
•They fbelknd refent, as they ought to do, that 
Invariable, undiftinguifiiingikvour with which the 
'guards are treated; while thofe gallant troops, 
by whom every hazardous, every laborious iervice 
is perfoi^medy are leftto perifh ingarrifons abroad, 
or pifie in quarters at iiome, negleded and for- 
gotten. If they had no fenfe of 4he great origi-* 
lial duty they owe their country, their refentment 
woidd operate like patridtifm, and leave your 
icauib to be defended by thofe to whom you have 
laviflied the rewards and honours of their profef- 
iion. The Prsetorian baftds, enervated and d&- 
l>auched as they were, had flill (Irength enough to 
43we the Roman populace : but when the diftaiit 
legions took the alarm, they marched to >Rome, 
and gave away the empire. 

On this fide then, which ever way you turn your 
*€yes, you fee nothing but perplexity and diilrefs. 
You 'mfey determine to fupport the very miniflry 
who have reduced your affairs to this deplorable 
iituation : you may " fhelter yourfelf under the £orm$ 
'of a parliament, and ietyour people at defiance. 
But be affuredi ^ir, that fuch a refolution would 
be as imprudent as it would be odious*. If it did 
not immediately fhake your eflablifhment, it would 
trob you -of your peace of mind for ever. 

On 
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' On the other, how difFerent is the profpcft! 
How tsSy, how hfe and honourable is > the path 
hcfwe you! The Engiilh nation declare they tire 
grofsly injured by their reprcfentatives, and (olicit 
your Majefly to exert your lawful prerogative, 
and give them an opportunity of recalling a tmH, 
which, they find, has been fo fcandaloufly abufed. 
You are not to be told that the power of the houfe 
ef commons is not original, but delegated to them 
for the welfare of the people : from whom they 
received it. A queftion of right arifes between 
the conftituent and the reprefentative body* By 
what authority (hall it be decided f Will your 
Majefty interfere in a queftion in which yon have 
properly no immediate concern ? It would be a 
fiep equally odious and unnece/Tary. Shall the 
lords be called upon to determine the rights and 
privileges of the commons ? They cannot do it 
without a flagrant breach of the conftitution. Of 
will you refer it to the judges ? They have often 
told your anceftors, that the law of parliament is 
Above them* What party then remains but to leave 
it ' to the people to determine for themfelves ? 
They alone are injured ; and fince there is no fu- 
perior power to which the cafufe can be referred, 
they alone ought to determine. 

I <io net mean to perplex you with^a tedious ar» 

(ument upon a fubjedi already fo difcuffed, that 

O 2' in/piration 
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^nfpiration could hardly throw a new light upon »it. 
There are, however, two points of view, in which 
it particularly imports yoar Majefty to >coniider 
the late proceedings of the houfe of commons. By 
^^epriving a fubjed of his .birthright, they have at« 
tributed.to their own vote an authority equal to an 
a£V of the whale iegiAature; and, ^ho' ^perhaps 
not with the iame motives, have ftridly followed 
.the example of the long parliament, which iirft 
declared the regal office ufelefs, and foon after, 
with as little ceremony, diiTolved the houfe of 
lords. The fame pretended power, which robs an 
Englifli fubjeftof his birthright, may rob an Eng- 
ling K.ing..of his crown. In .another view, the 
refolution of the houfe of commons, apparently not 
fo dangerous to your Majelly, is fHIl more alarm- 
ing to your people. Not contented with divefting 
one man of his right, they have arbitrarily con- 
veyed .that right to another. They have fet afide 
a return as illegal, without daring to cenfurethoie 
officers who were particularly apprized of Mc 
Wilkes's incapacity, not only by »the.jdeclaratio& 
of the houfe,. but exprefsly by the writ directed t^ 
;them, and who jieverthelefs returned him as duly 
elefted. They have rejefted the majority of votes» 
.the only criterion by which our laws judge of thfi 
ienfe of thejseqple; they have transferredlhe ji^ht 
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of -ele^on from the coUeAive to the reprefenta* 
tive body ; and by thefe ads, taken feparately or 
together, they have eflentially altered the original 
conflitutioii of the houfe of cQCimons. Verfed, as 
your Majefty undoubtedly is, in the Engliih' hi£^ 
tory, it cannot eafily efcape you, how much it 
is your ii)teief(, as well as your duty to prevent 
eae of the three eilates from encroaching upon the 
province of the other two» or aifuming the autho- 
rity of them all. When once they have departed 
from the great confticutional line, by which all. 
fheir proceedings Ihould bediredled, whowill an« 
iwer for their future moderation? Or what alTu- 
ranee will they give you, that, when they have 
trampled upon their equals, they will fubmit to a- 
fiiperior I Your Majeily^ may learn hereafter, how> 
nearly the flave and tyrant are allied^ 

Some of your council, more candid than the 
refl, admit the abandoned profligacy of the prefent 
houfe of commons j butoppofe their diflblution upon ' 
an opinion, I confeis not very unwarrantable, that 
their TucceiTors would be equally at the difpofal of 
the ireafury. I cannot perfuade myfelf that the 
nation will have profited fo little by experience. 
But if that opinion were well founded, you might 
then gratify our wifhes at an eafy rate, and appeafe 
the preient clamour agaiod your government with- 
O 3 outi. 
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out oAnag any material injury to the favcmrtte 
eaufe of corruption. 

You hare 'ftill an honourable part to a£l* The 
aJr«^on» of your fubj6£h may ftill be recovered* 
Btit htfote you fubdiie tStir hearts, you mull gain 
k noble vidory over yoar omi. Diicarri thofe little 
perfoifll refentments which have too long dtrcAed 
ymir j^eblic condu6t» Pardon this man the re* 
mainder of his punifhment; and if refcntment ftiU 
prevails, make it, what it ihoald have been long 
Urice, an a£t, not of mercy» but contempt. He 
will foon fall back into his natural ftatton, — a 
ftlent fenator, and hardly fupporting the weekly 
ehxjuenee of a news paper. The gentle breath of 
jfteace would leave him on the furface, negleded 
Itnd unremoved. It is only the temped that lifts 
him from his place* 

' Without confttlting your minifter, call together 
your whole council. Let it appear to the public 
that you can determine and a6i for yourielf. Come 
forward to y6ur people. Lay afidc the wretched 
formalities of a King, and fpeak to your fubjefts 
with the fpirit of a man, and in the language of 
a gentleman. Tell them you have been fitally 
deceived. The acknowledgment will be no dif» 
grace, but rather an honour to your underftand- 
ing . Tell them you are determined to remove 
every caufc of complaint againft your government; 

that 
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tkai you will give your confidence to no man who 
does not poflefs the confidoice of your fabjeds $ 
and you will leave it to chemfelves to deC^rmine^ 
by thftir condof)! at a future elefVion, whether or 
not it be inrealky the general feak of the nation • 
tbat their rights have been arbitrarily invaded by 
tlie prefenthoufe of commons, and the conftitution 
betrayed. They will then do jtillice t6 their re-^ 
prefe&tative^ and to themielves. 

Thefe fentiments, Sir, and the ftyle they are 
conveyed in » may be ofFenfive perhaps, becanfe 
they arenew to you. Accuftomed to the language 
of courtiers, you meafure their affe{lions- by the 
vehemence of their expreffions ; and when they 
only praife you indirectly, you admire their fmce- 
rity. But this is not a time to triHe with your 
fortune. They deceive you, Sir, who tell you that 
you have many friends, whofe aiTedlions are founds 
ed upon a principle of perfonal attachments. The 
fkfk foundation «f friendship is not the power of 
conferring benefits, but the equality with which 
they are received, and may be returned. The for- 
tune which made you a King forbade you to have 
a friend. It is a law of nature which cannot be 
violated with impunity. The miftaken prince,* 
who looks for friendihtp, will find a favourite, and « 
in that favourite the ruin of hi« afFair». 

O 4 The 
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The people ofEngland are loyal to thehos/e 
of Hanover* not from a vain preference of one 
family to another, but from a convidlion that the 
eftabliflunent of that family was necefiary to the 
fupport of their givil and religious liberties. This» 
Sir, is a principle of allegiance equally folid and 
rational, lit for Engliihmen to adopt, and well 
worthy of your Majefly's encouragement. We 
cannot long be deluded by nominal diilin^ions. 
The name .of Stuart, ofitfelf, is only contempti- 
ble;— armed with the Sovereign authority, their 
principles were formidable. The Prince, who imi- 
tates their condud, ihould be warned by their 
example ; and wbile he plumes himfelf upon the 
fecurity of his title to the crown, ihould remem* 
ber, that as it was acquired by one revolution, it 
may be loft by another^ 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

MY LORD, February 14,^ 1770. 

If I were f erfonally your enemy, I might pity 
and forgive you.' You have every claim to com- 
paflion, th^t cm ariie from mifery and didrefs. 
The condition you are reduced to would difarm a 

private 



LETTERS. 2ai 

private enemy of his refentmeBt, and leave no con* 
folation to the moil vindidive fpirit, but that fuch* 
an objedl, as you are, would dlfgrace the dignity^ 
of revenge. But in the relation you have borne 
to this country, you have no title to indulgence f 
and) if I had followed the didUtes of my own opi- 
nion, I never ihould have allowed you* the refpite 
of a moment. In your public chaiadler^.you have 
injured every fubjedl of the empire ^ and though 
an individual is not authorifed to forgive the inju-^ 
lies done to rociety» he is called upon to aflerthis 
feparate ihare in the public refentment. I fub-r 
mitted however to the judgQient of men, more 
moderate, perhaps more candid than myfelf. For 
my own part, I do not pretend to underlland thofa 
prudent forms of decorum, thofe gentle rules ofi 
difcretion, which fome men endeavour to unite 
with the condud of the greateil and moft hazard- 
ous affairs. Engaged in the defence of an honour* 
able cau(e, I would take a deciiive part. — Ifhould^ 
fcorn to provide for a future retreat, or to keep 
terms with a man, who preferves no meafures with 
the public. Neither the abjefl fubmiiiion of de- 
ferting his pod in the hour of danger, nor even 
the facred (hield of cowardice ihould protect him. 
I would purfue him through life, and try the laft 
exertion of my abilities to preferve the periihable 
infamy of his name, and make it immortal. 

What 
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What then, my Lord) is diis the event ef all the- 
iicrifices-yott have made to Lord Bute's patrenage> 
^tkd to your own utifortiihiate ambition? Was it 
lor this you ahand^hed yOiir earlieft MeSndihipsV 
-«— the warlnell coftnexioBs'of your yottth, and all* 
^oie' honourable engagements, by whick yott^ 
once ibUcitedy and mijgh^ have ac<]tiired the 
ofteifm of your country ? Have yOu fecured no re-- 
comp^noe £bc fucb a wade of honour ? Unhappy 
ntan ! what party will reeeive the common defertei^ 
•£ all parties f Without a client to (latter^ without 
a friend to confole you, a^d with only one com* 
ganion from the honeft honfe of Bloomftury, youv 
muft now retire into a di^eadfuL folitode, which 
you have created for yourlelf. At the mc^ adive 
period of life,- you muft quit the bufy feene, and 
eonceal yourfelf from the wdrld, if you would 
hope to fave the wretched remains of a ruined re- 
putation. The vices never fail of their efFeft* 
They operate like age, — bring on difhonour be- 
fore its time, and in the prime of youth leave the 
character broken and exhaufted. 

Yet your conduft has been myfterious, as well 
as contemptible. Where is now that firmnefs,. 
or obftinacy fo long boaded of by your friends, 
and acknowledged by your enemies i We were 
taught to expeft, that you would not leave the 
ruin of this country to be compleated by other 

hands* 
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bands, but were determined either to* gain a de^^ 
cifive vidory over the conflitution^ ox to perifb 
bravely at leaft» in thelaft dike of the prerogative.^ 
You knew the danger, and might have been pro* 
vided for it. You took fufficient time to prepare 
for a meeting with your parliament, to confirm the 
mercenary idelity of your dependants, and to 
fugged to your Sovereign a language fuited to his^ 
dignity at kaft, if not to his benevolence an(L 
wiidom* Yet, while the whole kingdom waa 
agitated with anxious expedUtlon upon one great 
point, you meanly evaded the queftion, and, in<< 
ftead of the explicit firmnefs and deci^n of a. 
King, gave us nothing but the mifery of a ruined< 
grazier« and the whining piety of a Methodift*. 
We had reafon to expe^, that notice would have 
been taken of the petitions which the King has 
received' from the Englifti nation ; and although 
I can conceive feme perfonal motives for not 
yielding to them, I can £nd none, in commoa 
prudence or decency, for treating them with con« 
tempt. Be afTured, my Lord, the Engliih peo« 
pie will not tamely fubmit to this unworthy treat- 
ment ; — they had a right to be heard, and their 
petitions, if not granted, deferved to be con* 
iidered. Whatever be the real views and dodrine of 
ft court, the Sovereign ihould be taught to preferve 
£ome forms of attention to his fnbjeds^ and if he 

will 
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will not redrefs their grievances, not to make 
t!iem a topic of jeft and mockery among lords and^ 
kdies of the bedchamber. Injuries- may be atoned 
fbr and forgiven ; but infults admit of no com*- 
penfationv They degrade the mind tn its owit^ 
efteem, and force it to* recover its level by re* 
vcngc. This negleft' of the petitions was how^ 
ever a part of your original plan of government; 
nor will anyconfequences it'has produced account 
fbr your defertihg your Sovereign,. in the midft of 
that diftrefs, in which you and your new friends had' 
involved him. One would think, my Lord, yoo^ 
might have- taken this- fpirited refolution before 
y«u had^iflblved the laft of thofe early connexions^, 
which once, even, in your own opinion, did hat>- 
nour to^our youth ; — before you had obliged Lord 
Gran by to quit a fervice he was attached to;-— 
before youhad difcarded one chancellor and killed^ 
another. To what an abje6l condition have you^ 
laboured to reduce the beft'of princes-, when the 
unhappy man,' who yields at laft to-fuch perfonal 
inilance and folicitatiofi, as never can be fairly 
employed againft a fubjedl, feels himfelf degraded 
by his compliance, and is unable to furvive tho- 
difgraceful honours which his gracious Sovereign 
had compelled him to aecepti He was a man of 
fpirit, for he had a quick- fenfe of ihame, and' 
death has redeemed his charader. I know your 

Grace 
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^race too well to appeal' to ^our feelings upon 
4his- events bat these is. another heart, not yet, I 
Jiope, quite callous <to the touch of humaiiify» to 
'whichit^nght to^bea dreadful kfToo for ever, 
r NoWf my. Lord, Jet us confider;the iituation to 
•vvhichyou have conduced, ^apdin which you have 
thought It advifeable to^baudon your royal mailer. 
/Whenever the people havecomplained, and nothing 
better .could be faid in defenceof the nteafures of 
•goverBinem, k lias been the faHiion to anfWer us, 
•though not very laidy, with an appeal to the 
^vate virtues of your Sovereign. ^ Has he not, to 
-^ relieve the people, furrendered a confiderable past 
-* of his revenue ? Has he not made the judges in« 
;' dependent, by fixing them in their places forlifef 
•^ My Lord, ^e acknowledge the gracious prin- 
fciple which gave birth to thefe concefiions, and 
.have nothing to regrQ^ but that it has never been 
adhered to. At the end of feven years, we are 
loaded with a debt ^ above five hundred thou- 
sand pounds upon tBfe civil lift, and we now fee 
' .the chancellor of Great Britain tyrannically forced 
-out of his oEce, not for want of abilities, not for 
.^ant of integrity, or ofattention to his duty, but for 
.delivering his honed opinion in parliament, upoR 
>the greateft conflitutional queilion that has arifen 
rfinceihe revoluuon.— 'We care not to whofe pri- 

vaie 
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^rate virtues yon arppcal ; the theory of rueh a g^^ 
Venunent is falfehood and mockery ;*»-tiie prac« 
tice is oppreffion. You have laboured then 
(thoQ^ I confefs to so purpofe) to -rob your 
viafter of the only plaufible anfwrer that ever was 
,^veii in defence of his government,— ^of the opi«> 
nion which the people had conceived, of his per- 
ibnal honour and integrity .-—The dake of Bedford 
vrzs more moderate than your Grace. He only 
forced his nafter to violate a folesin proniie made 
to an individual. But you, my Lord, have fac« 
«cefsfally extended your advice to every political^ 
every moral engagement, ths^ could bind either 
themagiHrate or the man. IHie condition of a King 
is often miferable, but it required your Graced 
abilities to make it contemptible.— You will fay 
perhaps that the faithful iervants, in whofe hands 
you have lefc him, are able to retrieve his honour, 
and to fupport his government. You have pub* 
licly declared, even fince your refignation, that 
you approved of their meafures, and admired 
their QOi^xxdc^-^particularly thai of the Earl if 
Sandwich* What a pi^ it is, that, with all this 
appearance, you ihould think it neceflary to fe- 
parate yourfeif from fuch amiable companions. 
You forget, my Lord, that while you are laviih 
in the praife of men whom you defert, you are 
publicly oppcfing your condu^, to your opinions, 

and 
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:and depriving yourfelf of the only, pkuifible* pre*, 
neace you 1134. for leaving your Sovereign pyciw 
wheliaed widi dif^ref^; 1 c^U TXplavfihU^ for, in truths 
^ere is no r«ifon whatfoever, lefs tliaiji tlie iroi^is 
of your mailer, t]«at co«ld jaftify a man of fpiric 
for abandoning his poil at a ^omrat fo critical 
and important ? It is in vain to evade the queition. 
If you will not fpeak oiU, the public have a right 
to judge from .appearances. We 2X^ authorized 
to conclude, that you either differed from your 
colleagues, whofe measures you flill affedt to de- 
fend, or that you thpught the adminiflration of 
the King's affairs no longer tenable. You are at 
liberty to choofe between the hypocrite and tho 
<:oward. Your beft friends are in doubt which 
way tb^y ihall incline. Yiour country unites the 
chara£lerS| and gives you credit for them both* 
For my own part, 1 fee nothing inconfiftent in 
your condu^. You began with betraying the 
people,— -you conclude uith betraying the King. 
• In your treatment of p^ticular perfons, yov 
iiave preferved the uniformity of your charader^ 
Even Mr. Bradfhaw declares, that no man was 
«ver fo ill ufed as himfelf. As to the provifioQ 
you have made for his famiJy, he was intitled to 
it by the houfe he lives in. The fucceiTor of one 
chancellor might well pretend to be the rival of 
another. It is the breach of private friendihip 

which 
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i^hich touches Mr. Bradfliaw ; and to (ay the 
truth, when a man of his rank and abilities had 
taken fo adive a part in your a£iirs, he ought 
not to have been let down at lafl with a miferable 
.peniion of fifteen hundred pounds a year. ' Colo- 
nel Luttrell, Mr. Onflow, and Mr. Burgoyne, 
were equally engaged with you, and have rather 
more reafon to complain than Mr. Brad'fiiaw. 
Thefe are men, my Lord, whofe friendship you 
ihould have adhered to on the fame principle, on 
which you deferted Lord Rockinghain, Lord 
Chatham, Lord Camden, and the Dnke of Port- 
land. We can eaiily account for your violating 
your engagements with men of honour, but why 
fhould you betray your w/r/tfr^/ connexions ? Why 
feparate yourfelf from Lord Sandv^ich, Lord 
Gower, and Mr. Rigby, or leave the three wor- 
thy gentlemen abovementioned to fhift for thenv 
felves ? With all the fafhionable indulgence of the 
tinies^ this country does not abound in charadters 
Kke theirs ; and you may find it a difHcult matter 
to recruit the black catalogue of your friends. 

The recolledlion* of the royal patent you fold 
to Mr. Hine, obliges me to fay a word in de- 
fence of a man whom you have taken the mod 
difhonourable means to injure. I do not refer to 
the fham profecution which you alFedted to carry 
on againft him. On that ground, I doubt not he 

is 
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is prepared to meet yoH with tenfold recrixnina- 
tion, and to fet you at defiance. The injury yov 
had doBe him afieds his moral charadter. You 
k<new that the offer to purchaf^ the reverfion of a 
place» which has heretofore been fold under a de- 
cree of the court of chancery, however imprudent 
in his (ituation, would no way tend to cover him 
with that fort of guilt which you wifhed to fix 
upon him in the eyes of the world. You laboured 
then, by every fpecies of falfe fuggeiUon, and 
even by publifhing counterfeit letters, to have it 
iinderftood that he had propofed terms of accom- 
modation to you, and had offered to abandon his 
principles, his party, and hi^ friends. You con- 
fulted your own breaA for a charadler of confum- 
jnate treachery, and gave it to the public for that 
of Mr. Vaughan. I think myfelf obliged to do 
this juHice to an injured mah, becaufe 1 was de- 
ceived by the appearances thrown, out by your 
Grace, and have frequently fpoken of his condu^ 
with indignation. If he really be, what I think 
him, honeil, though miilaken, he will be happy 
in recovering his. reputation, though at the ex- 
pence of his underftanding. Here,. I fee, the 
matter is likely to reib. Your Grace is afraid to 
carry on the profecution. Mr. Hine keeps quiet 
pofifefiion of his purchafe ; and governor Bar- 
goyne, relieved from the apprehenfion of refunding 
Vol, I. P the 
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the iftoney, fits i^owti^ fop the retnaindei' of kh 
life, iNFAMot7S And contsntbd. 

1 believe, my Lord, 1 may now take my leave 
of you for ever. You are no longer that refolute 
miniiler, who had fpirit to fupport the moft vio* 
lent meaAires ; who compenfated for the want of 
good and great qtiaUties^ by a brave determina* 
(ion (which fome people admired and relied on} 
to maintain himfelf without them. The repata« 
tion of obftinacy and perfeverance might have Aip- 
plied the place of all the abfent virtues. You 
have now added the laft negative to your charac- 
ter, and meanly confeiTed that you are deftkute of 
the common ipirit of a man. Retire then> my 
Lord, and hide ydbr bluihes from the world ; for, 
with fuch a load of fhame, even blac« may 
change its colour. A mifid fuch as ^ours, in the 
folitary hours of domeilic enjoyment, may ftiU 
iind topics of confolation. You may find it m 
the memoiy of violated friendfhip ; in the aiHic* 
tions <yf an accomplifhed prince, whom you have 
difgraeed and ^deierted, and in the agitations of 
a great country* driven, by your councils, to the 
brink of deftrudtion. 

The palm of midifiienal firmnefs is now trans- 
ferred Ho LfOrd North. He tells us fo himfelf» 
with the /plentitude of the ore rotttuJo; and I am 
ready enough to believe, that, while he can keep 

his 



L £ T t 1& H S. 



Zll 



^is place^ he will ttot cafily be pcrfuaded to re- 
£gn it. Your Grace was the firm minifter of 
yelterday : Lord North is the firm minifter of to- 
^ay. To-mOiTOw, perhaps, his Majefty, in his 
wiPiom, may give as a rival for you both. Yoa 
are too well acquainted with the temper of your 
Jate allies, to think it poffible that Lord North 
fhould be permitted to govern this country. If 
tve may believe common fame, they have fhewa 
him their fuperiority already. His Majefty is in- 
deed too gracious to infult his fubjedls, by choilng 
liis ftrft minifter from among the domeftics of the 
Duke of Bedford. That would have been too grofs 
an outrage to the three kingdoms. Their pur* 
pofe, however, is equally anfwered by pufliing 
forward this unhappy figure, and forcing it to 
bear the odium of meafures which they in reality 
diredl. Without immediately appearing to go- 
vern, they pofiefs the power, and dilhibute the 
emoluments of government as they think proper. 
They ftill adhere to the fpiritof that calculation, 
-which made Mr. Lttttrell reprefentative of Mid- 
dlefex. Far from regretting your retreat, they 
aflure us very gravely, that it increafes the real 
ilrength of the miniftry. According to this way 
of reafoiiing, they will probably grow ftronger^ 
and more flouriftiing, eVery hour they exift ; for 
i think there 18 hardly a day paiTes in which fome 
P 2 one 
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one or other of his Majef(y*s fervants does not leave 
them to improve by the lofs of his afiiflance. 
But, alas! their countenances fpeak a different 
Itnguage. When the members drop off, the 
main body cannot be infenfible of its approach-^ 
ing diflblution. Even the violence of their pro* 
ceedings is a iignal of dcfjpair. Like broken te- 
nants, who have had warning to quit the pre- 
mifes, they curfe their landlord, deflroy the fix- 
tures, throw every thing into confufion, and care 
not what mifchief they do to the eflate. 

J U.N I U S. 

LETTER XXXV. 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE 
PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, March 19, 1770. 

1 BELIEVE there is no man, however indifferent 
about the interefts of this country, who will not 
readily confefs that the "iituation, to which we 
are now reduced, whether it has arifen from the 
violence of faftion, or from an arbitrary fyftem of 
government, juftifies the mod melancholy appre- 
hcnfions, and calls for the exertion of whatever 
wifdom or vigour is left among us. The King's 
anfwer to the remonftrance of the city of London^ 
and the meafurcs fincc adopted by the miniftry^ 

amount 
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amoant to a plain declaration, that the principle 
on which Mr. Luttrell was feated in the houfe of 
commons, is to be fupported in all its confe* 
quences, and carried to its utmoft extent. The 
fame fpirit which violated the freedom of elec- 
tion, now invades the declaration and bill of 
rights, and threatens to punifh the fubjedt for ex- 
crciiing a privilege, hitherto andifputed, of peu* 
tioning the crown. The grievances o( the people 
are aggravated by infulcs ; their complaints are 
merely difrcgarded, but checked by authority ; 
and every one of thofe a£ls, againft which they 
remonflrated, confirmed by the King's decidve 
approbation. At fuch a moment, no honeft man 
•will remain filent or inactive. However dillin- 
guifhed by rank or property, in the rights of 
freedom we are all equal. As we are Englifh- 
men, the leaft confiderable'man among us has an 
intereft equal to the proudeft nobleman, in the 
laws and conflicution of his country, and is equally 
called upon to make a generous contribution in 
fupport of them ; — whether it be the heart to 
.conceive, the underdanding to dired, or the hand 
to execute. It is a common caufe, in which we 
are all interefted, in which we fliould all be en- 
gaged. The man who deferts it at this alarming 
crifis, is an enemy to his country, and, what I 
think of infinitely lefs value, a traitor to his 
P 3 Sovereign. 
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Sovereign, The fubjeft, who is truly loyal to tW 
chief magiilrate, will neither advife nor fubmit 
to arbitrary meaTures. The city of London have 
given an example^ whicln I doubt not, will ber 
followed by the whole kingdom. The noble 
fpirit of the metropolis is the life-blood of the 
llatey> colle&ed at the heart : from that point if 
circulates with health and vigour through every 
artery of the Gonftitution. The time is cdme, 
when the body of the £ngli(h people muft zffen 
their own caufe : confcious of their ftrength, and 
animated by a; fenie of their duty, they will not 
farrender their birthright to miniAers, parlia" 
mentSj or kings. 

The city of London have exprefied their fenti- 
ments with freedom and iirmnefs ; they have 
fpoken truth boldly; and^ in whatever light their 
remonHrance may be reprefented by courtiers, I 
defy the moft fubtle lawyer in tlus country to 
point out a iingle inftancer in which they have 
exceeded the truth. Even that aiTertion, which 
we are told is moil offeniive to parliament, in the 
theory of the Engiifh confutation, is ftridly true. 
If any part of the reprefentative body be not 
chofen by the people, that part vitiates and cor- 
lupts the whole. If there be a dcfeft in the re- 
prefentation of the people, that power, which 
alone is equal to the nlaking of the laws in this 

country, 
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eotontry, is not complete, and the afts of parlia^ 
ment under that circumA:ance» are not the a£ls of 
a pure and entire legiflature. I fpeak of the theory 
of our conllitution ; and whatever difficulties or . 
inconveniencies may attend th«; prance, I am 
ready to maintain, that, as far m the fst6k de* 
riates from the principle, fo far the praftice ia , 
vicious and corrupt. I have not heard a cfueftion 
raifed upon any other part of the remonilrance. 
That the principle, on which the Middlefex elec- 
tion was determined, is more pernicious in its 
eSeStSy than cither the levying of Ihip-money by 
Charles the Firilr or the fufpending power affamed 
by his foil, will hardly be difputed by any ma» 
who underftands or wifhes well to the Englilh 
conffitution. It is not an adl of open violence 
dpne by the King, or any dived and palpable 
breach of the laws attempted by his minifter, that 
can ever endanger, the . liberties of this country. 
Againfl fuch a King or mimfter the people would 
immediately take the aJarm, and all the parties 
vnite taoppofe:him. The laws may be grpfsly 
violated in particuIaF inflances, without any di- 
red attack upon the whole fyilem. Fads of that 
kind ftand alone ; they are attributed to neceffity» 
not defended upon principle. We can never be 
really in danger, until the forms of parliament 
arc naiade ufe of to deftroy the fubftancc of our . 
P 4 civil 
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civil and political liberties ;-^-until parfiamcnf 
itfelf betrays its truft, by contribating to efta-* 
blifh new principles of government^ and employ- 
ing the very weapons committed to it by the col- 
Ic^ive body, to ftab the conftitationr 

As for the terms of the remondrance, I prefume- 
it will not be affirmed, by any peribn lefs poltfiiedr 
than a gentkman ufher, that this is a feafon for 
compliments. Our gracious Sovereign indeed is- 
abundantly civil to hirafelf. Inilead of an anfwer 
to a petition, his MajeHy very gracefully pronoun-* 
ces his own panegyric ; and I confsfs, that, as far 
as his perfonal behaviour, or the royal purity of 
his intentions is concerned, the truth of thofe de- 
clarations, which the minifter has drawn up for hi» 
mailer, cannot decently be difputed. In every 
o:her refpedl, I affirm that they are abfolutely un- 
fupported, either in argument or fad. 1 muffc 
ad^d too, that fuppofing the fpeech were other- 
wife unexceptionable, it is not a diredl anfwer to* 
the petition of the city. His Majefty is pleafed to- 
fayy that he is always ready to receive the reqoefts 
of his fttbjeds ; yet the (heriffs were twice ^fent 
back with an excufe, and it was certainly de- 
bated in councifl whether or no the magiftrates of 
the city of London fhould be admitted to an au- 
dience. Whether the remonftrance be or be not 
ifijurious to parliament^ is the very queftion be- 
tween 
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tfveen the parliament and the people, and fach a 
i^ueftion as cannot be decided by the affertion of 
a third party, however refpedable. That the pe- 
titioning for a diflblution of parliament is irrecon- 
cileable with the principles of the conilituiion is 
a new dodlrine. His Majefty perhaps has not been 
informed, that the houfe of commons themfelves* 
have, by a formal refolution, admitted it to be 
the right of the fubjedi. His Majefty proceeds tci 
afTure us that he has made the laws the rcrle of 
his conduft. Was it in ordering or permitting 
his minifters to apprehend Mr. Wilkes by a ge- 
neral warrant ? — Was it in fufFering his minifters 
to revive the obfblete maxim of tmUum tempus to 
rob the Duke of Portland of his property, and 
thereby give a decifive turn to a county eleftion ? 
*— Was it in ere^ing a chamber confultation of 
furgeons, with authority to examine into and fu- 
pcrfede the legal verdidl: of a jury? Or did his 
Majefty confult the laws of his country, when he 
permitted his fecretary of ftate to declare, that 
whenever the civil magiftrate is trifled with, a 
military force muft be fent for, nrnthottt tht delay 
of a moment y and effedually employed ? Or was it 
in the barbarous exadlnefs with which this illegal* 
inhuman dodlrine was carried into execution ? — • 
If his Majefty had recolledled thefe fadls, I think 
he would never have faid, at leaft with any re- 
ference 
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fcrence to the meafures of his government, tEat 
Ke had made the laws the rule of his qonda£l. To 
talk of prcferving the affedlions, or relying on thci 
fupport of his fubje£ts» while he continues to adk 
upon thefe prmciplcsy is indeed paying a com- 
pliment to their loyalty, which I hope they have 
too much fpirit and undexdanding to deferve. 

His Majefty, we are told, is not only punctual 
in the performance of his own duty, but careful 
not to aiTume any of thofe powers which the con* 
flitution has placed in other hands. Admittiivg^ 
this laft affertion to be ilridlly triie, it is no way 
to the purpoie. The city of London have nor 
defired the King to aiTume a power placed ia 
other hands. If they had, I fhould hope to fe^ 
the perfon, who dared to prefent fuch a petition* 
immediately impeached. They folicit their Sove- 
reign to exert that conftitutional authority, which 
the laws have veiled in him for the benefit of his* 
fubjedls. They call upon him to make ufe of hi^ 
lawful prerogative in a cafe, which our laws evi7 
dently fuppofed might happen, £nce they have 
provided for it by trufting the Sovereign with ^ 
difcretionary power to diiTolve the parliament.^ 
This requeil will, 1 am confident, be fapported 
by remonftrances from all parts of the kingdom.. 
His Majefiy will find at laft, that this is the fenfe 
of his people, and that it is not his intereft to 

fupport 
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fopport ei*er miniftry or parliament, at the ha- 
zard of a breach with the colledlive body of hi». 
fubjedls.— That he la the King of a free people, is 
indeed his greateft glory. That he nray long con- 
tinue the King of a free ppdple, is the fecond wifli 
that animates my heart. The firft is, that the 

PEOPLE MAY BE FREE. JUNIUS* 

LETTER XXXVL 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR, Jfrii 3, 1770. 

1 N nty laft letter I offered yon ray opinion of the 
truth and propriety of his Majedy's anfwer to the 
city of London, confidering it merely as the 
fpeech of a minifler, drawn up m his own de- 
fence, and delivered, as ufualf by the chief ma- 
gillrate. I would feparate, as much as poffible^ 
the King's peribnal charader and behaviour from . 
the ads of the prefeht government. I wi(h it to 
be underf!ood that his Majeily had in effed no 
more concern in the fubflance of what he faid> 
than Sir James Hodges had in the remonftrance, 
and that as Sir James, in virtue of his oifice, was 
obliged to fpeak the fentiments of the people, 
his Majefly might think himfelf bound by the 
fame official obligation, to give a graceful utter- 
ance to the fentiments of his minifler. The cold 

formality 
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formality of a well-repeated leflbn is widely di& 
tant from the animated exprefiion of the heart. 

This diftindion, however, is only true with 
refpefl to the meafure itfelf. The confequences 
of it reach beyond the miniftcr, and materially 
afFefl his Majefly's honour. In their own nature 
they are formidable enough to alarm a man of 
prudence, and difgraceful enough to afHi^ a man 
of fpirit. A fubjedl, whofe fincere Attachment 
to his Majeily's perfon and family is founded upon 
rational principles, will not, in the prefent con- 
j unsure, be fcrupulous of alarming, or even of 
afBifling his Sovereign. I know there is another 
fort of loyalty, of which ^his Majefty has had 
plentiful experience. When the loyalty of Tories, 
Jacobites, and Scotchmen,, has once taken pof- 
feflion of an unhappy prince, it feldom leaves 
him without accomplifhing his deflru^ion. When 
the poifon of their do6lrines has tainted the na« 
tnral benevolence of his difpoiition, when their 
infidious counfels have corrupted the fiamina of 
his government, what antidote can reilore him to 
his political health and honour, but the firm £n» 
cerity of his Engliih fubjedls ? 

It has not been ufiral in this country, at leaft 
fince the days of Charles the firft, to fee the So- 
vereign perfonally at variance, or engaged in a 
jdireft altercation with his fubje^s. Afts of grace 

and 
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and indulgence are wifely appropriated to him^ 
and fhould conftantly be performed by himfelf. 
He never (hould appear but in an amiable light 
to his fubjefls. Even in France, as long as any 
ideas of a limited monarchy were thought worth 
prefervingy it was a maxim, that no man fhould 
leave the royal prefence difcontentcd. They have 
loll or renounced the moderate principles of their 
government, and now, when their parliaments 
venture to remonftrate, the tyrant comes forward, 
and anfwers abfolutely for himfelf. The fpirit of 
their prefent conftitution requires that the King 
ihould be feared, and the principle, I believe, is 
tolerably fqppoited by the facl. But, in our po* 
Htical fyftem, the theory is at variance with the 
pradlice, for the King fhould be beloved. Mea- 
fures of greater feverity may, iiideed, in fome 
circnmftances, be neceffary ; but the minifler 
who advifes, (hould take the execution and odium 
of them entirely upon himfelf. He not only be* 
trays his mafler, but violates the fpirit of the Eng« 
li(h conftitution, when he expofes the chief ma- 
giftrate to the perfonal hatred or contempt of his 
fubjefts. When we fpeak of the firmnefs of go- 
vernment, we mean an uniform fyftem of mea- 
fures, deliberately adopted, and refblutely main- 
tained by the fervants of the crown, not a peevifh 
afperity in the language or behaviour of the fo- 

vercign. 
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Tereign. The government of a weak, irrefolste 
monarch may be wife, moderate, and firm ;-— 
that of an obftinate, capricious prince, on the 
tiontrary, may be feeble, undetermined and relaxed. 
The reputation of public meafures depend) npoa 
the minifter, who is re(ponfible> not upon the 
King, whofe private opinions are not fuppofed 
to have any weight againft the advice of his coun^ 
cil, whofe perf^nal authority ihould therefore ne- 
ver be interpofed in public affairs.-^^This, I be«- 
lieve, is true conilitutional dodrine. But for a 
moment let us fuppofe it falfe. Let it be taken 
for granted, that an occafion may arife, in whicK 
a King of England (hall be c(Anpelled to take 
upon himfelf the ungrateful office of reje£ling the 
petitions, and cenfuring the conduA of his fob- 
jeds ; and let the city remonfbance be fuppofed 
to have created fo extraordinary an occaiion. On 
this principle, which I prefume no friend of ad>- 
miniHration will difpute, let the wifdom and fpi- 
rit of the miniHry be examined. They advife the 
King to hazard his dignity, by a pofitive declara- 
tion of his own fontimentsr — they fuggeft to 
him a language foil of feverity and reproach. 
What follows f When his Majefty had taken (b 
deciiive a part in fupport of his miniftry and par- 
liament, he had a right to expe6l from them a re- 
ciprocal demonftration of firmnefs in their own 

caufe. 
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teattfe, and of zeal for bis honour. He had fea- 
fon toexpeA (and fuch» I doubt not, were the 
bluftering promifes of Lord North) that the per- 
fonsy whom he had been adatrifed to charge with 
having failed in their refpe^ to him, vi^th having 
injured parliament, and violated the principles of 
the conftitutian, ihould not have been permitted 
to efcape without fome fevere marks of the dif^ 
pleafttre and vengeance of parliament. A« the 
matter (lands, the raiftifter, after placing his So«- 
vereign in the moil unfavourable light to hi« fub- 
je^y and after attempting to fix the ridicule and 
odium of his own precipitate meafures upon the 
•royal charader, leaves him a folitary figureapon the 
icene, torecal, ifhecan« or to corap^nfate, b/ 
.future compliances, for one unhappy demonftra* 
tion of ill*fupported firmnefs» and ineflTedual re* 
:fentment. As a man of fpirit, his Majefty can* 
not but be fenfible, that the lofty terms in which 
he was perfuaded to reprimand the city, when 
united with the filly conclufion of the bufineii » 
Yefemble^the pomp of a mock- tragedy, where the 
Aioft pathetic fentiments* and even the fulFering) 
of the hero are calculated for derifion. 

Such has been the boafied firmnefi and con* 
^ftency of a minifler, whofe appearance in the 
Jioufe of commons was thought eflential to the 
King's fervice |«— wbo& prefence was to influ- 
ence 
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cnce every divifion ; — who had a voice to per- 
fuade, an eye to penetrate, a geilure to command. 
The reputation of thefe great qualities has been 
fatal to his friends. The little dignity of Mr. 
Ellis has been omitted. The mine was funk ;— 
combuftibles provided) and'Welbore Ellis, the 
Guy Faux of the fable, waited only for the iignal 
of command. All of a fudden the country gen- 
tlemen difcover how grofsly they have been de- 
ceived ;-^the miniiler's heart fails him, the grand 
plot is defeated in a moment, and poor Mr. Ellis 
and his motion taken into cudody. From the 
event of Friday lad one would imagine, that 
fome fatality hung over this gentleman. Whether 
he makes or fuppreiTes a motion, he is equally 
fure of his difgrace. But the complexion of the 
times will fuffer no man to be vice-treafurer of 
Ireland with impunity. 

I do not mean to exprefs the fmalleft anxiety 
for the miniiler's reputation. He afts feparateiy 
for himfelf, and the moft ihameful inconiiftency 
may perhaps be no difgrace to him. But when 
the Sovereign, who reprefents the majefty of the 
ilate, appears in perfon, his dignity fbould be 
fupported. The occafion ihould be important ; — 
the plan well confidered ; — the execution ftcady 
and confident. My zeal for his Majefty's real 
honour compels me to sdSkrt, that it has been too 

much 
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4nuch the fyflem of the prefent relga, to introduce 
Jiim perfonally,* either to a£b for, or to defend his 
"fervants. They perfuade him to do what is pro- 
perly //&&> buAnefs, and defert him in the mid ft 
<of it. Yet this is an inconvenience, to which he 
mufl for ever be expofed, while he adheres to a 
miniftry. divided among themfelves, or unequal 
in credit and ability to the great talk they have 
undertaken. Inftead of referving the interpofi- 
tion of the royal perfonage, as the lad refource of 
government, their weaknefs obliges them to .ap- 
ply it to every ordinary occaAon, and to ren- 
der it cheap andxommon.in^he opinion of the 
.people.' InHead of fupporting their mailer, they 
look to him for .fupport« and Jor the emoluments 
of remaining one day more in office, care not how 
much his facred chara^er is proflituted and dif^ 
.honoured. 

If I thought it poflible for this .paper to reach 
^he clofct, I would venture to appeal at once to 
)iis Majefty's judgment. I would aOc him, but in 
jthe mod refpedful terms, * As you are a young 
« man. Sir, who ought to have a life of happi- 
;* nefs in profped; — as you are a hufband ;— i 
* as you are a father, [your filial duties I own 
'* have been religioufly performed] is it bona fide 
-* for your intereft or your honour to facrifice your 
?* domellic tranquillity, and to Jive in a perpe- 

yoL. I. Q. * tual 
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V laid dif^grctmeftt with your people, merely t6 

• pttftivt fttch a tbain of beito^ as North, Bai> 

* ringlort, Weytttouth, Gdwer, Ellis, Onfltm, 
« Rigby, Jtrly Dyibn, attd ^Sindwich ? Their 
^ very tiaahes Vet ailktire upon all gawmment, 
'* and I defy the graveft of yoor chaplains to read 
^ ^ecatatbgue without iaagtiing/ 

ISdt thy own piit. Sir, I have sdwi^ tott* 
itiittti flddF^AS from pai^ament a^ a fa{hionab)e» 
WnKne^liliiig formality. Uitirpers, ideots, and tf^ 
Wilts have been fiicceffivcly complknented with 
iilttoft tht fame pfiofdIiKms of daty and affection. 
But let us Aippofe them tb meSiti exadUy what they 
l^ofefs. Thfe confeqaences deferve to he con- 
fide^ed. Either the ^verttgn is a man of high 
4)^irit and dangerous ambiti(Hi, ready to take ad- 
vntttage of the treachery of hi? parliament, ready 
to accept of the furrender they make him of tht 
fHiblic liberty ;—^r he is a mild, unde%mng 
))r]fnce, ^ho, pros^ided they indulge him with a 
little ftate aad pageantry, would of himfelf in* 
:tend no fnWbhief. On the iirft fupptxfition, it mui 
•<bon be decided by the fword, whether the con- 
^itution Should be loft or prefervcd. On the fe- 
<orfd, a {prince no way qualified ibr the -execution 
%r a great and hazardous enterprise, and without 
<«ny determined objeft in view, may neverthelcft 
•*€ driven into -fuch desperate -mfeafiires, as may 

iead 
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lead diredly to his rain, or difgnice himfelf by a 
fhamefol fluAasftion between the extremes of vio-^ 
lence at one moment, and timidity at another. 
The minifter perhaps may have reaibn to be fa- 
tisfled with the fuccefs of the prefent hoar, and 
with the profits of his employment. He is the 
tenant of the day, and has no intereft in the inhe- 
titance. The fovereign himfelf is bound by other 
obligations, and ought to look forward to a fupe- 
rior, a permanent intereft. His paternal tender- 
nefs fiioold remind him how many hoflages he has 
given to fociety. The ties of nature come power- 
fully in aid of oaths and proteflations. The fa- 
ther, who coniiders his own precarious ftate of 
health, and the poffible hazard of a long minority* 
will wifh to fee the family eilate free and unin- 
combered. What is the dignity of the crown^ 
though it were really maintained ; — ^what is the 
honour of parliament, fuppofing it could exift 
without any foundation of integrity and jufiice; 
—or what is the vain reputation of £rmnf(sy 
even if the fcheme of the government were uni- 
form and confident, compared with the heart- 
felt aiFedions of the people, with the happinefs 
and fecurity of the royal family, or even with the 
grateful acclamations of the populace. What- 
ever ftyle of contempt may be adopted by mini- 
ftcrs or parliaments, no man fincercly defpifes the 
Q^a voice 
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voice of the Engliih nation. The houfe of com- 
mons are onl/ interpreters, whofe duty it is to 
convey the fenfe of the people faithfully to the 
crowji. If the interpretation be falfe or imper- 
fed, the conilituent powers are called upon to 
deliver their own fentiments. Their fpeech is 
rude, but intelligible ;^-— their _geftures .fierce, but 
fiill of explanation. Perplexed by fophiftries, 
their honeit eloquence rifes into a^ion. Their firft 
appeal was to the integrity of their reprefenta- 
tjves.: — :the fecond to the King's juflice; — the 
laft argument of the people, whenever they have 
recourfe to it, will carry more perhaps than pcr- 
fuafiQn.to parliament,:or fuj>plicatioJi to the throng* 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER XXXVII. 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER, 

S I R, May 28, l^j^q. 

inlHiLE parliament was fitting, it would neither, 
have been fafe, nor perhaps quite regular, to offer 
any opinion to the public, upon the juftice or wif- 
dom of their. proceedings. To pronounce fairly 
upon their.conduA, it was necefTary to wait until 
we could confider, in one view, the beginning, 
the progrefs, and the conclqfion pf .theijr dclibera- 

tiQW 
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ricfns. The caufe of the public was undertaken 
and fupported by men, from whofe abilities and 
tthited authority, to fay nothing of the advantage- 
ous ground they ftbod on, might well be thought 
fufficient to determine a popular queftion in favour 
of the people. Neither was the houfe of commons 
ib abfolutely engaged in defence of the miniftry, 
or even of their own refblutions, but that they 
might have paid fome decent regard to the known 
difpofition of their conftituents, and, without any 
difhonour to their firmnefs, might have retraced 
an opinion too haftily adopted, when they faw 
the alarm it had created, and how (Irongly it was 
oppofed by the general fenfe of the nation*. The 
miniftry too would have confulted their own im- 
mediate interefty in making fome conceffion fatif- 
faftory to the moderate part of the people. With- 
out touching the faft, they might have confented 
to guard againft, or give up the dangerous prin- 
ciple, on which it was ^ftabliftied. In this ftate 
of things, I think it was highly improbable at the 
beginning of the feffion, that the complaints of 
the people upon a matter, which, in their appre- 
henfion at leaf!, immediately affefted the life of 
the conilitution, would be treated with as- much 
contempt by their own reprefentatives, and by the 
honfe of lords, as they had been by 'the other 
branch of the legiilature, Defpairing of their in- 
Q^l tcgrity. 
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tegrity» we had a right to expeA fomething fjroa 
their prudence, and fomething from tbeir fears. 
The duke of Grafton certainly did not forefee to 
what an extent the corruption of a parliament 
might be carried. He thoogbty perhaps, that 
there was iliil fome portion of (hame or virtue left 
in the majority of the houfe of commons, or that 
there was a line in public proftitution> beyond 
which they would fcruple to proceed. Had the 
young man been a little more pra£Ufed in the 
world, or had he ventured to meafure the charac*' 
ters of other men by his own, he would not have 
been fo eafily difcouraged. 

Th^ prorogation of parliament naturally calfe 
upon us to review their proceedings, and to coa«> 
fider the condition in which they have left the 
kingdom. I do not queftion but they have done , 
what is ufually called the King's buiinefs much to 
his Majefty's fatisfa^ion. We have only to lament, 
that, in confequence of a {yQ,em introduced or re* 
\uved iu the prefent reign, this kind of merit 
fiiould be very confidence with the negled of every 
duty they owe to the nation. The interval between 
the opening of the lafl, and the clofe of the former 
feiHon was longer than ufual. Whatever were the 
views of the miniiler in deferring the meeting of 
parliament^ fu£(;ient time was certainly given to- 

evejpy 
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awry member of the bouieofeommons, to look 
back upon the fteps he had taken, and the confe* 
^peaces they had produced. The seal of party, 
the violence of peHbnal animofitiesy and the heat 
efconteniion had kifure tofubfide; Prom that 
period, whatever reiblution they took was delibe- 
Mtt and pfopenfe, in the preceding feffion, the 
dependence of the miniftryhad aiFe^edto believe, 
that the final detetminatioR of the queftion wouki 
have fatisfied the natie»r er atleaft pbt a flop ay 
their complaints ; as if the certainty of an evil 
could diminifli- the lenfe of it, or the nature of 
ilijuiliee could be altered by deeifiont But they 
found the people of England were in a temper 
very diftant from' fubmiffion ; and altho^ it was 
contended that the houle c»f oommoiM could not 
themfelves revwfe a reibltitioni which had the 
fbrce and ellef^'of a Judicial Sentence, there were 
other conftitutional expedientSy^ich- would have 
given a fecurlty againft any fimilarattMipts foi 
the fotare. The general propofition, in which the 
whole country had an intereft, might have been 
reduced to a partiegjar faA, In which Mr. Wilkes* 
and Mr. Luttrell would alone have been concern- 
ed. The heuie of lords might interpofe 7— the 
£ingmightdiffolvetheparHamettt|-*or, if every 
other ffelbarce Med, there ftill lay a grand con- 
Q 4 ilitulioftal 
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flitational writ of error, in behalf of the people^, 
from the deciiion of one court to ^e wifdom o€ 
the whole legiflature. Everyone of thefe reme- 
dies has been fuHiciently attempted. The people 
performed their part with dignity, fpirit^ and per- 
feverance. For many months his Majefly heard 
nothing from his people but the languag^e of com- 
plaint and refentmenc ; — unhappily for this coun- 
try, it was the daily triumph of his courtiers that 
he heard it with an. indi^rence approaching to 
contempt. ' 

The houfe of commons having afTumed a power 
nnknownn to the conditution, were determined not< 
merely to fupport it in the fingle inftance in quef— 
tion, but to maintain the dodrine in its utmod 
extent, and to edabliih the fadl as a precedent ia. 
law, to be applied, in whatever manner his Ma- 
jefly's fervants ihould hereafter. think fit. Their 
proceedings upon this occafion are a ftrong proof-. 
that a decifion, in the firft inftan^e illegal and-, 
unjuil, can only be fopported by a continuatioa- 
of falihood and injuftice. To fupport their for- 
mer refolutions, they were obliged to violate fome 
of the bed known and ellabliihed rules of the 
houfe. In one inilance they went fo far as to de- 
clare, in open definance of truth and common- 
feafe, that it was not the rule of the houfe to, 
divide a complicated quedion, at the requeft of a 

member 
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meifiher*. But after trampliilg upon the laws' o^ 
the land, it was not wonderful that they^ fhould 
treat the private regulations of their own aflembly 
witheqnal difregard. The fpeaker, being yonng 
in* office, began with pretending ignorance, and 
ended with deciding for the miniftry. We were 
not furprized at the deciiion ; but he hefitated and . 
bluihed at his own^ bafenefs, and every man was 
aifiiDniihed. 

Theinteneft of the public was vigorouily flip* 
ported in the houfe of lords. Their right to de- 
fend the confiitution agaihft any incroacbment of 
the other efiates, and the necefiity of exerting il 
at this period, was urged to them with every ar« 
gament that could be fuppofed to influence the 
heart or the underfianding. But it foon appeared^ 
that they had already taken their part, and were 
determined to fupport the houfe of commons, not 
only at the expence of truth and decency, but 
even by a furrender of their own moft important 
rights. Inflead of performing that duty which 
the conHitution expe^ed from them» in return for 
the dignity and independence of their ilation, iii 
return for the hereditary ihare it has given them 

• This extravagant refalutioA appears in the Votes of 
the Houfe : but, in the minutes of the committees, the 
inftances of refolutions contrary to law and truth, or of 
refufals to acknowledge law and truth when propofed to 
them^ are innumerable, 

in 
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I» ^ l<gifl«tttrt> tbe nu^ontx of d&em »ader» 
tommoa caufe with tke other Itoafe in epfureffingr 
the people, Mid cftabliihQd another dodrime aa 
ftdie in itftlf» aad if pofltble more pernieioos top 
the coaftittttioii, than duit oa which the Middle^ 
fex e)e£Uoa wat dattnaisecl* By refohing that 
thex had ae right to impeach a jodgmcat of tke 
looreof CQmmoii».ia aay cafe whatfosvef, where 
that houfe has a competent jurifdidUon, ^uy in- 
efiei^ gave up die cooftttutional check and red* 
frocaf coatrool of oae braa^ of tke legifiatoMa 
(Over the other* which ia perhaps thegveateft andt 
l9oft important objeA provided for by the diviiioa 
0f the whok Icgiflaitive power iato three eflates ; 
and now, let the judicial decifions of the houfe 
of commoM be ever fo extravagant, let their de^ 
elaratiaos of the law be ever fo fiagrandy falfe, 
arbitraiy* and oppreffive to the fubjed, the hoofe 
of lords have impofed a ilaviih (ilence upon them* 
felvesi-^-^they cannot interpofe,-^they oannot 
proteft the fubjeA,*— *they cannot defend the lawa 
of their country. A oonceffion fo extraordinary in 
itfe]f» ib costradt^oiy to the priaeipka of their 
own inftltutioo, cannot but alarm the moft iin« 
fufpcfting mind.. We may well conclude* that 
the lord# would hardly have yielded fo much to 
the other houfe, without the certainty of a com« 
penfation, which can only be made (Q tbei9 at the 

expence 
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£xpeQC9 Qf the people. The arbitrary power thef 
^ave aiTumed of impofiog fines and commitHii|[.. 
during pleafarcy will now be exereifed in its fuUeft 
extent. The houfe of commons«are too miieh in 
their debt to queftion or interopt tbeijr proceed*^ 
logs. The crown too, we may be well aflared» 
will lofe nothing of this new didribntion of 
power. After declaring, that to petition for a di& 
iblation of parliament is irreconcileabte with the 
pj-inciples of the conftitution, his Majefty has rea* 
fon to expe^ that fome extraordinary oompliment 
will be returned to the Royal prerogative. The* 
three branches of the Icgiflature feem to treat 
their feparate rights and interefis as the Roman 
Triqmvirs did their friends. They reciprocally 
facrifice them to the animofities of each oAer, and 
edablilh a detellable union among themfelves* 
upon the ruin of the laws and liberty of the com* 
.monwealth. 

. Through the whole proceedings of the hoafe of 
.commons in this feffion, there is an apparent, a 
palpable confcioufnefs of guilt, which has pre* 
vented their daring to affert their own dignity, 
where it has been immediately and grofsly at- 
tacked. In the courfe of Do&or Mufgfave's ex- 
amination, he faid every thing that can be conr 
ceived mortifying to individuals, or offenfive to 
the houfe. Taey voted hi^ inf<Mrmation frivo- 

lOttSy 
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k)tts» but they were awed by his firmnefs and lis^ 
tcgrity, and funk under it. The terms, in whick^ 
the fale of a patent to Mr. Hine were communi*- 
cated to the public, naturally called for a parlia*- 
inentary enqu-iry. 'The- integrity of the houfe of 
ODmmons was direftly impeached; but rhey- had 
not couragd to move' in thfeir own vindication, • be^ 
caufe the enquiry would have been fatal to Colonel 
Burgoyne, and the Duke of Grafton* When Sir 
George Saville branded them with the name of 
traitors to their conftitucnts, when the LdrdMayor, 
the Sheriffs, and Mr. Tsfecothick, exprefsly avow- 
ed and maintained every part of the Glty Re- 
monftrance, why did they tamely fubmit t6 be in- 
ililted ? Why did they not immediately expel- 
thofe refractory members ? Confcious of the mo- 
tives on which they had adled, they prudently 
preferred infamy to danger, and were better pre- 
pared to meet the contempt, than to rouze the 
indignation of |the whole people. Had they ex- 
pelled thofe five members, the confequences of the 
Aew dodrine of incapacitation would have come 
immediately home to every man. The truth of it 
would then have been fairly tried, without any 
reference to Mr. Wilke»*s private charafter, or the 
dignity of the houfe, or the obftinacy of one par* 
ticular county. Thefe topics, I know, have had 
their weight with men, who, affc&ng a charafter 

of 
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^moderation, in reality confalt nothing bat their 
own immediate eafe ;— who are weak enough to 

.acquiefce under a flagrant violation of the laws 
when.it does not dii^^ly touch themfelves, and 

. care, not what injuftice is pradifed Aipon a man* 
whofe moral chara&er they pioufly think them 

•felves obliged .to condemn. In^ny other circum^ 

. fiances, the houfe of commons mud have forfeited 
all their credit and dignity, Jf .after fuch grofs 

j)rovocation, they had permitted thofe ^we gentle- 
men to lit any longer among them. We ihouH ' 

.then have feen and felt the operation of. a prece- 

. dent, which is reprefented to be perfe&ly barren 
and harmlefs. Eut there is a fet of men in this 

. country, wjiofe underflandings meafure the viola- 
tion of law, by . the magnitude of the infiance, 
not by the important coafequeaces, ^hich flow di- 
•redUy from the principle, and the minifier, I pre- 
fume, did .not think it fafe to quicken their ap- 
prehenfions too foon. Had Mr. Hampden rea- 

.foned and afted like, the moderate men of thefe 
days, inftead of hazarding his whole fortune in a 

; law-fuit with the crowji, he would have quietly 
paid the twenty fhillings demanded of him,— the 
Stuart family would probably have continued upon 

4 the throne, and, at this moment, the impofition of 
ihip-money would have been an acknowledged 

^i|)rero>gative of the crow«« 

What 
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What then has been the bufinels of the (effion, 
«fter voting the iiippUea» and confinning the de- 
termination of the Middlefex ele£lion f The ex-- . 
traordinary prorogatioa of the Irifh parliament^ 
and the jnft difcontents of that kingdom, havd^ 
been paffed by without notice. Neither the ge- 
neral fitnation of our Colonies, nor that particular 
diftrefi which forced die inhabitants of Bofton to 
take np arms in their defence, have been thought 
'worthy of a moment's confideration. In the re<* 
peal of thofe a^, which were moft offeniive to 
America, the paiiiament have done every thing, 
but remove the oflfence. They have relin^uilhed 
the revenue, but judicioudy taken care to preferve 
the contention. It is not pretended that the con* 
tinuation of the tea duty is to produce any dire^ 
benefit whatibcver to the mother country. What 
is it then but an odious, unprofitable exeiticm of 
a Speculative right, and fixing a badge of ilavery 
upon the Americans, without fervice to their 
mailers ? But it has pleafed God to give us a 
aniniftry and a parliament, who are neither to be 
perfuaded by argument, nor inflru^led by experi- 
ence. 

Lord North, I prefume, will not claim an ex- 
traordinary merit from any thing he has done this 
year in the improvement or application of the re- 
venue. A great operation, direded to an impor* 

tant 
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^ant objedy though it ihotild £ul oTfticcefSy marks 
the gtnius andelcvAtes the«hara6br of a imniiler. 
A poor coRtraded underflanding deals in little 
>fclieiiies, wiiich dilhonottr him if they fail, and 
-do him no credit when they focceed. Lord Nfordi 
liad ibrutnatelj the means in his pofieflkm t>f re- 
dncittg all the four per cents at once« The feilure 
^ef his £Ht eaterprize in finance is not half fe diil 
graceful to his reputation as a minister, as the en* 
terprize itfelf is injnriotis to the public. Inftead 
^ ilfiking one decifive blow, which wtuki have 
cleared the matket at once, npon terms propor- 
tioned to the price of the feui* per cents, fix weeks 
ago, he has tampered with « pitiful portion of a 
commodity, which ought never to have been 
touched but in grofs ;*-«-he has given notice to the 
>holders of ^at ftock, 'of a defign formed by go* 
Temment to prevail upon them to furrender it by 
-degrees, coaleqvently bas warned them to hold up 
4ind inhance the piice;— To that lie plan of le* 
blueing the four per cents moft either be dropped 
entirely, or continued with an increafing difad- 
vantage to the public. The miniiler's &gacity 
has ferved to raife the value of the thing he means 
to purchafb^ and to fink that of the three per 
*ents, which it is his purpofe to fell. In effeft, 
•he has contrived to make it the intereft of. the 
|>roprietor -of four per cents to ildl out and buy 

thr--' 
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three per centstn the market, rather than fiibfibidbe 
his dock upon any termsj that can poifibly betof- 
. fered by government. 

The ftate.pf the nation leads us naturally ta 
^oniider ihe fitjuation of the King. The proroga- 
tion of a parliament has the efiedt of a temporary 
diiTolution. The odium of measures adopted by 
^e coUeifiive body fits lightly upon the.feparate 
.members, who compofed.it. They retire into 
. iummer quarters, and reft from, the difgracefol la- 
bours of the campaign. But as for the Sovereign, 
. // u not Jo nuitb him. Hb has a permanent exiH- 
, f^nce in this country ; He cannot withdraw him- 
^If from. the complaints, the. difcon tents, the.re- 
proachesof his (ubjefls. They purfue him to his 
l«tiremenjt, and invade his domefUc happinefs, 
when.no ^ddrefs can be..jobtained from an obie- 
quious parliament to encourage or conible him* 
Jn other times, theintered of the King and people 
pf England was, as it ought to be, entirely the 
fame. A. new fyftqm has not only« been adopted' 
in fa^9 but profeijed upon principle. Minivers 
are no longer the public fexvants of the,ftate, • but 
jhe private domefiics of the Sovereign. One par- 
ticular clafs of men are permitted to call them- 
felves the King's friends, as if the body of the 
people were, the. King's enemies ; or as if his Ma- 

jcft/ 
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j^&Y lookfd (qi a refource or confolation, in the 
attachment of a few favourites, againft the general 
cpntempt and deteftation of his' fubjeds. £d- 
lyard, and Richard the fecond, made the fame 
4iftinftion between the colledtive body of the peo- 
ple, and a contemptible party who furrounded thc| 
throne* The event of their miftaken condudi: 
^ight have been a warning to their fucce£brs« 
y^t the errprs of thofe Princes were not withou| 
excufe. They had as many falfe friends, as our 
present gracious Sovereign, and infinitely greater 
^epiptations to feduce them. TAey were neither 
fober, religious, nor demure. Intoxicated with 
plcafure, they wafted their inheritance in purfuif 
of it. Thcif lives were like a rapid torrent, bril- 
liant in profpeft, though qfelefs or dangerous in 
k^ courfe. In the dull, unanimated exigence of 
©Jther Princes, we fee nothing but a fickly, flag- 
i^ant water, which taints the atmofphere without 
fertilizing tjie foil. — T}ie morality of a King is 
liot to be meafured by vulgar rules. His iituation ' 
}s iingnlar. There are faults which dp him ho- 
nour, and virtues that disgrace him. A faultlefs, 
iniipid equality in his charadler, is neither capa- - 
jble of vice nor virtue in the extreme; but it fe- 
/cores his f^bmiffiotn to thoie perfons, whom he 
Jias been accuftox^ed to refpe£i, and makes him a 
Vol. L K' danger-^ 
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dangerous infh'ament of their ambition. Secluded . 
from the world, attached from his infancy to 
one fet of perfons, and one fet of ideas, he can 
neither open his heart to new connexions, nor his 
mind to better information. A character of this 
fort is the foil fittefl to produce that obftinate 
bigotry in politics and religion, which begins with 
a meritorious facriiice of the underfiandingi and 
iBnally condudls the monarch and the martyr to 
the block. 

At any other period, I doubt not, the fcanda* 
lous diforders, which have been Introduced into 
the government of all the dependencies in the 
Empire, would have roufed and engaged the at* 
tention of the public. The odious abufe and 
proftitution of the prerogative at home,-— the un» 
conftitutional employment of the military,-r-the 
arbitrary fines and commitments by the houfe' of 
lords, and court of king's-bench ;— the mercy 
of a chaile and pious Prince extended chearfully 
to a wilful murderer, becaufe that murderer is the 
brother of a common proftitute, would, I think» 
at any other time, have excited uniyerfal indig- 
nation. But the daring attack upon the conilitu- 
tion, in the Middlefex eledion, makes us callous 
and indifferent to inferior grievances. No man 
regards an eruption upon the furface, when the 
nohk parts are invaded, and he feels ainortifica- 

tion 
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tion approaching to his heart. The fret eledlion 
«f oar reprefentatives in parliament comprehends, 
Jbecaufe it is, the fource and fecurity of every 
right and privilege of the Rngliih nation. The 
jniniftry have realifed the compendious ideas of 
Caligula. They know that the liberty, the laws 9 
and property of an £ngli(hman have in truth but 
one neck, and that to violate the freedom of elec- 
tion flrikes deeply at them alh 

JUNIUS* 

LETTER XXXVm. 

TO tORD NORTH. 

MY LORD, jfug. 22, 1770. 

' jVIr. Luttrell's fervices were the chief fupport 
and ornament of the Duke of Grafton's admini- 
" llration. The honour of rewarding them was re- 
jerved for your Lordfliip. The Duke, it {eems, 
■ had contrafted an obligation he was afcamed to 
-acknowledge, and unable to acquit. You, my 
Lord, had no fcruples. You accepted of the fuc- . 
-cefHon with all its incumbrances, and have paid 
Mr. Luttrell his legacy, at the hazard of ruin- 
ing the eftate. 

When this accompliHied youth declared himfelf 

•the champion of government, the world was bufy 

R 2 in 
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in enquiring what honours oremolum'erits could hi 
a ifufHcientrecopipence, to a young man of his rank 
and fortune, for fubmitting to mark his entrance 
into life with the univerfal contempt and deteila« - 
tion of his country, tiis nob}e father had not 
been fo precipitate. To vacate his feat in parlia- 
ment ; — to intrude upon a county in which hb 
had no intereft or connexion ; — *to pofTefs himfelf 
of another man's right, and^o maintain it in de* 
iiance of public ihame as well as juftice, befpoke . 
a degree of zeal oi of ^depravity, which all the ' 
favour of a pious Prince coulcl hardly reqbite. 1 
proteft, my Lord^ there is in this young mian's 
conduft, a ftrain of proftitution, which, for its 
fingularity, I cannot but admire. He has difco- 
vercd anew line in the human character ;— he 
has degraded ^ven the name of Luttrell, and gra- 
tified his father's mofl fanguine expeftatibns. 

The Duke of Grafton, with every pofllble dif^ 
.pofuion to patronife this kind of merit, was con* 
rented with pronouncing Colonel Luttrell's pane- 
gyric! The gallant fpirit, the difinterefted zeal 
of the young adventurer, were echoed throVigh the 
houfe of lords. His Grace repeatedly pledged 
himfelf to the houft, as an evidence of the purity 
•of his friend Mr. Luttrell's intentions ; — that iie 
had engaged without any profpe^l of perfonal be- 
»efit, and that the idea of coiripenfatioh wonld 

moi tally 
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triortaliy offend him. The noble Dtke could 
hardly be in earneil ; but he had lately quitted hh 
"employment^ and began to think it nece^ary to 
take fonie care of his reputation. At that very 
' -momeht the Irilh negotiation was probably begun. 
*— Come fOTward, thou worthy reprefentative of 
I^ord Bute^ and tell this insulted country, who 
adtrifed the King to appoint Mr. Luttrell Adju- 
tanttGen'Eral tothe'aritiy in Ireland. By what 
^management was Colonel Cuninghame prevailed 
on to reiign his etfiployment, and the obfequious 
Gifborne to accept of a penfion for the government 
of Kinfale*i Was it an origmal ftipulation. with 
the Princefs of Wales, or does he owe his prefer- 
«icnt to your Lordftiip's partiality^ or to the Duke 
^f Bedford's friendfhip? My Lord, though it 

* This infamous tranfa^ion ought to be explained to 
the public. Cok)nel Gifborne was quarter-mafter-general 
in Ireland. Lord Townfhend periitades him to refign to 
a Scotch officer, one Frafer, and gives him the government 
of Kinfale; Colonel Cuninghame was Adjutant-General 
in Ireland. Lord Townfhend offers Wm a penfion, to 
induce him to refign to Luttrell. Cuninghame treats the 
offer with contempt. What's to be done? poor Gifborne 
-muft move once more. — ^He accepts of a penfion of 500 U 
a year, tmtil a government of greater value fhall. become 
vacant. Coloniel Cuninghame is made Governor of 
/Kinfale; and Luttrell, at laft, foi* whom the whole nia- 
^hineiy is put in motion, becomes Adjutant-General, ahd 
in effect takQ& the coihmand of the army in Ireland. 

may 
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hsj not be poflible to trace this meafure to its 
fource, we can follow the ilream, and warn the 
country of its approaching dtftruftion. The Eng- 
lifli nation muft be roufed, and put upon its gaard. 
Mr. Luttrell has already ihewn us how far he may 
be traced, whenever an open attack is to be made 
upon the liberties of this country. I do not doubt 
ihat there is a dijliberate plan formed.— —Your 
Lbrdihip bell knows by . whom ; — the corruption 
of the legiilative body on tlys fide — a military 
force on the other — and then, Faretvellto England! 
It is impoffible that any minifier (hall dare to ad- 
vife the King to place fuch a man as Luttrell in 
the confidential poil of Adjutant-General, if diere 
^were not fome fecret purpofe in view, which only 
-fuch a man ,as Luttrell Js fit to promote. The 
infult offered to the army in general is as grofs as 
•the outrage intended * to the people of England. 
What! Lreutcnant-Colonel Luttrell Adjutant- 
General of an army of fixteen thoufand men! 
•one would think his Majefty's campaigns at Black- 
heath and Wimbledon might have taught him bet- 
ter.— 1 cannot help wiihing General Hervey 
joy of a Colleague, who does fo much honour to 
the employment.-p-But, my Lord, this meafure is 
too daring to pafs unnoticed, too dangerous tu be 
received with indifference or fubmifilon. Yon (hall 
«ot have time to new-model the In(h army. They 

will 
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will not fahmit to be garbled by Colonel Li^ttrelk 
As a mircliief to the Engliib conftitutioir,. (forh^ 
IS not worth the name of enemy) they already 
deteil him. As a boy» impudently thruft over 
their heads» they will receive him with indigns^ 
tion and contempt.^ — As for you, my Lordr who 
perhaps are no more* than the blinds unhappy ih- 
ftrument of Lord Bute and hef Royal Highneis- 
the Princeis of Wales, be a^red that you ihali be 
called upon to anfwer for the advice, which has 
been given, and either difcover your accomplice!^;, 
or fall a facrifice to their fecunty. 

JUNIUS. 
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